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OHATEA UBBIAMD IN EXILB. 

\Av Pays i>'^Sm de Chateatjbbiaiid. Par Anatoub Im 

Braz. (Paris. Champion, 3f. 50c.) 
' There has lately been a great revival of intereBt in Fran«^ 

M even in some degree in England, in the remiakaWe 
personality of Chateaubriand. His life, however, as J<l-/^ 
Braz jostly says," remains to be written " ; for thegnstag 
biographi«ftiH* mainly based on the " M6moire8 d Outee- 
tombe." TSi I f TT ' ' - to Dichtung in ttot 
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for instance. thaTjS ly^ '^1 *' •'**°'»- I» « »ot t^ 
Lady S„tton-«he only ^^^t^ ^""-riage, be«S 
^« that she WM in lovel^ k^ ^°"«°- BntTf, 
that her parents inviS? ^^J^^J^l* »«ter.. ^2 
to ber ; true that the hint di^^ """^ to proper 



Vmi^^':^''y*?7»P».-..«^6 even that his agony 
of " Renl? ^ **** "^"^^ ^o"'^^ of the peestoisi 

is^'r^t o1a"S2o!^l'", ^"^^ -'^ forthhisdiscoveries 
conducted on tJe^S^^x^''^''^*^ "^^ a careful inquiry 
» study of 2e^tM^t .? ''^^^ to be supplement^ by 
by M. Dick fa ^LZAZ^^ ^""'r' '^*^'y P'^"'^*'*^ 
but it is bright, ^^e iT*'"' ^""^^^ ^ ^ ^"'^ •' 
with new informal™ T , .^^P^thetic, and packed 
documentT^ °' ^"^ ""^ '* ***«» ^om unpublished 
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BRRATA. 

page 34} Unea B and 9^ for he aud hu read she and her. 
156, — • 11> for «i/»men« read sentiment. 
175, -— 8, the word Ma^ should be the fir&t in this line, 

and erased from the next* 
213, — — 3, for is read was. , 
dl4> -r— ». 11,. for as ^ead Uktw 

-7-— 1. 19, foi: plaims read planes. 
9, — 14, after the word hody^ inijert •#• 
«fip6, 19^ for 6«>. tead ia5«. 
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THE 

EMTOR'S PRfiFACR 



tp the reputation of M. de Chateaubris^nd, 
already established by works of the greatest 
merit, has received a considerable addition 
from the Essay an Ancient and Modem He-- 
volutions, which we have just published, 
his Recollections of Italy, England and 
America, with the excellent Essays on 
Literature and Morals that accompany 
them, will certainly add to it. 

Throughout this collection will be found 
those energetic ideas, that fine imagination^ 
that picturesque colouring, those ingenious 
comparisons and original turns of expression 
which impart a peculiar charm to M. de 
Chateaubriand^s writings* No Author of 
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the present day has, like him, attained the 
ax^ of connecting literature with morals^ by 
a style abounding in imagery and rich in 
sentiments. This happy talent is^ displajred 
in every page^ and there are even passages^ 
in which it is still more manifest than in his 
gi^eater works. 

Sieveral of the. detached Essays appeared 
in the Mercure de France, between the years 
1800 and 1807. The Author at this time 
finished his Beauties of ChriMianity, and. 
trusted that he had thereby erected a monii;-, 
ment to the religion of his forefathers. It. 
must be acknowledged Hiat, in several, parts 
of this work, he displays a soul fully im-^ 
pressed with the perfections of Christianity. , 
His travels to Palestine, procured us, Ae 
poem of The Martyrs, and the Itinerary 
of that country. After his return, M. de 
Chateaubriand would perhaps have . deter-^ 
mined to resume his labours in the itferciitt^^ 
had he not found the spirit of that jonrsfd 
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VII 



entire! J altered, a^d had he tMt bee&dis^ 
gtHiied by the desp<^ism ^ ttie> Frencih 
roler^ who wished not oBly to Goramaiid the 
wriliiigs, but even the cimversatiaa and 
very thoughts of his subjects ; particBlarly 
of those who were distinguished anthois.^ 
It is true that M. de Chateaubriand had 
j^imself praised the despot; but this. was 
at a period when it was still excusable to b^ 
mistaken as to the real character of BuQua^ 
parte. None of the enlightened men had^ 
penetration enough to prophecy that the 
general of the expedition to Egypt would 
be the future opponent to the rights of huH; 
mani^, and M. de Chateaubriand ha^ the. 
further excuse, that when Ihe ^tate^smen ai^d 
Writers of France began to rival eackothw 
in meanness, and prostrate themselves, lat, 
flie foot of the throne, the Author of the 
Beamties of Christiamty ceased to wor^i^ip 
the^:. unworthy idol of transient^ glory ,^ rp^ 
«pv«red by degr^s, and silently resumed 

1 
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tlie nobk al^^^ wfaidb belonged to hitn. 
It was BOW the despof s turn to httmble 
himselfi before the greatest writer of his 
Empire, audi be adopted measures to' draw 
M. de Ohafeaubriand into the circle of his 
slaves, but in vain. All his power was in- 
eflE^tHal, when exerted to shake the firm 
and noble soul of a simple individual, who 
was n6 longer to be injipdsed upon by ficti- 
tious grandeur. He was induced, however, 
by dint of persuasion, to become a member 
of the first literary body in France. It was 
necessaiy Ihat he should make a public ora- 
tion upon this occasion, and it was then that 
he prepared the eulogium on liberty, which^ 
will' be found in the present publication, 
Hi» intrepidity astonished the Institlite and 
Government. He was forbidden to deliver 
his oration, but he was no longer impor- 
tuned for his support, which could palpably 
neve? be obtained afterwards. From this 
period his heart> afflicted by the misfortunes 
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IX 

of France, and the degradati^i which lite-* 
rature and the arti$ h^d experienced, was 
doomed to sigh in secret; Imtii experienced 
consolation when the tyrant began to los^ 
the pow^r of oppressing and ruining the 
nation. Those, who never could have dis- 
played the courage of M- de Chateaubrknd^ 
thought proper to critidze his admirable 
publication in favour of the Bourbons,* as 
being a work too strongly betraying the 
passions of the writer. They would perhaps 
have written in colder blood, because their 
eyes were then familiarized with thje horrors 
which they saw incessantly renewed^ But 
can the soul of a great writer remain torpid 
when liberty dawns upon his unfortunate 
country ? Would Cicero and Demosthenes 
have remained torpid if they had been ee^Ued 
upon to expose, the one an incendiary's^ 
crimes, and the other a conquering mQw 

** ' i " f ■ II ■ ' . P » I. I ^ III III ■■ ^ m y I I I II I 1 M ^i I n il II I Wll' . >*< * 

''^ Of Buonapacte and the Bourbons, Svch 1814. 
2 ^ 
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Barch'a artifices and ambition ? And what 
were thege subjects in comparison with the 
great interests of the world, which were 
4tS€assed daring April 1814, in the capital 
of France ? Cold blooded people are often 
useful; but still a single energetic man, 
when fired with honest indignation, can 
effect more than thousands of frigid dispo- 
sition. When the revolution, so ardently 
desired by all those who possessed hearts 
not debased by slavery, was effected, the 
Political Reflections of M. de Chateau^ 
briand /were of a calmer nature, and bore 
reference only to the happiness which France 
.was about to enjoy under the sway of the 
Bourbons. 

That happiness has been, alas, of short 
jduration. The revolutionary system is re- 
established in France, and M. de Chateau- 
briand has again quitted his country for the 
purpose of following his King, and devoting 
his piep to the instruction of his unfortunate 
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XI 

. countrymen, hy Writings similar to those of 
wliich all Europe a(^iiowledges the energb* 
tic influence. 

Though M. de Chateaubriand.^ has 

. gained the applause of all civilized nations, 
and though his works have been several 
times printed in his native language, asweB 
as translated into almost all the languages 

/ 4if . Europe, it is nevertheless a fact that in his 
own country a numerous party of calum^ 
viators have tried to overwlielm him With 
criticisms, parodies, satires and injuries: It 
is true Ihat they have not been able to di* 
ininish his reputation as an Author, but they 
have succeeded so far as to create in 'At 
public mind an uncertainty as to the rank 
which he ought to hold in literature. His 
imagination is too vivid, and sometimes 
carries away his reason, so that he falls oo» 
casionally into extravagant expressions, and 
arguments which are more specious than 
solid. His detiactors dwell on bis slight im« 
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perfedtions^and represent! them as cotisti- 
tating the foundation of his writings. Hiey 
do not chase to see that a fine imagination ii, ' 
*in spite of some aberrations, infinitely supe* 
fior to all those ordinary minds^ the pro- 
dnctions of which appear wise, because the 
tales oi grammar are observed in them, and 
the ideas of the day exactly met. Thosfe 
^lithbts may pkase^ but their repatation will 
•not extend beyond the limits of their country 
and age* \ It is only by taking £or their 
models ihe superior beauties of M. de Cha-- 
4;eaubri^d's styk^ and avoiding his defects, 
^fltt they can hope to equal his reputation^ 
find 16 ^^eite,* like him, the enthusiasm of 
aSl wbdtpossess cultivated minds. 
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RECOLLECTIONS 



OP 

ITALY. 



ROME AND ITS ENVIRONS. 

TO MONSIEUR D£ FONTAN£S. 

My dear friend, 

^ ^ I am jast arrived at Rome 
from Naples^ and send you all my journey has 
produced, for yon have a right to this all— ^a few 
laurel leases snatched from the tomb of Virgil, 
whom ** tmetnunc Parthenope.*' 1 should 
long since have given you a description of this 
classic region, but various circumstances have 
hind^:^ me. I will not leave Rome, however, 
without saying a few words about so celebrated 
a city. We agreed that I was to address you 

B 2 
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4 RECOLLECTIONS OF ITALT» 

without ceremony; and to tell yoa at ft venture 
wbateyer impr£9$ioas , were made upon me in 
Italy, as I ibroieriyrelated toyoa wliatidafts I 
had formed^ while wandering through the »Mili* 
tudes of the New World. Without further prc- 
amble^ then, I will ftttein|i1c to give you an^acoount 
of the environs of Rome, that is to say^ the 
adjacent country and the ruins. 

You hare read alHhat has been written on 
this subject, but I do not know whether tra^ 
v^Uers have given yon f yttj jnst idea of tb^ 
picture, which the Roman, territory presenta* 
f'igure to yourself something of the desolation 
at Tyre and Babylon, as de^ribed in scfipU^ 
-"^rsilenoe tod .^IjMidet^s Vast as the noite and 
tuihurltof ihjetni who forntkerly Crowded together 
on > dH^ spcMt. One tuay ^doiost faoey timt thi 
prqphet^s. curse is 4till board) when he anilotmMl 
that IWD thihgs should happen on a single >44y^ 
sterifity and widowhoods V Yon soe b^t^jimi 
there aome mmaijns o^ Roman TQuds^ in plac^ 
in4iere nobody ever pasoes^ axkd some drtedrtt|^ 
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tracks ef wini^. torrents^ wMcfa at a di^tanctf 
iuitkt tbetnsdtes the appearance bf^ large fhe^ 
qii^iked roa^b^t which are id reidity the bedisf 
o^iiviMers, fermeiiy rusthiBg onwards with impe-^ 
tooftitr^ tfaoagh they have now passed away liker 
tlM Roman nation. It is wi^ sdipe difl%ouIt]r 
that you discover any trees, hut dn'cfvery sid6 
jtm behead the ruins of aqiiedncta and tombs, 
^ktdbappeayr tn. be the forests aadi ihdtgenous* 
^antsH^f thia landr^coinpfksed as^ hib of mol'tat 
dosi;, fBt»l tbei wrecks of; eoipiiiss^ I haiie oi^reil 
thought ibat I behehl rnlh crops, in a^plaia, b)fl 
telapfflroacbing thein^ fin^nd thotuiy ey^ had 
been ^cetved by withered r grass^ .lender thia 
ba^eoi ^lerbage traces > of ^ ancient dultnre may 
sdmetimes be disconreeed,' Here ave m% }AtA$i 
nevhdx>ttrers> no lowing of catde> ;no'v)HagtM» 
A lew miserably manf^ad farms appear aibidsft 
lAe 'general nakedness of the cbnntry/but the 
wmdon^s^ and dix>ai joI theihabiCationSiare'do^ed 
Ntt sihe^^ no noise, no inbabluLnft proceeds 
ifdm them. A smi of savage, in tattered gar* 
mentS) pafetmd emaciated by fever, guardsrdiese 
meTahchoIy dwelling^^ Ii)q? the spectres who 
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6 Rficei^BCTioirs ow italt* 

defend tfaeeotraflCJs of atmndimed castles inovet 
gothic legedds. it may besaidi therefore, tlmt 
no nation bas dared to take\posi8essioir ofrtbo 
country^ once inhabited. by the masters of the 
world^ and that you see these plains as tfa^ weie 
kit by the ploughshare of Cincinnatus^ or Hat 
last Roman team. ^ w/ 

It is in the midst of this uncaltirated r^son 
that the eternal city raises^. her he!ad. Decayed' 
as : to her terrestial pow^r^ she appears to faamt 
sesolvedoii proudly; isolating herself. Sherhoi 
sepjEirated herself from the cities of tke:worik^ 
and like a dethroned queen^has noblyconceided 
her misfortonesin ralkiidei ' ^ ' -- 

I should »in. vain^ attempt to describe the 
sensation experienced^ when Kome r suddenly*^ 
appears, to. your view amidst her inatda regna^ 
as jf raisjipg herself from the. sepulchre in which 
she h^dhi^a. lying. .Picture to yoursdf the dis^ 
tiess and astonishment^ which^ the prophets €&•> 
perienced, when God, in a vision,: shewed them 
some city, : to which he had .attached, the 
destiny of his chosen, people."^ >The mnltitudoi 
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R0M1 AMI^ rB^»W?^Ifk01fffi*f 7 

of rccpBaetioi* ail4 the crop^^c^: wnsaOoM 
oppress youi so tbM ywr.wfy BoaVi^di89tdciced 
atibehoWiiig the plftce~fqr .it. i# IM>^f wW 
htts twi€e inherk^d A»^ emiHUe^ of the mft^ 
flrsr aB ^ h«r to Satiom, and scoondiy t(> 
Jacob.* * ■* ,.■:■..: *t. ■ 

. Yon will, perhaps, think, from Wf 4?«PWR^ 
tieo^ that nothing can he moie f^^lfcl ^^^ 
^Ihimanen^koiis ; bnt in thU conjecture ^/fl^ 
wm^ be egf<«iaii8ly mistafecn. They.powe|f 
»;in«iwceif«kWe grand^or^^jd in c9iitcwp*»tift5 
tbtm, yutt W)uW<fbe alwaya rfady to ^aim 
. Viigih'i ■ ' - •; i ' -■ ■•• •- -''r,-:' 

S«toe, imigna parens fngwrn^ Saturma iOhUj 



♦ Moataigne tjias describes the neighbourhood of 
IKxmie about two centuries ago. 

^ '^^ \^e had at a distance, on our left, the' Appenniuer, 
sHTlM^ prospect of a country by no means plea^ntriiiicv^n 
mk ik» ^ SRps, which would render it diffic^k^ raofe 
tjijipgi in^liyi^ar order* Thfe country is wiAout trees, aj:^' 
aoQDsiderable part of it sterile, open on every side, and more 
tl»n ten miles in circumference* Like all other countries 
too of this description, it is very thinly inhabited," 
t Hail, happy land, producing richest fruits. 
And heroes of renown! 
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If ymi mitinribmt is bn eooMttitt, tbef 

a^tiiiti or a ptaet^jor: a'ipliyaif^her> ym Ivftt ptfr«» 

stooog emotioiis ia your mind m tturt lAf a. 

VMfM Ait iMl) ftud wHich may bb saidi tfr. haM> 
tiw;pam at piirdj'aiiti^ fi3 ihk jmiM ivIkiclL 

Itoiiiatt. hamku, the griatle iitdliiiatiw of tfaa: 
pluiof, 9jbA thesolt flying contocir ofUiNS.ttiihi^ 

the form of an anma, a isircus, or a^tcliiig^hd«is«. 
The hills are cut in terraces, as if ^e mighty 
hftttdof the Rottaas had mored die whole land 
a|pf«ara». A pccnliar vaponr is spread cfi^r 
^kimX,<;l^mK^f which takes of t^ie^ h^rshoest 
and romkds tfaem^ The shMbwa ai« *6vtnr 
bkdr and heavy; fbr there ikre no mMdes so 
obscnre, even among the rocks and foliage, but 
that a li(;tle light may always insinuate itself. 
A singular tint and most peculiar harmony unite 
the earth, the sky^ and the watera. AH the 
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(lafiKsdi tMiilpiiC liaw ««WmiiM»% iM^ of 
WJiitfMtfblefgfaAaflma wi^houto 

lk9 pomlnfitgr of a8<MrtuaiQgr the pcmt^ rt 
idbMi2mi»r«ids^ or ipic^tf bfegifis^ Yoa httr^i 
dmfiOiit «dimmd Aki sovt af 1^ hi Gtauds 
hOBoAitih'hxdmnft^ It( apfMus kicai and stiH 
ttotebeasttftd llaa hadbrnf l^ |t is the )%fat 

; I <M tH^ omt to 80e Ike Villa Boi^^ 
udiUfBdUdtm the nm a# Jbe oast hid* Betthig 
faiiabs upoff tUe tifptenm d Miitt«t MariM 
0f on^fAiiei^eff ^^a Pamplil^ I have aim 
a&k diieefted 1^ wagh upr idie T&er to ^j6y 
^Uifp^nd sceivr of dipartiiig^ d^ at^ Ponte Mole. 
Hhk^ siiimilita &i die Sabkife mouAt^iM* theft 
ap^MBur to ccAisiat ofdipis la^nli asd pale geld, 
lAilethek bate aad sides 4iie e»iVek^)ed in i 
vapour^ which ha&a vidtt or purple tint. Som6- 
tiates Iwauiifiil alotid% Mice lij^t etetriots^ borne 
eaii the idi^ds mik inimitabk graee, tndce yoa 
tmifl^oatopiFeheiid the appesiranceof the Olympian 
S)eitteiiBder this ttrftibol<:^c ^ky. Sometimes 
cm^E^eol Rome seems to hare stretched into the 
West all the purple of her Consuls and Cassars^ 
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10 jncommcscwcnss^BB'iT^h^. 

aod«tqpretti tbeoittiQdes;^ tlie^ktst sti^fr of tlie god 

,so soi)Qii|$im:ourj blimate. Whcai ^.suppwe 
^«1 tI|ie»tintaaar^!^Taaiishiiig, Hmy suMmiym- 
fqipear at tsicimeiothir poioft of tbe hotmm* 
Tjwai^t succeeds to twiUg^, and the. cbarai 
4^ ^o^Nig day isiprolrag^. It h true that at 
liiis hour of rural repose^ the air no loiiger r«« 
sou^-with buiwiie s<»tg ; you. ilo kni^r bear 
the " dulda linqmmus: aims/' hut ilie vtctkns 
f^sacx^d immola^iyaiestflktQiliesdeq. Wfattffr 
IMU ?nd ttoops «of half<^wild rho0»8 daily.deaoeud 
to the banks of /the ^ihm, «ud>queiK:h l:hiir 
thir^ with itt watrarsi^ ¥011 would fancy your- 
self transported to^uthe tioies of tl^ ancieut 
Sabiiies, or to the age of the Arcadian EvandcT) 
when the Tiber was. calbd Albuki^ and E^ets 
]W«g|ted its unknown stream. 

I-wlti-adknowledge whhout hesitation that 
the vicimty of Naples is more davzling than that 
of Rome. When the blazing sun, or the large 
red moon rises above Vesuvius, like' a body of 

* Li?y* 
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SOKE AND ITS mVIftOKg. 11 

fire shot from its vdcaBic craDnr; thai bay of 
Naples^ afid its banks fringed inth omngertrees, 
the moantains of Sorrento^ th&iskuid of CSapii, 
the 4!6ast of Pozzuoli^ Baise, Mkeoe^ Camas, 

Averno^ the Elysian fields, and all this ¥irgt« 

J* 

gtfiao district^ present to the view a magie spet* 
tacle, hut it does not possess the imposing gran- 
denr of the Roman territory. It is at least certain 
t^at almost every one is prodigioasly attadft^ 
tn this celebrated region. Two thomand ysflrs 
have elapsed since Gietro believed himself ^n 
exile f(ur life, and Wrote to one of his intimitte 
friends : '^ Urbem^ nd Rufi, cok, et in istd Imee 
iwe/** The attraetion of the lovely Ansoniais 
still the same. ' Many examples are qnoted of 
travellers, who came to Rome for the purpose of 
passing a few days, and remained there all jtheir 
lives. Poussin conld not resist the iMiptalMn 

- ^ « It is at Reme, that you nnistUveiiijrdiar Raflif ; 
it is that luminary which you must iohabit.*' I be&ve the 
pasfMge occurs in the first or second book of the jfamiliar 
Epistles ; but as I quote from memory, I hope that any 
little mistake in this respect will be overlooked. 
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of T^HiBg^ till bis ^dl^ in a GmHH:rjr #hich 
irfforded such exqAMte Isu^capcs ; and attj^ 
very momeit that I pea ibk letter, I hav« iter 
I^wrare ^ being acquainted wfth M; d'Agiii^ 
ebi^rtt wbo has lived here alone fot flveHsiBd? 
tiK^nty yeais, and wbo boUs forth &ir pronuse 
that Prance will alto have ber Wiilckelman/ 

Whoevet occupies himself solely in 4he 
study of antiqnitiesand the fine artSj nrnrhoeyer 
baa Qo other tiet in life, diouM live^ at Bi^mei 
Hb will there find^ foi his society', a di^iot 
which will nurture his reflfc^dns and take pos** 
session of his liMit, widr watts, which mS[ 
always convey to faiad instructitni* The stone^ 
which hf treads upon will speak to him, and 
the du3t, which the wind blowa around him^ will 
be decomposed particles cf $om6 grciat huasan 
being. . Should he be tmhappy—^H^uGmld he hovt 
min g l e d the a s hes of these> wIm^o^ he loved, with 
theashwoftbsiitlmtrioqsdbad,^ whfttplbeid de> 
light will he experience wheh he passtfs from the 
sepulchre of the Scipiosto tbe tomb of a virtuoui^ 
Itiendi from the superb mausoleum of Cecilia Mc« 
tellatci the modest grave of an unfortunate woman 1 
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06 wjU fmpyithaV thdir. bdikv«d^ d^stdm €iid 
pleasijire k) waiMtering- round th«[ae monQiuenrtfli 
With that 6f a Cicero attll laQistiting bis deac 
TulUa, or aa A^it>t)ma atili occupied with Ubt 
uroof GecDQiaiiicus. If he be a dinstian, Iumt. 
wil) ^ Ji>^ able to t^ar bimaelf <9twBy{romAlm 
laodj wludi is beiCofiie his own cdniitry-^^hift 
Undj which J8 hecoiBe the seat of a secofid 
empire moi^ secredj; aad more powerfiU than ihe 
first — th^ land^ wherd the fiiendsy wboin we 
have lost, slefep with toints in their catacdnibs^ 
under the eye of tb^ fith^ of the faithfat, ap« 
pearing as if tbey would be tha first ^fao imoka 
itom tlieir long sfeep^ abd the.ii^rest to 
liaaveo, 

Tl^ociigh Romei >i^o internally eiouaubedy 
resembles at preseDtf in a greajt.de|[ree,:tfaetgene^ 
rality of Enrop^Qti dties* it still prteenveft it peeu/^ 
\\af ohiiri^^tfr ; for pa other city, afierds iDsiaulat 
laiil^tarp of architecture and ruins, fitoih tbefian^ 
fhffpi^of A^nppa tp the gothic iraila^ Belisa<^ 
r]U{^ or the mjbfiunltots/bfou^ht frotoi AieioaiKbht 
to the dome erected by Michael Angelo^ The 
beauty of the women is another distingHishing 
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feature. Hiej^ weal by tbeif gait and carriage 
tht Clelias and^ Cbrnelias. Y(m might fancy 
that yoQ saw the andent stataes of Juno and 
Fallas, whidh had descended frotn their pedestals, 
a3d were walking ronnd their temples. Among 
the Romans too is to be seen that tone of car- 
i^ioQ which artists call the historic colour^ and 
which they nse in their paintings. It appears 
natural that men, whose ancestors played so 
conspionous a part in the great theatre of the 
wortd, shoold have served as itiocfels for Raphael 
and JDbminichino, whw they represented his- 
torical personages. 

Another singularity of the eity of Rome is 
the number of goats, and more particularly, large 
omn with enormous horns. The latter are used 
in teams ; and yon will find these animals lying 
at the feet of the Egyptian obeliskSi amoi^, the 
rains of the Forum, and under the arches, 
^irotigh which they formerly passed, conducting 
the triumphant Roman to that Capitol which 
Gieero calls the public council of the universe. 

Romanos adtempla Deiim duxire triumphot. 
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With the ii^iial niiiM of gieat cities irhere 
mingled the noise of waters beard-na ewry side^ 
as if you were ueaf the fountains of Blaodosia and 
Egeda* From the summit of the hHls, indlosed 
within the boundaries of Rom^^ or at the extr^ 
mity of several streets yon have aTicwof the 
^fields in, perspective, which mix tore of town and 
country hiis a very. picturesque effect. In winter 
^etG^s of tbCi houses are covered with herbage, 
npt.mUlike the old t^hatehed cott^s of our pea* 
sfmtry« ;The$e, combined; circumstances impwt 
to Rome a.sort.^f ruml^appearance, tand remind 
you that its fir3t dictators guided the pJougfa^ that 
it owed the empire , of :thtiW/»tld: to itsjabonrers, 
and that the greatest jQfJt^pojE^ts did not disdain 
to ibstruct the children ofjRqnrolus.Jn the asr 
of Hesiod. ? : 

As'craumque eano romana per oppida carmen. 

As . to the Tiber, which waters, , .und parti* 
cipates in the glory of this city, its. destiny it 
altogether strange. It passes through a comer 
of Rome, as if it did not exist. No one deigns 
to cast his eyes towards it, no one speaks of it, 

3 
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BO doe drinkfltito witcn^ rad the ivoimh do not 
e^tm ttfo it fyt: was&ing. It dteals away b^wecm 
tW paltry! hottiesirfaidifixmoeal it, snd iMprtefis 
to ptedJMtate tts^intb ^e lea^ adiattied of jti 

I imst aow^any ilear firidadj^ 'B9f aometH 
oftberaiils, wtnchydosop^rtiealiprfyfaqiiesidi 
nil t0 mentfcm wb«9 I trfoie.to yMi> I lurra 
odkBiitaly ieoMMwed t)iMi> all, both at Itape^ aittd 
Na^^ exaept the fietof^^ PkfeSl^tit> -iv^ I 
iiim tto* had tiim ^ viint You tfi awai!5 that 
tttty'iMbaiie diffaMot, idbaunustanir Moiidfaig M 
tfoi fflnii^etkms.ad^liad' to 

On al)eaiitiful ef^tt^ la Jphfhat I iitted 
K(iy««lf ttCdlia^ ptt a gtaj^of ttie altw de^ 
Mted to the vofiwiiifB of the Fbsiatt. The 
San was settings and poared floods of gold 
through all the galleries^ which had formerly 
been thronged with men; while^ at the same 
time, strcing^hadows werecacst by tlie broken 
corridor]^ and ether mmon^ pdrts^ or M on th^ 
ground in large masses from the lofty structure. 
I perceived amoug the ruins, on the right of 
l^e edifice, the gardens of Csesafs palace, With 
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« palm-tree, which seems to have been placed in 
the mkbt of this wreck, expressly for painters 
and poets. Instead of the shonts of joy> which 
heretofore proceeded from the ferocious spec* 
tators in this amphitheatre, on seeing Christians 
devoured by lions and papthers, nothing was 
now h^eard but the barking of dogs, which be- 
longed to the hermit resident here as a guardian 
of the ruins. At the moment that the sun 
descended below the horizon, the clock in the 
^ome of Saint Peter resounded under the por- 
ticoes of CoUisee. This correspondence, through 
^ medium of religious sounds, between the two 
grandest monuments of Pagan and Christian 
Bome, caused a lively emotion in my mind. I 
rq^ected that this modern edifice would hll in 
its turn, like the ancient oni, and that the memo- 
fials of human industry succeed each other 
like the naen, who erected them. I called to 
ndnd that the same Jews, who, during their first 
captfviiy, worked at the edifices of Egypt and 
BabjfliHi, had also, during their last dispersion 
WiU this enormfous structure; that the vaulted 
lOoft, which now re-echoed thi^Ctristiaii bell 
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tebrethe wodt of a Pagan lemperor^ iiiio h^i 
been {mnied oat farjrprop&ecy as destined tooraak 
pSmte tlm dest:rU(itic9t of Jerusal^n. - Are not 
tlunit sofiiciently exalted subjects <tf me^tatioA 
to b^ inspired 1^ a single roin, and do you not 
ddnk that a city^ wli^re saoh effects ^u-e pr^ 
daced at every atep^ is worthy of ^xaminatbi^ ? * 
1 I iwent to Cbllia6e again yesterday^ the 9<^ 
of Jaauar jT) f^r the pwpose of siieing it at anottii^ 
a€asoD,.and in another point of view, On mf 
armal i wat Mrfria^ at not haartng the ddga^ 
who genecaUyuappiMyped and barked in the snpo^ 
tht troirridors ^ the Mt^itJ^tre^ among tfai 
fiainaand withemi harbage. I knocked at thi 
door c^ the hermil^^e, niiiqh waa formed nndet 
imt ioi the avchesi but I reeled Ho answer*-«Hib0 
henMt wiM dead. The inclemenoy of tlie seaso^^ 
^^bsence of this worthy reclnde^, combiiieil 
^th several reoMt and affli<^ng .iieeollootiom^ 
^cieaMdlhe aadneissariaing from this pkoe i» 
MmAi an extent that I almost snppos^ mysdf te 
jielooldng at the Vnins of an ^difi^e^ whicxb I 
hady<a few dayi^ b^re, admiiied in a freshJitf^t 

perfect stete.- It is ihna that wanaw^totistaRtl^ 

1'^ 
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feminded of dor nothinguess* Aian s^inrofaet 
ArcUnd him for objects to oonvmee/his leasoift* 
He mediiMGM on the remains of edifices and 
MFifiifes; foi^getting that ht himself is a: rola 
nSll more Instable, and that he mil perish tvtA 
before th^sci. What most renders onr life ^^ tfatf 
ftbadow of a^hade"* is that we cannot hopd 
to lii^e long iti the recollectioo of- our friends. 
The heart, in which our imageis graven, irlilbe 
ih% object, of whieh it retatint the feato ro i '" ' 
perishablle day. I was dmni, at Portici> a 
piece of cindter taken ^Sm Vesinvius, wbidi 
e^rdmbles into dust when tou<died, and whkii 
l^^erves the impression, ^daily dilnitaishing) of 
a femaVs breast and arm, who was btt^ed undeir 
-the ruins of Pompeia.^ Though m)t flattering^ 
%o our selMove, thiar is the true emblem af ^ 
traces left by our memory in the hearts of meh^ 
who are only 8ost and ashes.-f* 
• V Before I took my departure for Pfeples, I 
*jpa^sed some days alorie at TivoK. I traversed 
the ruins in its environs, and particularly those 

' ^ V ii^i III I I II II II I " l i j in i m * 

\ ♦ Pindaiv t J^b. 

C S 
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of Villa Adriana. Being overtaken by a iihower 
of rain in the midst of my excursion^ I took 
refuge in the halls of Thermeti near P^cile* 
tinder a fig-tree, which had thrown down a wafil 
by its growth. In a small octagonal salooni 
vdiich was open before me, a vine h^d penetratiid 
through fissures in the arched roof, while its 
smooth and red crooked stem mounted along 
the wall like a serpent. Round me, across thd 
arcades, the Roman country was seen in different 
points of view. Large elder trees filled the de- 
serted apartments, where some solitary blacl^* 
birds found a retreat. The fragments of mfli^ 
Bonry were garni^ed with the leaves of scolo* 
f)endra, the satin verdure of which appeared like 
mosaic work upon the white marble. Here and 
there lofly cypresses replaced the columns, which 
had fallen into these palaces of death. THe 
wild acanthus crept at their feet on the ruins, as 
if nature had taken pleasure in re-producing, tip. 
on these mutilated chefsdosuvre of archftectuft, 
the ornament of their past beauty. Thedif* 

* RemuDioftheVill^. ^^ 
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intent apartments and the summits^ of the rmns 
W€i(:e ^)vered with pendant verdure; the wind 
agitated these bumtd garlands^ and the plants 
bent under the rain of Heaven. 

While I contemplated this pictare, a thou^ 
'i^nd confused ideas passed across my mind* At 
pne moment; 1 admired, at the next detested 
|ioman grandeur. At one moment I thonght 
of the virtues^ at another of the vices, which dis*- 
^guished this lord of the world, who had wished 
to render his garden a representation of his 
^|nre«. I entiled to mind the events, by which 
hi3[ superb villa had been destroyed. I s^w it 
4espotled of its most heap tifid ornaments by the 
succ^sor of Adrian — I saw the barbarians pass- 
^^Qg like a whirlwind, sometimes cantoning them- 
jielves here ; and, in order to defend themselv^ 
.Msidst these monuments of art wIm^ jth^y 
had half destroyed, surmounting the Grecian 
^4m1 Tuscan orders^ with gothic batilemepts*?*- 
£jmlly^I saw Christians bringing back civilization 
j%q tiM8;itlistrjct, planting the vine, and guiding 
^ej^ugh iqto the temple of the Stoics, and 
the saloons of the Academy** Ere long the 



* Remaias of the Villa. 
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artA refifedi aftd the tndkiarcbs employed persoiai 
to oveiturn wbait' still remained of these goiv 
^eotis pala^»5 for th^ purpose of dbtaicing some 
master-pieces of art. While these different 
tiftoiights succeeded each odier, an inward voiee 
fl^ed itself with thein^ and repeated to tnt Wlmt 
has been a hundred times writteii on the vanity 
joi huknati afikiiB. Therii is indeed a ikmUb 
vainify in the remains of the Villa Adri|UEi%i fer 
it is known that they v^r6 only ii«it$tip|is ^ 
ddier remains, scattered th^M|^ the pt'oyHii^QB 
df the Roman em|Mre^ The real^ tem}fle ff 
Berapis and Alexandri9s Hiid tbt rttl afeademy f(t 
Athens no longer exist ; s6 that in ^ €o|ites ^ 
Adrian yon only eee the ruins df ruiiis^ 

I thould now, my dear friend, desctrlfo 10 
you the tiemple of the Sibyl at Tivoli, bud ti^ 
chamoing temple ci Vesta, suspended ov*r the 
.^^eadt ; but I cannot spare time for the pnrposi. 
Irc^et) too, that I am unable to dc^iit ;tliis 
cascade> on which Hotace has confer^^d c^- 
brity. When there^ I uras in yQur demaini fbr 
you are the inheritor of the Grecian a|^«^ br 
the ^ sknpleai uttinii/m/' described by ifa^antkbr 
of the Ars Poetica ; but I saw ijt in very gloomy 
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vfts^ii^ijk^d l^m^j^lf^^a^ 4M^ in good Jpidtft. t' 

ifiil fmhet i:!oJQtld$a that I A^^^ip >0aie,dcgrej» 

aipajsed by thi^ roi^ of wixm^ thon^ I hwf 

hp^ m pftm qhattmed byjt m tise. fpreati eC 

^.ni^K^a* , I have stiU aif^ooltectioii of the hai>** 

ipili«ss^ which I cxpiefmeed ^itngi; a iilgbl^ 

]>M«fd mni^ktdfwry deserts, whfea my wood ^m 

irw^filf ^li^ilidiedy my gmdo asleepi. udmy 

Ikf^sef .gru^hig^ at a distanoe — I .have stHl a 

iiecoikciiof^ r\say,,of the happiness irhlch i 

§g^ifm^ wb^tt 1 heard the minted tadmdf 

tf th^. ^odd #0d;Waters9 aa Iredtnod npma the 

flfM#i» :4f«p;|Mh4ylN^m af .thi&fofe*. Thai^ 

{Pi{i^u^ ^t ^^po^iMix^ fj^fM^i ^M miathor mote 

|pttd# ;aor«9#ng ai!i4 4«f r^^iai; ev^instairti 

made ff|iip4>((ui^Qi|s^f atari ; aad evei*y tree was 

>fi«r mat c»n <rf l^fe^ ^cwn whfch the wlfeds ex* 

llrac^ atiaipa^(iiiTeyingiQe0abtede]ib^ i : 

[ At /tfie pneseot <lay I perceiire that hmn 

|fl$ Moaible to these charms of nalm^vaoeid 'I 

(ftp^lbl WhmfieF l^^^ of Niagara, \xould 

v4[^^|Cr the same degree of jadmira^tipn la. my 

jm^s^i^lM^M Jwinedy. iMpirscU, Whetj one 

fiM very young, NatAi^a ia rioq^JH^it » mkacfer, 
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because thcfe^ m Bnper^MhanAmice m fbeibeart 
of mau. AH it^futurity i^ befin^ bim (if mf 
ArUtarcbas uritt aUoviir me to use tbis ejq^raitm^ 
he hope^'laimpabt fais sensatioBS to the' wori^ 
Add Jbeds himself witb a thousaiid cbitnerai^ 
kvA^tsk move advanced age, when tbe pf6§p04tp 
Jtbich 31^ had before ns, fiasses into the ttmt^ 
find . me are undecei?ed as ta a host oi illumeimi 
ifaen Nature, left to herself^ beeomes colder ma$ 
l^s eloquent ** Lesjior^u ^a/^ntpe»^*^ T0 
interest ns at ibis pedod^4ifei4ti8>necefl^i^^(if 
m^ have the additional prieasareof $oci6^» for 
vei ^re become less sotfofied m/Hh OuTsdTeti 
Absoiute solittide oppmles u«, and we feel & 
want of those comrevspttniis ^tdiidb are <»rri^ 
<m, at night, in a low vokse ambi^ friends,*^ 

I did not leave TivoH withont visiiting the 
honseo€<the poet, whom I have jnst qnot^i vlt 
&ced tbeiVHIa of Mec»na8, smd there he gi^eet^ 
f^Jhribu^etmuo gtnium memorem hrem om^\^% 

* La Fontaine, 
"^"^ t Horace. "^ ^^ — ^ 

f There he greyed with flewen andiilKineAe^iits 
in^hc^ rekinds us dT the breYit^roC life. 
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IFhi'l^Bttidtage ecwdd^«ot hay© fceeniaige,^ for 
it is ditimtal <m thevciy ridge lof ^tlb htil ; bat 
hwmsij easily perceive tha^ it must' have ^e^ 
wrr retired; and that ^^erj thing was conrfrai- 
dious, tfaoagh on a small scxle. Fraiii ^the 
lorchardi which was in front of the house/thc e^B 
^viranders over an immense extent of coontrjr;^ ' it 
ef^nvefSj in aAl respects^ the idea of a truo fetmt 
ibr arpoct, whom little sofficeS) and wl^ed^oys 
mit mtidh -that do^ oiot h«loBg to faim-^'* ^pmth 

^^ After aD> ifeis^Bery 6asy to be MUeh a^jlhila- 
/wjher as Horace w&s^ He -bad a house at 
'Bome^ aftd4wo comply vyia^^be one at UtioA, 
the odier at Tii»»H» -He^%iiafieid» with his^ friends, 
the wine wfiich had hesn; inade daring the coch 
^ale of Tnlty. Hi& :»deboard was- colored 
^th plate ; and he said to the prime ttikai^w df 
-ibe^ovrae^n^ who guided the destiiiier c(^ ttte 
ipcHfli r ^^ I do not feel the wtmt$ of |lb?i^y ^ 
imdlFlwlsh forany thing more»you,3Iec!penas, 

' ^ ' ^#^.C3lQsed iii • ninw space ef ihr extended bopes; 

HoaACS* 



L 



Digitized by VjOOQIC ^ 



$$ mo^m'^^f^fnw^ or m^. 

if($ty^ coitforftablf 3kig of I«ahge« ,Qrowp Ums^ 
.dfiolcwg FateraM^ aiid giyejti» c^res to tb^ 

j{<iTy 1^ died before A^gostus^ whp^e fate in tt^ 
;M0|^eet vms tW s«0le |is LooU XI V ei|peri^^e#* 
jOxa^ gre^ prince awvi^ired bis eoten^pom^ 
.a¥^Ue> and was the U$t who ^eacettd^ t^ th^ 
grave, as if to be certain^ thwt Mthitig reiiiab#d 
Jidbiiidbim. 

. It W}lldQilbtlMiheii,9mtter lif iiidiffii^eii«e 
to yon it I statte the house of Catullus ta be it 
Tivoli aboye that of Hpract^ and at pf e^ cmt bocki- 
pied by moaks ; but jmi will, pertuqfiSi dcf^mit 
jman xeoiarkable that Ariosto composed his 
/^ Jid^.cmnqties''* at the same pl^ioeJii which 
Jik>race. ei^qy^ the good things of this wodd. 
Ijt hiv» excited jsurprise that the aaijioi' ofOthmio 
J^uriosOy wbea living in retirement with the cw- 
diBal .d!Est at Tivolit should haire fixed. jpn 

* Boileau. 
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^f^MQC as tbe soijgect ef &is dif^ilie nttavi^nzas, 
jEttid Fem6G toa when ia aistate of d^»-barbft- 
St^yWlnk beliad under his ey^SB the grave m- 
jouiim and: solemn memodala of the mofitseilMs 
iimd civilized nation upon earth. In ^i&^r 
nspects, the Villa d'£8t is thfe only modem oab, 
irbicfa has interest^ me, among the wreeksjof 
fmmd Jhahitations belbnging to so maayEttf- 
furors mtd .€otisinlA< This iiliis^rioils house ikf 
iFerraiu hi^ had the siBgnlar goiod fortunes ctf 
Iieing celebrated by the two greatesit pfoets^xiif 
its age, and the two men, who possessed the 
most brilliant genius^ to which modern ^taly has 
|;iven birth. * . 

Piawapi generou Ertolea pr^lt 
Omameng^ e splendor Jel secol iwiiro, - . 
JppoHtOf^itc, , . . .: 

It is the ei^clamation of a happy man, who 
returns thanks to the powerful house, whid;i 
bestows favors on him^ and of which he coft- 
^itiites thedeligbt. Ttisso, who was jtnore af- 
fecting, conveys in hia invocation, the acknow- 
kdgmirats of a grateliil but unfortunate maU ; 
Tu magnanimo AifoMo, il qual ritoglif etc* 
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He, who avafls himself of jiower to asstit 
neglected taleut; makes a nc^le^use of it, 
Ariosto and Hippolyto d'Est have left^ in the 
valleys of Tivoli, a reputation which does not 
yield, in point of the charm conveyed by it, t0 
that of Horace and Mecsnas. But what is be- 
^pp^|e of the protectors and the protected ? M 
the moment that I write this letter, the house <^ 
Est is extinct, and its villa fiiHen into ruins^ 
Snch is the history of every thing belonging ta 
thiswoifld. 

' lAnquenda teUuif et dmusp H plae^u 
• ■ . .ITxor* 

I spent almost a :whale day at this supeij^ 
villa. I could not 'ptrfi a ptiriod to my admira- 
tion of the immense prospect, which I enjoyed 
from the high ground of the terraces. Below 
^ewdre gardens, stretching to a considerable 
extent, and displaying great numbers of plaiid* 
^trees aod cypresses. Beyond these were the 
ruins of the hou&e^ which once belonged ..to 

, :*3laii must quit bb ffttattf* hit houses aMtamiabte 
wife. / . V 
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Mecsenas, on the borders of thfe Ariio.* On the 
opposite hill, which is on the other side of the 
river, is a wood of ancient olives and among 
these are the rains of (he^Villa once occupied b^ 
l^arns.-f* A little further, to the left, rise the 
three mountains Monticelli^ San Francesco, and 
Sant Angelo, and between the summits of these 
three neighbouring mountains appears the azure 
brow of old Socime. In the horizon, and at 
the extremity of the Roiman plains^ describing a 
circle by the West and South, may be discerned 
the heights uf M^titd Piascone, Rome^ Civita 
Vecchia, Ostie, the sea^ and Frascati, surmounted 
bf the pinest i)f ItViScdImn; Returning in Search 
^f TrroH towards * the ^st, the entire circum^ 
ference of this imi^ieiiise prospect is terminated 
by Mount Ri{>oli> formerly occupied by the 
iiouses of Brutus and Atticus^ at the &ot i^f whidi 
il the ViM Adriana. * : : : 

^ In the midst of this picture the Tevoroi* 

"^^ ♦ ^^onrthe Teverone. ^ 

* f The Varus, who wat masnered with' the legions in 
^raiany« See the admirable -description of Tacitas« 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 n^muxcnonB. tm- iTAirca 

^cetiits rapidly tcmards tbe 7ibftr> snd tib eye 
mayfblioirits^ etMivce to the bridge^ "where tbe^ 
mmiis^omof tbe JBetmily Piotia b ejected: in tfaer 
fwm of a tower; » l%e<bigh road lo Rome is alsli 
i^lnbleiii tb^ jdain. It was theaneientTibur^ 
tkie way, then bordered by sepulchres ; and ak 
pjM^ent^ haystacks of a pyranudical form ilenuaii 
tfaeapeetelor of the tombs, wfaicb tfa^ res^osld^ 
ik shape. \ 

t.: It woald bei difficnlt to find, io the retf of 
tbe wofldy a piwe no^re hlsdy to beget powerful 
z^ectiom* I do not speak of^J^cHiie^thoii^th^ 
4anMi^f that dty^re visibk^by which I at once 
9^!^. laaeb for a pt^peot:; bat I #peak otOj of 
the district and its truly interestiiig remaii^, 
Ti^ure yo«t behold the house in whioh ^ecsenasi 
abated with'the luxuries of the worlds died of ^ 
tedioi^^amplaiiEit^ Varus left this bill to shed 
his blood in the marshes of Germany/ Camuf 
radBrutlis^ibandoAed these retre^s^ in order te 
Qirerthrow their country^ tlndeiLthesapinfi&jQf 
Frascatii Cicero pursued his s^rdies. Adrian 
cpMcid anothisr Reiiei» to flow at thetfi^ot of:-that 
hill^ and Itansported into this reg^n :&o charnt 
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atui recolleoliom of the vaHey of- T«mpa Tom> 
wards this sourte d the SoltidBBtre the qaeen o£i 
Fdmyra ended her days md^acaiityt &Qcl hw» 
oity of a mdment disappeared in die desert. It' 
amn here that king> Latious considted the godl 
Faohus in the foprest of Albnnea* It vt^hew; 
liMit ilerculids had bis temple, and the J^ribU^ 
dictated her oracles^ Those are the stoontaias 
tif the ancient Sabines^ and the platan 06 
Latima, ^e land of Saturn and Rb^, the eradle^ 
of the goldeQt^ge> sttdg by all ^e poets, itf 
i^rt, thig is the smiling region of which Freodit 
geains aloi% has been> able to describe the gtaoes^ 
^tongh the pendl of IVmssiii and Clande Loi^ 
rain. 

I descended from the Vdila d.'Bst abont thre6 
o^dbck in the afternoon, and crossed the Teve^ 
rodhetiirer the bridge 6f Lupns, for the pttrpoM 
q£ re-entering TlvoU by the Sal&ier gatSi In^ 
jnisniig thfongh the grove of oUviss^ whieh- 1 
ltefare< mentioned to 3^oU) l perceived a white 
tSmfteli dedicated to tbe Madonna Quintilanta^ 
aitd'buitti^on the mins. of the villa formerly 
hebmghig to Van»s. It was Skinday--^he door 
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of the jchapel was open, and I entered. I saw: 
three altar« disposed in the form of a cross; and 
cm the middle one was a silver crncifiX) before^ 
which burnt a lamp suspended from the roof. 
A solitary man, of most unhappy mien^ wa^ 
prostrate against a bench, and praying with such 
il^rvour that he did not even raise his eyes at 
the noise of my footsteps^ as I approached. I 
fiejt what I have a thousand times ejtperienc^ ou 
entering a church — ra sort of solace to the 
troubles of the JbearC» and an ii^,escribable dis« 
gnat as to every thing earthly. I sunk upon my 
Uneea at some distance from the man, and, in*'^ 
spired by the places could not refrain from utter-^ 
ifig this prayer : 

'. " God of the traveller, who sufferest th^ 
pilgrim to adore thee in this humble asylum» 
built on the ruins of a palace once occupied by: 
a great man of this world^— -mother of affliction^ 
who hast mercifully established thy worship in 
the inheritance of this unfortunate Roman, wha 
died far from his country among barbarians—^ 
there are at the foot of your altar^ only two pros* 
\htf^ siqners. Grant this ttrapgeri who seefiit toi 
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be 80 ptofoundly humbled before your greatnesi^ 
ailthftt.he implores of yon, and let bis prayer 
obtain for me the remoyal of my inBrmitias ; $0 
that we two Christians, who are unknown to each 
Qther, who have never met but for one instant 
^^ring our lives, and who arQ. about to part and 
no more see each other here below^ may be 
astonished when we again meet at the foot of 
yt3!u^^thrope in mutually oi^ng pfirt ot our hap^ 
piQe^ to the intercQSsk>ti of this day/ and to llie 
4fliracle8(9f your charity/' < 

When I look at ail the leaves, which are 
scatt^r^d over my table, I am alarmed at having 
trifled to such an extent^ and hesitate as to send- 
ing such a letter. The fact is that I an) aware 
of having said nothing %Q yoq, ^and ^, having 
r forgotten a thousand things Svhrch 1 dtight to 
liave said.' How happen^" it, fbr instance, that 
I Have not spoken of Tusculora, and of that 
wonderful man, Cicero, who, according .to Sp- 
neca, was the only genius ever produc§<} by the 
. Roman nation, equal to the vasti^ss 9f: its em^ 
pire ? ^^ Jliud mgenium quod solum populus 
ttomanus par imperio suo hahuit'' Mjr voyage 

VOL. I. D 
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to N^filieft^ tny ilesoe)^ trito tlierciuter of VcMr 
^iiis^*my tours to Pompeii; C*pua,Caserta, Sol* 
fotam, the Xial^ of ^i^rnus, and the grotto ' of 
the Sibyl wotrfdii^erast' you. Bsdes^ where so 
many memorable scenes occurred, would aloite 
deserve a volume.. I cbuTd fancy that I still 
«aw Bauli^ where Agriftpina^s^ hoUse stbdd; 
atid where Jhe used this subliitie ejcprission to 
the iagStt$8tos seot byl^l^ i '* Fentf'iefnferi.f 
Hie isfe of Nisitia, whifeh '^rViid as a -retreat 
to Brutus, after the itturiltr' of C*sar, the 

* There is only some fatigue attendant on a descent 

into the crater of Vesuvius, but no danger, unless indeed a 

person should be surprised by a sudden eruption ; and even 

in that case, if uot hlown into tlie air by the explosion of the 

^mattei', experience lias' pre^eSfhac he may still save him- 

^#elf <m^ the lava, whi^i Sows very slowly* -but congeals so 

^Itip^dlythat^a person can s«on pass ov^ it. I descended sis 

.far as one of the three small craters, formed in the middle of 

the large one, by the last eruption. The smoke, towards 

the ude of the Torre del Annunciata was rather thick, and 

1 miade several abortive eiSbrts to reach a light which was 

visible on th6 other side towards Caserte. lu some parts ,6f 

'the mountain' the cinders were burning^hot, two'inches under 

. thetfurfoce. - - t Tacitus. 
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lAidge of Caligiila, tbe admitxabte Pi»qmaV aod 

<all thqse, palaces, buiH in. thejSM, .of which 

Horace speal^^ well deserve that any one should 

atop a moment. Virgil has fiaoed or found in 

these places the beautiful fictions of his sixth 

l^eid. It was from -hance that he wrote to 

Augustus these modest words, the only linea of 

• prose, I believe, written by this great man>. which 

have reached us : *^ Ego veroJrequente$*a te tit- 

term acdpio. De JEnea quidemm^^si meherwk 

jmn dignum auribus haherem tuts, lihenter mit-' 

terem; sed tantarmchoatarrer^sf,ut pene vitio 

mentis tantum optts ingfessus mihi videar ; cum 

prcesertimy ut scis^ alia guoque studid ad id opus 

multoque potiora impertiar.''f^ 

My pilgrimage to the tomb of Scipio Afri- 
canus is one of those from which I defrivedthe 
highest satisfaction, though I failed tri ^tiaJhiilg 
the object, for which 1 undertook it. ' 1 had^beien 
told that the mausoleum of this famous Roman 

■ • This fragment occurs in the Saturnalia of Macrobins, 

but I cannot point out the book, having no immediate meant 

of reference^. I beliieve^ however, that it is the first. 

D 2 • " ' 
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still existed, and tbat eVen tBe word patria w^* 
distinguishable on it, being all that remained of 
the inscription, which was asserted to have becti 
carved upon it. ^ 

<' Ungratefal Icmd^ thou $halt not hatfe my bone$ /*' 

I tvent to Patria, the ancient Liternum, but 
did not find the tomb.* I wandered, however, 
through the ruins of the house, which the greatest 
iskd most amiable men inhabited during his 
exile. I saw in imagination the conqueror of 
Hannibal walking on the sea-coast opposite to 
that of Carthage, and consoling himself for the 
injustice of Bomeby the charms of friendship^ 
and the consciousness, pf rectitude. 

^1 was 11^ oaiy told that this tomb was in existence ; 
but I have read the circumstances above mentioned in some 
travels, though I do not recollect by whom they were written. 
I doubt tbe^ statements, however, for the foUowinig^ 



1st.' It appeari to me that Scipioi^'ih «ptte oMri)ir|ti* 
complaints agaitist Rome, loved his country too teivi^h tb 
have witthed that such an iliscription ifaottld be'i<cofdeSF*h 
his tomb. It is contrary to all we knoW of the gentdts tf ttfe 
ancients* '" 
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. As- to th^ moijern Rornaiis^Dipdps appeRr^ 
to bfive V^en. sarcastic wheq t^ QdlU.^h^^ th^ 
Jia^Uarnqf, Rpmei. I am of opittioDr tiiat ttiere ii^ 

' p: 
Sdly* The inscription spoken of, is almost literally con- 
ceive^ in the terms of imprecation which Livy puts into the 
mouth of Sdpio when he left Rome. May not this have 
giveu rise t^ the error ? 

• Sdlyw JElutarch' mentions that in the neighbourhood of 
paietaajbjronze urn ws^ found iu a marble tomb^whei^ the 
f$\ie$ of Sqpio would most probably have been deposit^ 
mod tlvit \t IfOfie an }nfcripti«i very diffiefent to tbe o^e u^ 

up4^ djSCU8§iO|D» , . 

The i^n^^nt l.itei:uum9 having the paqae Putria, this 
ipay have given birth to th^ report lliat the word Patria wa^ 
tl^ only tptf^mng one q( the inscription upon the tomK 
JWould it not^ in fact, ^ a very singular coincidence that the 
town should t>e caUed l^atri^ ayd t^at the same word should 
«lsp }fe. fojiinil,ia ti^ sp^t^ IjUrtie upon the monument 
jpjTScipio-T-unlftSB ind^<ji w;e suppose the 9n^ to )iax^ b<^ 

It if jp^hk, i^ey^heless» that authojo^: witb^^o^ 
.^OQi un(^<:<)uaint;ed» may >have spoken of tjhis inscrip^min 
jk way ^f^^icb ^|i^ve8 ^i^p do^l^t. J gmnl .ikpt ;tb^: is even 
joi .^presfiop jjn Fl^t»r<{h, appar^utly favourable lo ibe 
JSgilg^ jl am co;^battiqg. ^ man .of great merits and who 
iM^silW^^ u^et^ecausp ^eis very unfortunate, visited 
Patria mocb about the same time that I did. We have 
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Still among them the materials, reqaisite towards 
the formation bfno common people. When thl 
Italians are closely examined, great sense, con* 
rage, patience, genius, and deep traces of their 
ancient manners are to be discovered in them, 
with a kind of superior air, and some noble 
customs, which still partake of royalty. Before 

dften coutersed together about this celebrated plaee ;^biit ^ 
atti not quite sure whether he said that he had seen thft, 
ipmbw the word (which would solve the difficlilty) or whe« 
ther he only grounded his argoment9 on popular tradition. 
For ray own part I never found the tomb itself, but iberely 
saw the ruins ©f the viUa, which arfe of no great consequence. 
Plutarch mentions some one to have stated that thfe 
tomb of Scipio Was near Rome ; but they evidently con- 
founded the tomb of the Sc^iM with that of Scipio Afn- 
eiinus. Livy affirms that the latter was at Litemum^ and 
that it was surmounted by a statue, which a tempest hikd 
thrown down; adding that he himselfhad seen the statue. M^ 
know too from Seneca, Cicero, and Pliny, that the other 
tomb, namely the family vault of the Scipios, was actually 
' in existence at one of the gates of Rome. It has been dideo- 
veredl during the pontificate of Pius «VI, and the in^cr^»- 
tions,^ appertaining to it, were conveyed to themuseun^ ^ 
the Vatican* Among the names of the members, composing 
the family of Scipio, which appear upon this mouumeut «f 
their consequence, that of Africanns is wantUig. 
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you condema this opmion^ wbicb majLappeaif.tQ 
J^N] siogolar^ you must he^r my. rQasous.for it^. 
aud at present I have not time to send them. 

What a number of observations I have to 
make upmi Italian literature ! Do yon know that 
I never saw Count Alfieri but once in my life^^ 
and can you guess in what situation ? I saw 
him put into his coffin. I was told that he 
%as scarcely at all altered. His^ conutenancf 
iippeared to me noble and grave ; but death had 
doubtless imparted isome additional degree of 
severity to it. The coffin being tfither too 
shorty a. person bent his head over his breast, 
which caused a most disagreeable motion on the 
part of the body. Thr^tighthe kindness of one 
who was very dear to Alfieri, and the politeness 
of a gentleman at Florence, who was also the 
Count's friend, I am in possession of some 
curious particulars as to the posthumous works, 
/life and opinions of this celebrated map. Most 
of the public papers in. France havegiven y?igue 
ilnd mutilated accounts of the subject. Till I 
am aWe to* communicate these particulars, 1 send 
"you the epitaph which Alfieri made for his noble 
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i«%tres$; a^; the same tibe tlmt be composed: 
bis owo. f/ i . 

ffio sit a est 

-«*/ •••••, Jlr • • • « St» • • • • 

-dslf, . ^ . Com. . • . 
Genere. formd. moribus. 
^ , Jpcomparabili. animi. candore^ 
, .. Prasclarissima. 

. wrf. Fictorio. ji^erio. 

JU3cta. quern, sarcophago. tmo.^ 

Tumulata. est. , 

. Ann&rum. iS, spatw. 

Ultra, ress omnes. dilecta. 
Et. quasi, mortale. numin^ 
Ah. ipso* constanter. habita. 
, Et. ohservata. 
Vixit. annas . • • menses . . . di^ . • . 
Hamumiw. montibus. nata^ 
OUU • . . die . . . mewis • .^ 
Aim. Bamini. JH.D. C. C.C.f 

* Sic iDtcrib^dmn me, ut ofHiior ^t opto, ^Nr«eai<Hriente | 
uti alHer, jabente Deo, aliter imcribendan^ : 

Qui, jj$xta. earn, sarcophago.uno. ; -' '• 

Conditus. £rit. quamprimum. 
t Here lies Eloisa E. St. Countess of M iUastrioa^ 
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The simplktty of this aepitsiph^ and ^fmti* 
cularly 6f fhetiote which accompaniiss it^appesrs' 
to me very afi^BCting. 

For the present I have iinkiiiwi* I seiid yoiu 
a kecqf of ruins-^do what you like #ith theim 
In the description of the different objects, of 
which I have treated, I do not think that I have 
omitted any remarkable cireumstance, unless 
it be that the Tiber is still the '' Jlaf>us Tu 
herinus.** It is said that it acquires its muddy 
appearance from the rains which fall in the 
mountains^ whence it descends. I have of^en, 
while contemplating this discoloured river in the 



by her ancestry, the graces of her person, the elegance of 
hermanners, and the incomparable candour of her mind; 
buried near Victor Alfieri au^ in the same grave ; {a) he pre- 
ferred her during twenty-six years to everything in the world ; 
f nd though mortal, she was constantly honou^ and revered 
by him as if she h^ b^n a divinity. Sheii^as bt^f^AUt Mons, 
lived .*vr ^rand-tiied -on ..*••♦ -^ - - • 

(o) To be thntihscribed, if I die first, as I bjelieve and hope I shall} 
%ttt if God ordain it otherwise, the inscription to be thus altered, 
after the meoiion of Alfieri. 

Who will soon be indosed in the same tomb with her. 
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serenest weather, represented to ikiyself a life 
b^nn amidst storms. It is in Tain that the re* 
mainder of its coarse is passed beneath a serener 
sky ; the stream continues to be tainted with the 
wateri^ of the tempest, which disturbed it at it^ 
source. 



... - r > - 
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VISIT TO MOUNT VESUVIUS.* 



On the' 5th of Januarys 1 left Naples at seveu 
o'clock in the morning, and proceeded to Por- 
tici. The sun had chased away the cl^iids of 
bight, but the head of Vesavios is always wtapt 
in mist. I began my journey np tlie mbudtliiti 
with a Cicerone^ who provided two mules/ one 
for me and one for hhnself. 

The ascent was at first on a tolerably wide 
road, betweela two platations of vines, which 

* The following observations were not intended for the 
public eye, as will easily be perceived from the particular 
character of the reflections which they contain. They were 
principally written in pei^cil as I ascended to &e crater of 
the volcano. I have not chosen to correct any part of th«i 
short journal, that I might not in any degree interfere with 
the truth of the narrative ; but for the reasons mentioned 
the reader is requested to peruse it with indulgence. 
3 
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were trained upQn poplara. I soon began to feel 
the cold wintry air^ but l^^pt advancing, and at 
length pei'ceiyed, a little below the vapours of 
the midflle region, the tops of some trees. They 
were the eln^s of t)|e hermitage. The misqrable 
habitations of the vine- dressers were now visible 
on both sidesy amidst a rich abundance of La^ 
ohf^jnp^ Chrisfi. In other respects, I observed a 
parched s/^U ^nd naked vin(i$ intermucod with 
pine-trees in the form of an nmbrella^ some aloei 
in the hedge, iieiQiuneiablo rolling Jtpnes^ and 
ndt a single bird. - 

On reaching the firel. level gronnd of the 
mountain, a naked plain lay stretched before me^ 
fl^d I hftd also in view^ im^ summits of Vesu- 
ymBr-rQu the left the SommOf on the* right the 
present month of the Volcano* These two beads 
WfiU&, f pvjdoppd la pale cloiouls. J proceeded. 
QujOigiejside tli£.6omkna falls in, and on theother^ 
I b^^n to #*sftingnishe| the hollows made in the 
cdne of the volcano, which I was about to clinib; 
The lava of 1766 and 1769 covered the plai% 
which I was crossings It is a frightful 3nip)^ 
desert, where. the lava, cast qut Jiike drpas tppfflM 
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forge, (fisp%s itsr whifehV sfetittt^npona bladH 
ground^ exactly i^emblirig dried moss! 

tteaviing the coiie of the VSlcltftS t6 th* 
t^ght and folld^^^ing the rdad'itfi 'tl}e left, I 
reached the foot -of a hilf, dr kthter a ^tXY, 
fbrtned of the lava, which overwhelmed flfetcd* 
Ikheum. TWs species of wall is plftttteiJ.WidS 
Vines' biiihe borders of the|>lain, aii^'c^^ fife 
opposite side itfa deep valley, §lted by si 6b|>^ 
The air h^yvv^bfegatt to *^^bite shngwdly;*' v : 

I climbed- this hBl in order to Vtdt tbeh^Tu 
mitage which I perceived from the otfcer iside. 
The heavens IdiJvteTeti V thfe 'clockds ^isscevded 
land flic?w along the smfkce^ the eiarth likW^ey 
s^6ke, 'or aihes dri^ri bfeft^-e^the wind^ I be^art 
to hear a nrnrmnrin^ -Sdtod ftmong ti^e elm^ of 
AWhemiitage. ^ 

> The iiermit- came forth to *ecei ve^ €iie, ^c^d 
hdd the bridle of my mule while ! ^ightedi 
He was £f tall man with an open c^tdmn^t 
and good address. He invited me iot* hifi eell, 
aiid placed upon the table a repast of bread; 
tip|>les and eggs. He sat. down oppoiike' to me^ 
rested^ both; his elbows on the tahle> and calmly 
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The elcmdi^^^ert^^o^oeted'aU round nsy^a^ no 
object; €0!Bl4;i»f dislingnisliecl through thetwiii# 
daw^ of th4 ^hermitage. ' Notbing^^ was. heai^. hi 
this. dreary^ abyss, of yaponr, but the whistling. of 
tiie iwind, and the distant noise, of tl^ .waves^ as 
ibey broke; upon the shores of Hercuhmeunu 
iFbefe^was something singular in the situation.of 
this tranquil abode of Christisui-hospitaRtyTrTiJi 
imall eell^ at the foot of a volcaQO and in the 

4Blidst 0f a tempest.:, : t : ' 

* The.hercoijtfp^ciit^ to^^me the book k| 
iRpbidi ostiifuogersf virhft , visit Vesuvius, are accuse 
tomed to make some memorandum.. In this 
vibluitie I did not;Jiid: one remark worthy of 
rdco)k€tv>Q. The French indc^^ with the good 
taste natural to our nation^ had contented tbenif 
sd'ves^l^h; mentioning the date^of their janrney, 
Ar piy^ A cQinplimcint to the hcrniit for bit 
li^f^alilf.; it wpuld: seem that this volcaM 
had Qo very^ remarkable efiect upon the visitorst 
frhiob i^nfirms me /in the idea I some time 
iiaee . formed^ ; namely, that grand objects a^ 
grand subjects ^e less /capable of giviiig birth 
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to great ideas than is genenJif saf^sed; for 
iheif grandem being t^idml^ aU* ^that is added) 
beyond this fact, becomes mere r^petitioQ. Tie 
^y nascetur ridimdus inus'^ is true of all mooii^ 
tains* 

. I left the hermitage at half past two o'clod^ 
And continued to ascend the hill of Iaya» cri 
which I had before proceeded. On ray left was 
the valley, whidi separated me from the Somvm$ 
«m my right the plain of the cone. Not a liying 
creatnre did I see in this horrible region bot. a 
foor, lean^ sallowy hal&na]c;ed girl, who was 
bending nnder a load of f^^igots, which she bad 
cut on the mountain.-^ r : ^ ; 

The clouds now «nftirialy shut -out the view ; 
lor the wind blew' them upwards from the black 
plain, of which, if clear, 1 should have com- 
mandfsd the prospect, and caused theoi^^ta pass 
4ivter the lava road, upon which ,1 was fiufiiiiiig 
mf way. I heard nothing bat the soii»d^ jj»y 
IDolefs footsteps. * . . : , . 

At length I quitted the hill, bending t6. ^ 
Kght, and re^descending into the plain of lav^ 
whidb j^joins the cone of the volcano, and 
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which I crossed. lower down on my road to the 
hermitage ; biit even when in the midst of these 
calcined fragments, the mind can hardly form to 
itself an idea of the appearance which the dis* 
trtct must assume, when covered with fire and 
molten ' metals by an eruption of Vesavins, 
Dante had, perhaps, seen it when he describes 
in his Hell those showers of ever*l>arning fire, 
which descend slowly and in sllenc4i *^ comedi 
neve in Alpe senza vento/* 

** Arivammo ad una landa 
Che dal «uo letto ogni pianta rimove 



Lo spazzo er' un* arena mndi^ e spessa 
Sorra tutto* '1 «abbion d*an cader lento 
Pioven di fuoco dilatata» e falde. 
Come di neve in Alpe senza rento., 

Spow was here visible in several places, 
ind I suddienly discovered at intervals Pdrtici^ 
Capri, Iscbia, Pftu$ilipi« the sea ^t^dded vfitH 
the white* sails of fishing boats, and the cor^stj Qf 
the gulph ot Naples, hpr4ered with orange trees. 
It was a view of paradise from the infern^ 
regions. 
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Oa reaching the foot of the cone, we alighted 
from oar mnles. My guide gave me a long staffi 
and we began to climb the huge mass of cinders* 
The clouds closed in, the fog became more 
dense, and increasing darl$:ness surrounded us. 

Behold me now at the top of yesuv][us, 
where I seated myself at the mouth of the; volcano, 
wrote down what had hitherto occurred, and 
prepared myself for a descent into the crater. 
The sun. appeared, from time to time, through 
the mass of vapours, which enveloped the whole 
.mountain, and concealed from me one of the 
most beautiful landscapes in the world, while it 
doubled the horrors of the place I wa3 in. Ve- 
suvius, thus separated by clouds from the en- 
chanting country i|t its hasp, has the aj^^a^'ance 
of being placed in the completest desert, and the 
spvt of terror, which it inspire^, is in np. degree 
din^inished by the spectacle of a flourishing city 
at its foot. . 

I proposed to my guide that we sljould 
descend into the crater. He nwde several 
objections, but this was only to obtain a little 
more money ; and we agreed upon a sum^ whioh 
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he received on thb spot He then took off his 
clothes, and we walked some time on the edge 
of the abys8j in order to find a part whleh was 
less perpendicolar, And more commodioiis fot 
our descent. The guide discovered one^ and 
gave the signal for me to accompany him.— We 
plnnged down. 

Fancy us at the bottom of the gnlph.'i^ I 
despair of describing the cfaaosj which surroanded 
me. Let the reader figure to himself a basin^ a 
thousand feet in circumference^ and three hun* 
dred high, which forms itself into the shape of a 
funnel. Its borders or interior walls are furrowed 
by the liquid fire, which this basin has contained, 
and vomited forth. The projecting parts of 
these walls resemble those brick pillars, with 
which the Romans supported their enormous 
masonry^ Large rocks are hanging down m 
diffierrat parts, and their fragments mixed with 
cinders into a sort of paste, cover the bottom of 

the abyss, 

' ' I ' i 

* There is fatigue, but very little danger attendant on 
a descent into the crater of Vesuvius, unless the investigator 
should be surprised by a sudden eruption. 
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l^ia bottom of the basiri is ploughed and 
ipd^ed in vlriona maiiBera. Near the middle 
are thre^ re^tsi ^r smill mototb$« recaitly opcoei^ 
whiidi itischti^d fiame^ during the occopatKiti 
of Naples by tbe French ih 1 798- 

Smoke proceeds fr<>m dtfiferent points of die 
^rater^ especially on the side towajrds U Tom 
del Ortco. On the oppositi^ side, towards Ga* 
seste^ I perceived flame. When you plunge 
your hand into the cinders, you find them of a 
burning heat, several inches under the surface. 
The general colour of the gulph is black as oo^X ; 
but Providence, a5 I have often observed, c»n 
Iqipart grace at his pleasure even to plgects 
the most horrible. The lava, in some places^ i^ 
tinged with a^ure, ultra-marine, yellpw, and 
orange. Rocks of granite are waited and 
twisted by the action of fire, |i;nd bent to their 
very extremities, so that they exhibit the sem- 
blmice of the leaves of palms^ and acftMhu9, 
The volcanic matUir having cooled on the rocks 
over which it flowed, many figures are thus 
l^ipedt 3uch as roses^ girandoles, and ribbons. 
The ro9k9 likewise assume the forms of plaiit» 

£ 2 
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and anfmali, dnd io^itate the Tarions figures," 
which are to bfe seen in agates. I particularly^ 
observed on a blueish ro6k, a white swan mo-^^ 
ddled in sd perfect a mander that I could have 
almost sworn I beheld this beautifoi bird sleeps 
ing on a placid lake^ with its head bent tinder 
its tving, and its long neck stretched over* itt 
back like a roll of silk. ^ 

** Ad vada Meandri condnit alhui olor!* 

I found here that perfect silence which I 
have, on other occasions, experienced at noon 
in the forests of America, when I have held my 
breath and heard nothing except the beating of 
my heart and temporal artery. \X was only at 
intervals that gusts of wind, descending from 
the cone to the bottom of the crater, rustled 
througH my clothes or whistled round my staff, 
lalso heard some stones, which my guide kicked 
on one side, as he climbed through the cinders; 
A confused echo, similar to the jarring of metal 
or glass, prolonged the noise of the fall, and 
afterwards all was silent as death. Compare 
this gloomy silence with the dreadful thundering 
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din, which sfaal^es these very places^ when the 
ydcano vomitB fire from its entrails^ and covera^ 
the earth with darkness. ,. , 
. A philosophical reflection may here be 
made, which excites oar pity for the sad state 
oi human affairs. What is it, in fact^ but the 
fiimotis jrevolutions of Empires, combined .with, 
the convulsions of patnre, that cht^nges the facq 
of the earth and the ocean ? A happy circnm^ 
^ance. would it at least be, if men would not 
anjioy themselves in rendering each other pii$er- 
able, during the short time that they are allowed 
to dwell tog^er. Vesuvius has *n6t pnce 
opened its abyss to swallow up cities, without 
its fury surprising mankind in the midst of blood 
and tears. What are the first signs of civiliza* 
tion and improved humanity, which have been 
found, during our days, under the lava of the 
volcano? Instruments of punishment and skie^* 
letcms in chains \ * y 
i. . Times alter, and human destinies are liable 



* AtPompeia. 
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to the sdme iMOti^t^ticy. ^ LU^'* teyft n Gr^fk. 
song, '^ Is Mkci the wheels of a chariot." 

Pliny lost his life from a wi&h to ^mtem^ 
plat6^ iat k Stance, the votehnd, Id the oentre of 
Which I was idoW tranquilly Seated, i saw the 
ahyss stiioklng round me. I rejected that a few 
fitthoins below me wais a gulpk of fifs.-^^ 
I rcifl^cted that the voIt^aBO might at 6nce 
disgorge ifcs entrails, and lauBch me into the air 
with all rtie rocky fragments by which i ww 
surrounded. 

What iProvidMce 'conducted me hither f 
By what thiance did the tempests of the Atneri* 
ten oeean cast me on the plains of Lavima ? 
*^ LavinafHe venit littora.^' I canimt refrain 
from returning to the agitatioiiB of this Uft^ n 
which St. Augustine says that things are foH of 
misery, and hope devoid of happiness. Rtm 
plenam miseriasf, spem beaiitudifns inanem. Born 
on the rocks of America^ the lErst sound, whidh 
struck my ear on entering^ the world, was that 
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(^ttresea/aBfl on how mai^y:rfii«pc» bwej seea 
the samb waves breiJ^, that ft^d npe hjere again ! 
Who would have told me, a few years ago, that 
I should hear these wanderers moaning at the 
tombs of Scipio and Virgil, after they had rolled 
at my feet on tbeco^st of England^or the strand 
of Canada P My name is in the hut . of the 
savage of Florida, and in the hermit's book at 
Vetuviijis, When shall I l^y down, at the gate 
of my fathers, the pi^rim's staff and mantle ? ■ 

<^0 patria t O J^ivum ^mus lUutti / 

How do I envy the lot of those, who never 
quitted their native land, andliave no adventures 
to record ! 
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t HAVE seen many mountains in Europe an4 
America^ and it has always appeared to me that 
in ' describing these monuments of nature, 
Writers have gone beyond the truth. My last 
experience in this respect has not produced any 
change in \ny opinion. 1 have visited the valley 
of Chamouni^ rendered famous 1)y the labours 
of M. de Saussure ; but I do not know whether 
the poet would there find the *^ speciosa deserti^ 
which the mineralogist discovered. JBe that as 
it may, I will simply describe the reflections, 
which I made during my journey. My opinion, 
however^ is of so little consequence thas it can- 
not offend any one. 

I left Geneva in dull cloudy weather, and 
reached Servoz at the moment that the sky was 
becoming clear. The crest of Mont Blanc^ as 
it is termed, is not discoverable from this part of 
the fcountry, but there is a distinct view of the 
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sAo\lv^•dad ridge catlea Sir dome.- - TIte"Motit6» 
^re here passed^ and the traveller enters the 
valley of Ghamounik He proceeds under the 
glacier of the Bossons, the pyramids of which 
are seen through the' firs and larches. M. 
Bourrit has compared this glacier, from its whiter 
aess, and the great extent of its chrystals, to a 
fleet under sail. I wonld add in the midst of a 
golph encircled with verdant forests* 

I stopped at the village of Chamouni^ and 
pn the following day went to Montanvert, which 
I ascended in the finest weather* On reaching 
its summit, which is only a stage towards the 
top of Mont Blanc^ I discovered what is im- 
properly termed the Sea of Ice. 

Let the Reader fignre to himself a valley, 
th^ whole of which is occupied by a river. The 
mountains^ near this valley, overhang the river 
in rocky masses, forming the natural spires of 
Pru, Bochard, and Charmoz. Further on, the 
valley and river divide themselves into two 
branches, of which the one waters the foot of 
9 high mountain, called the Col du Geant or 
Giant> hill^ and the other flows past the rocks 
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cailfd ^ni9ft». OQ.,the Q|rpoaile Mdt m a.de-r 
cUvity, whidb jcppmiuHis a prospect of the 
valley of ClrnxnatmL This declivity, which if 
nearly vertical, is almost cDtirely occupied by the 
pjMTtum of thcr sea or lake of ice, whiqh is called 
the glacier des hois. Suppose then that a %&r9m 
winter bus occumd. The riverj^ whk^h fi31$ the 
valley^ through all its inflexioais and dMlivitieSy 
has been frozen to the very bottom of its 1)ed« 
The summits of the neigbbouripg mountains 
are loaded with ice and snow wherever the ^anite 
has been of a form suflicientfy horizontal to re^ 
tain the congealed waters. Such is the lake of 
iqe» and such its situation. It is man^est that 
it is not a sea, and not a laike, but a river ; J«($t 
as if one saw the Rhine comptetely frozen. 

When we have descended to the lake of ice, 
the surface, which appeared tp be smooth and 
4^ntire while surveyed from the be^hts of MoiM 
tanvert^displaji^ a number of points and cavities. 
The peaks of ice resemble the. craggy forms of 
the Jofty cliffs, which on all sides overhang them* 
They are like a relief in white madble to the 
neighbouring momitains. 
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Let us oour ^peak of tnottiitaiim in geiterd. 
Tbere are two knodes of Meiog iheai» with and 
withoQt clouds. Hiese form the f^cipal eba* 
racterof the Alps. 

When clooded^ the scene is more ammatgd,^ 
Imt it is ohscure^ and often so confused that one^ 
can hardly distinguish its features. The clouds 
clothe the rocks in a thousand ways, I hav« 
seen a bald cmg at Servoz, across which- a cloud 
obliquely pa&B^ like the ancient t(^; and T 
could have fancied I beheld a colossal statue o£ 
a Roman. In another quarter the cuitt^ated 
part of the mountain appeared ; but a harrier of 
vapour obstraoted the view from my statioHi 
and below it black xuxntinoathms of. the^rocl^s 
peeped through, imitati!^ the Chimera^ thm 
Sphinji^t the heads of the Anuhis, and various 
fiinns of monsters and gods, worshipj>ed by this 
D^ptians. * 

When the x^louds are dispersed by the Wttd| 
the numntains appear to be capidly iyii^g b^ind 
thisH^t curtain, alternately hiding atid dis- 
covering^ themselves . At one time, a spot of 
verdure suddenly displayed itself through the 
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^enitig of a climd^ like an island suspended in 
tlie Heavens ; at another a rocfc slowly disrobed 
itself, and gradually^ pierced through the dense 
Tapour like a phantom. On sudi an occasion^ 
ihe melancholy traveller hears only the rnstling 
of the wind among the pines, and the roaring of 
Ae torrents which fall into the glaciers^, mingled' 
at intervals with the loud fall of an avalanche^^ 
and sometimes the whistle of the affrighted 
marmot, which has seen the hawk of the Alp* 
sailing in the air. 

When the sky is without clonds, and the 
ampitheatre of the mountains entirely display^ 
to view, one circumstance is particularly deseW- 
ing of notice. The summits of the mountain^^ 
fts they tower into the lofty regions, present to 
the eye a purity of delineation, a neatness df 
|>lan and profile, which objects in the plain do 
not possess. These angular heights, under the 
transparent dome of Heaven, resemble beauttftil 
specimens of natural history, such as fine trees 
of coral, or stalactites inclosed in a globe' ctf the 

* The suddeD descent of an enoraious mass of snow 
from the mountain into the valley. 
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purest cfarystaL The inotiQtaiDeer searches m 
these elegant appearanees.for objects, whioh are 
iamiUar to him; hence the names of the Mules^ 
tjbke CharxnoZ) or the Chamois, and the appella* 
lions borrowed fVom religion, the heights of thl^ 
troas, the rock of the altar^ the glacier of the 
J^ilgrims — simple and artless denominations, 
which prove that if man be incessantly occnpied 
in pro¥i4ing for his wi^nts, he every where 
flights to dwell upon subjects which ofifer 
consolation. 

. As to mountain tiiees, I jihall only mention 
the pine, the larchi and the fir, because they 
constitute, as it wt^re, the oaly decoration of the 
Alps, 1 , 

The pine, by its. shape calls to mind the 
beauties of arcUtecture, its branches having the 
elegance of the pyramid, and its trunk that of 
die column. It resembles also the form of iim 
rocks, among which it flourishes. I hav^ often^ 
i^n the ridges and advanced cornices of the 
;ipi»>untains, confounded it with the pointed 
speaks or beetling cliffs. Beyond the hiJl "of 
Balme, at the descent of the glacier de Trien, 
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i^&mfB^^ vf6^(Q{ P&M9 &fi» and krchis, whtdi 
fi^pfts^all th^i^^iigMers mpMnt of bemitjr. 
Every tree ia this fafldty of gmnta has existed 
(levarfil agtfii and the Alpine tribe has ^ king, 
which the glides UIm care tx^ poart; out to tra^ 
TCllots. It is & fir, which might serve ai a 
piMt for the largest man of war. The monardk 
alone i» without a wonnd-^while all his subjecis 
toumI him Bxe mutilated. One has lost bis hfead-^ 
another, part of b^ arms ; ^Ihird, has hceii rent hgr 
lightning, and a fourth Maekened by die hefdl^ 
jmn's fire. I pardcalariy mrtked twina which 
had qpttti^ from the same trmk; aiid tdw^r^ 
atoft together. Th»y wem alike in height, hrm, 
and age ; but tl^ one was full of vigour, and the 
othor in a atate of decay. Itiey called to my 
SEond these knptwsive lines of Virgtl : 

'* DtkucUf Laridt Thymierfue, simillima prolet^ 
** Indiscreta suiSf gratusque parentibus error , 
**jti nunc dura dedii vobU discrimina Pallas." 

^^ Oh Laris and Thimber, 4win tons eif 
Daucus, and ao much resembling ea^ ^tis^^ 
that even your panaits could nc^ diac^rtt the 
3 
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didbrence, and ftit ddig^ in the iiii6taA:es 
vfaich you caued ! B«t deatk has caused a 
moornfiil difference between yot.'? 

I may add that the pine annenncet the soIp- 
tade and indigence of the moantaio, on* which it 
is found. It is the companion of the poor Savoy* 
trd^ of whose lot it partakes. like him it 
grows and dies upon inaccessible eminences^ 
^here its posterity perpetnates it^ to perish 
equally unknown. It is on the lardi that the 
mountain bee ^thers that firm and savoury 
lioney, which mixes so agreeably with the ra^ 
berries and cream of Montanbert. The getotle 
murmuring of the wind among tlie ptnes has 
been extolled by j^tstoral poels^ but when ^ 
gale is violent, the noise resembles that of the 
sea, and you sometimes actually think that yoa 
hear the roaring billows of the ocean in the 
middle of the Alps. The odour of the pine ts 
aroiftatic and agreeable. To me it has a^ pecu* 
liar charm ; for I have smelt it at sea, when 
more than twenty leagues from the coast of 
yiqpnia. It likewise always awakens m my 
mind the idea of that new world, which was 
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ftnnoimcecl to me by a balmy air-— of that fiti^ 
region and those brilliant lakes, where the per- 
fume of the forest was borne to me upon the 
matin breeze ; and as if every thing was connected 
in our remembrance, it also calls to mind the 
sentiments of regret and hope which alternately 
occupied my thoughts, when, leaning over the 
side of the vessel^ I thought of that country which 
I had lostj and those deserts^ which I was about 
to, explore. , 

But to arrive finally at my peculiar opiniQU 
as to mountains, I will observe that as there can 
be no beautiful landscape without a mountainous 
horizon^ so there is no place calculated for an 
agreeable residence, and i^o landscape which is 
satisfactory to the eye and heart where a defi- 
ciency of space and air exists. Still the idea of 
great sublimity is attached to mountainous 
views, and with great justice as far as regards 
the grandeur of objects ; but if it be proved that 
this grandeur, though real in its efiects, is not 
}Mrop^rly perceived by the senses, what becomes 
of the sublimity ? 

It is with the monupoeiits of nature as with 
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tliQse of art. To enjo^ their beauty, a person 
CQiiist be 3tati<oned at the true point pf perspective, 
l^jthout tbjs the fbjfnis, the colouring, and |;he 
..propi^rtions entijely (jl;§appe^r. )^n the (nterior 
. of rnounta^ijqs, ^ when , the object , itseli 
tojifhed, and the fi^ld, in ^vhich the o 
is quite confiped, the diniensions, n^cc 
; thpir grancjeur— a circumstance &o tn 
J|S pntini^aljy .Received ^as to tlje h 
.^^3tanqes. I appeal to travellers wh 
•^lanc appeared to them very Ipfty from the 
valley of Chamounie« An immense lake in the 
J^lps li^s often the, appearance of a s,mall pond. 
You fap^y a few st^ps.^will, bring you to the top 
of an J aGcliyity, which ypu are three hours in 
climbing. A Vfhole day hardly suffices to eflfeqt 
your escape from a Affile, the i^iptremity 9f 
/which you seemed at fipt almost to touch with 
^ your |iand. This grandeur of mojantains, there- 
fore, so oitf n ^welt upon, hps no reality, except 
in the fatis^ue, which it causes. As to the land- 
^scape, it is npt ii)uchgraf]i|:}er^to, the eye, than 
^an or<^inary one. 

JBut thej^ tnj9]^ntains^^whic^ lose .^^hfir ap* 

VOL, I. F 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



66 RtCOLlECtlOKS or ItALT. 

parent grandeur /when they are too nearfy 
approached' by the spectatcH*^ are neverthelesSi so 
gigantic that they destroy what would otherwise 
. constitute their ornament. Thus by contrary 
laws, every thinjg is diminished, both as a whdie 
and in its separate parts. If nature had made 
the trees a hundred times larger on the mbun- 
^^ tains than in the plains, if the rivers and cascades 

, poured forth waters a hundred times more abun- 
dant^ these grand woods and grand waters might 
produce most majestic eflfects upon the extended 
face of the earth ; but such is^ by no means the 
case. The frame of the picture is enlarged 
beyond all bounds, while the rivers^ the forests, 
the villages and the flocks preserve their ac- 

^ ^customed proportions. Hence there is no affinity 
bet;WGen the whole and the partj between the 
theatre and its decorations. The plan of the 

. mountains being vertical, a scale is thereby 
supplied, with whidh the eye examines and com* 
pares the objects it embraces, in spite of a wish 
to do otherwise, and these objects one by one 
proclaim their own pettiness when thus brought 
to the test. For example, the loftiest pines can 
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Jbaritiy be distinguished from the vallies, or look 
only lik^ flakes of soot dashed on Che spbt. The 
tracks of pluvial waters, in the^e black and 
j^oomy woods, _have the appearance of yellow 
^parallel stripes, while the largest torrents aild 
^steepest cataract3 resemble small streams, or 
.bluish vapours. 

Those, who have discovered diamonds, to- 

pa^es and emeralds in the glaciers, are more 

fortunate than I was; for my^ imagination was 

^ never able to perceive these treasures. The 

^ f pow at the foot of the Glacier des Bois^ mixed 

with the dust of the jgranite, seemed to me like 

, ashe$. The Lake of Ice might be taken/in 

several quarters, for a lime or plaister pit. Its 

crevices were the only parts which afforded any 

.prismatic colours, and when the masses of ice 

; jrest on the rock, they look like so much coin- 

xnoQ gl^ss. 
] This white drapery of the Alps 

. inconvenience too, not yet mentioned, 
^.-every thing around it look black, n 
. .darkens the azure sky ; nor must it be supposed 
^^that the spectator is remunerated for this dis- 

.F*2 
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^^^tekihte 'effect l)y tlie fine contrast wFA the 
'fcdloutof tftesrioW itself. The tint, i^ich' l»c 
' ndghbbtirrng mountains confer ttponit/is'lobt 
to a person ^tatibiied at thdr feet. The 8]!>Ieik- 
'dbar,wit)i which 'the isetting ^nn gilds the sum- 
mits of the !Alps in Sivoy, is only sfeen by the 
inhabitants of Lausanne. As to^e triV^ffter, 
who' passes thVdiigh the Valley of Chkbibuni, it 
^|s In vain that tie eip^cts to witness this bniti^t 
' spectacle. He ^^es bvier 'his liekd, ks if th^ou^ 
a, funnelj a sm^l portion of sky which is a 
diiigy blue in 'i)oiht bf icdlour/and unmixed Wiflb 
any golden or pqrple marks of the setting laibi- 
naiy. "Wretched district^ upon? which -the sdn 
hardly casts a- lobk (^Ven kt' noon through its 
frozen barrier! 

May I be allowed to nttef atrivial truth ftnr 
the purpose o£ making myself better uhderstobd ? 
In a painting — a back ground is necfi^sisary, and 
*£>f this ^urpo^e a ctirtdin is often ^ resohed to. 
In nattire the sky is ^he ctirtain of the liindst^pe ; 
if that be Vanting in the bafek^* grbuttd, - evriry 
thihg: is confused and withoul'6ffect. 'NoMr^the 
mountains/ "Pi^hen' a' p^ersbn' is 'too niiiar thefli> 
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Cfbaitn^ct, 2^ view, qf tjie §r^?Mfr patt of ^e sky. 
T^het)^ i^npt sfli Qj^px^^h^ round them ; tjiey capt 
1^ ql^fM^e, v^n ^ach, Qther^ and injter<;ban|[!e the 
<|^rj^if(^,s i;i(hi^h, pcfrpetiually^ prey^ls aniQXig t^ 
cayijues 9^ the, rocks. Tfo kiiow wl^etl^er qnpua- 
taU^/^i^di^capes have so decisive a aiiperiprity^ it 
k 9,nty ^^qi^isite to consi^lt painter?^ You will 
i^je t^t tjh^ hay^ always tljJjowi^ eminences into 
the ^^ta^fe^ thereby openiDg to the eye a viey 
^\!?Q9(^s ^nd plaifl^s.. 

^hexe is Qjniy o;^^ period at which mountains 
^pie^r wi^h all tb^ji,^' n2>tural sablimity ; namel;^ 
|?y m,oon-^ght. It i[s the property o^ this twi- 
lighlf plapet to impart only a sjn^le, tint without 
^y re^ectio^^ ^iid to increase objects by isolating 
Jhf passes, ^s well ^s by causing that gradation 
pf pplour^ to difi^ppear, wfiich connect the differ- 
^f parts of a picture. Hence the more bold and 
f|ff id^d the f?atufe? of a rock or mpnntainy a . 
fhp pore hardness there is in the 4??ign, so 
piuch the pore \yjll the moon bring oqt the lines 
erf shade. It is for this reason that Roman 
;archit^ctiire, like tjie contour of mountains, is so 
.hpputffi^ji by nippp-light. 
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70 RECOLLECTIONS OF iTAtT. 

The grand^ therefore, and consequmitly 
that species of sublimity, to which it gives hirtb, 
disappears in the interior of a mountainbns 
coiintry. Let us now see whether the gracefid 
is to be found there in a mOre eminent degree; 

The valleys of Switzerland create at first a 
sort of ecstacy; but it mnst be observed that 
they are only found so agreeable by comparison; 
Undoubtedly the eye, when-fatigned by wander- 
ing over sterile plains, or promontories covered 
with reddish lichen, experiences great delight iu 
again beholding a little verdure and vegetation. 
But in what ^oes this verdure consist ? In some 
pitiful willows, in some patches of oats and bar- 
ley, which grow with difficulty, and are long in 
ripening, with some wild trees, which bear late 
and bitter fruit. If a vine contrives to vegetate 
in some spot with a Southern aspect, and care- 
fully protected from the Northern blasts this 
extraordinary fecundity is pointed out to yon as 
an object of admiration. If yon ascend the 
neighbouring heights, the great features of ihe 
mountains cause the miniature of the valley to 
disappear. The cottages become hardly visiMe, 
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aiBd the cultivated parts look like so mac^y pat^^ 
teTM on a draper's card. ,- 

. Moch has been s^^id of mpantain flowers—^ 
the violet^ which is gathered on the borders of 
theglacierSy the strawberry which reddens in thja 
snow, &;c bnt these are imperceptible wonders» 
which prodnce no effects The ornament is too 
smfll for the colossus, to which it belongs. 

, It appears that 1 am altc^her unfortunate, 
for I have not been able to discover in these 
cottages, which have been rendered famous by 
the enchanting imagination of J. J. Rousseau, 
My thing but miserable huts filled ^ with the 
ordure of cattle, and the smell of cheese and fer^ 
inched milk. I found the inhabitants of thcan 
to be forlorn mountaineers, who considered 
themselves exiles, and longed for the luxury of 
d^ending into th^ valleys. 

Small birds, flying irom one firosen cliifltto 
another, with here and there a couple of ravais 
^ ^r a hawk, scarcely give animation to theroc&y^ 
^ snpw\clad scenery, where a fall of rain is almort 
^ i^lwajs die only object in motion, which salutes 
^jfpur sight. Happy is the man in thb n^on, 
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ivfed bears the stiorni anttottticed fro^'sonie olff 
fir by the woodpedser. Yet t*hiy ibeliftnchaiy 
indication of life makes Tnjfiiiind feel s£fll mwe 
sensibly <he genera* dliktlr tf^tiilid' mi. TKfe 
ehflnw>is;tfi'eftofa^aetiiis^^^ dtfrf the ilirhl^i^abbilttf 
are Anfdst ^niiMf .dVsfrbyed. Uvcn mfarhibB 
areb^cbiftfng scarce; aridAe VhtU SSvoyiardf i^ 
threatened wkh ^he l6sfa of ht^ t^easArt^ TK« 
wild atiimdls fl(i'6 ^cteeSid ihi ilie suihinits of 
the Alpef by herds of Cattle, Which rfe^ret iUd 

t^y are not allowed to iei^o;^ thfe plain as ^fll 

* 

a^ their masters.' Th^y hdve; ho^etfeff, ^fi^ri 
lyihg iti the cokrse herbdi^e of the Caok diitrift, 
the merit of ietllivening tlie licene; md the tnoB 
80 because they rtei^ t6 mind the defi^^riptions (if 
the aiicient poets. 

. Nothitig remains bui to sfjeak of the seh^- 
tions experienced ambiig moBifitkinsr, 4nd thes^ 
are to me very jpainfhi. I caiitiot be nappy where 
I witness ofa illl side^ the itibst assidobfas labour, 
And the most unheard-of tbil, while an bngratefdl 
soil refuses all reicbmpense. The mountitihdelr^ 
who feds his misfbrtutte, is more Sincere tUiui 
tri^Vdters. His c&lh the plkitui th^ good Wluiitiy^ 
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"atfd'deeS'irtWpAitetKl'that the rookft^aieBstwii^bif 
fK^ sWe» df bis brow, boD not ihereby' wndw«d 
fij6Ve textile; ai««! *« itiDStbiaoliFal and best of 
Ooil'^^8|»fen^On«. » hoappeaW higMy a^ 
taolierf ti** Ms tooitotafm, tbw «cnt be reckoned 
tflftOYi^ ffie- uiiirv«tkfu4' ddtiiwctioff, wWch the 
Ateigfcty b*r esfaMfebeA, between ott» trouble^ 
fl* of^ecti #*fell <ft»t««B thetft, aftd did plaices, ift 
which we experienced them. It iff al«o attribtf- 
table to the rtdoMscti^w ©f Jtffen<Jf ♦ to the first 
sentiments of tbe »l«fff» to fh* pteftwrc* awd fevea 
^0 rig<>nr9 of the pateriial ha^ntetion. Moiet 
selitafy thto the reit b£ ibankiud^ mora seriofis 
frditt* habit of eodaring hardships, the moon- 
tameer finds support iii fait own sehtiments. 
The ettreme loVe of his country cides not arise 
^j» fl&y charm in the district trhich he inhabits^ 
%ut from tb^ eoficeatrattdn of hin ideas, and the 
limited eatetit bf his wants. 

Mountains), bowe'i'e^, are said tb he the 
abode of oemtehiplation.i^^l dwibt t|w«* I doubt 
whether any one can fnfluige in tonteniplation, 
when his walk is fatiguing, ^nd when the atten- 
tion he is obliged to teWWW on his steps, entirely 
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occapes bis t^in^k The lowr of »4itodit^ who 
gazed with open mouth at chiixien$»^ while Jb^ 
was dimhiag ft^Qtitanvert^ im|^welliftll in^ 
some pits/ like the asirologer^ who pretended to 
read over head when he could uot see his feet. i 
I am well aware that poets have fixed upon 
valleys and woods as the proper pkees to con** 
verse with the Muses. For iostance let us hear 
what Virgil says. 

<' Rura mihietriguif^aemiim ptdMuimum,' ' 
<< f7tiiiitiui amem, $!fkia$igi$emglorm$/* 

From this quotation it is evident that he 13ml 
the plains, '^mro^fusAi;*' he looked for agree- 
able, smiling, ornamented vaUeys, ** vaUilms 
mmes ; '* he was fond of ri^^«; ftimAma am§m/ 
(not torrents) and forests, in wfaieh he could pa^ 
his life without the parade of glory, '^ syhasque 

, dt^ihrimJ' These sybne are beautiful groves oi 
tmkSy elms,^nd beecheS) not melancholy woods 
^f fir ; for he does not say in this passage, ** ^t 
h^entiramorum protegat undml,'* that he msfaes 

< Jba be enveloped in thick shade. 

: ■ 11 I I I I I ■ I II ' , ' V'-nt i - • 

* La Fontaine. . ' .: 



Digitized 



by Google 



And itrbere does lie wish thaf Ais valley 
shall be situated ? In a place, SvMch will inspire 
happy tecollections and harmoniotts tiamesj With 
tradkioiis of Ae nmses and of history : - 

** Sperckius^efetvirginibusbaechata Laccmis 
** Taygeta / O qui me gelidis oallibus Heem 

** (%, where are the fields^ and the river Sper- 
chius, and Motiht Ta^getus, frequented by the 
rrirgins df l,aG6nia ^ Oh, who will conivdy me to 
the cool vaitey& of Mount Hoenius?" He would 
have cared very little forthe valley of Chamonni^ 
^ glacier of Taconay^ ihe greater or lesser 
lorasse, the peak of E^, and the rock of Tdte- 
Noin 

Nevertheless, if we are to believe Ron^av, 
and those who have adopted his errors withont 
inheriting bk eloquence, when a person arrives 
attfaie summit of a mountain, he is transformed 
into a new man. *^ On high mouii tains/' says 
Jean Jacques, ^* Meditation assumes a grand and 
snblime character, in unison with the objects that 
strike us. The mind feels an indescribable 
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76 REcqhhEcriqfifi of, it^^tz}. 

pJacid delight;, wjiicb has nothiog cvthly or 
seo&o^l in it^ It appears to raise itself abov^.tbet 
abode o£ mankind, leaving there all 1q^ and 
terrestrial feelings. I dpubt whether apy agita- 
tion of the soul can be so violent as to resist the 
effects of ^ lengthened stay in snch a situation/^ 
Wonkt to Heaven that it were really thus ! 
How charming the idea of being able to 
shake off our cares by elevating ourselves a few 
feet above the plains! But unfortunately %he 
toql of man is independent of air aadf situation, 
Alas! a heart, oppressed mth pain, would be 
no less heavy on the heights than in the valley. 
Antiquity, which should always be referi'ed to 
when accuracy of feeling is the si^bject of dia- 
cnssion, was not of Rousseau's opinion as to 
mountains; but, on the contrary, represents 
tibem as the abode of desolation and sorrow. If 
the iDver of Julia forgot his chagrin among the 
rocks of Valais, the husband of Eurydice fed 
the source of his grief upon the mountains of 
Thrace. In spite of the talents possessed by the 
philosopher of Geneva, 1 doubt whether the 
voice of Saint Preux will be heard by 30 m^ny 
fxAntG iBges as the lyre of Orpheus, QSditp]aa> 
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that fjWfect mddd ^oif Royial calamity, that 

^pMtA epitome ^ of ^ ah earthly evilsp likewise 

ddtight d^sfeFted emkiettc^s. He moooted to- 

^H^ifds-Reavtlii to interrogate the Gods resptetipg 
huiBiat misery. We have other examples sup« 

t filled by antiquity) and of a more beautiful as 

iVell as more sacred description. The holy wri- 

ting8<if the idQ^pired, who better knew the nature 

of man than the profane sages, always describe 

those who^arepfirtioularly unhappy, the prophets 

and our Saviour himself, as retiring, in the d#y 

of aAidioo, to the high places. The daughter 

' of Jeptha, before her death, asked her father's 

permiifien to go and bewail her vij^inity on the 

nMHintains of Judea. Jeremiah said that he 

would .go to jtheqioiuvtains for the purpose of 

weeping and groaning. It was on the Mount 

of Olives that Christ drank the cup> which was 

fitted with all tl:^ afflictions and tears of mankind. 

vlt is/ worthy of observation that in the most 

national f>ages of thai writer, who stepped for- 

ward as the defender of fixed morality, it is still 

not difficult to find traces of the spirit of the age 

ln?irliich he lived/ This supposed change of 

Ottf internal diipQsitions, according to the nature 
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of tfae^pbtcd wlriclt vm inhiMted, ^bdps^p^f^^ 
tretij to tfeM ^y^tBin of iQg%^i^)i3|E^j /i|^ 
Bbussfei^ effected to coii^t. i Itic; s^I w^. 
coti^devtd^bsn sort of plant^jSii^i^iQt,^ jI^ 
viEindtions of the atmosphere, aftd agitntad or 
isierene in coriforroity* with this. But ooufd 
Jean* Jacques hhnself really beKeve in tlm iahi- 
tkry influence of the Wgh» r^oi^s ? * Did bM 
'this unfortunate man himself carry witbhim lib 
pissions and his misery lo the ite#Mytaifis i^f 
Sx^itierland ? " » i 

^' There is only one sitarttion^* ia wfcttcb it is 
frtife that mount?ams Iri^ir^^an? oblivioa of 

"^ earthly troubfes. " lliis i§ #hen a man retires&r 
from the world to empl4>y his days in r^giom 
excercises. An anchorite, who d©^q*ep Uwsltlf 
to the relief of human nature, o? a holy Imviitf 

*'who silently meditates on the omnipoteiK^^ 

''' God, may^ Ind peace and joy upon barren TOiAa$ ; 
i)ut it is not the tranquillity of the place wfeH* 
passes into the soul of the recltwe ; it k, on.tlie 

^ contrary, his soul, which ditfus^ sewri^ 
through the riegion of storms* >.;;)( 

^^ it has ever been an io«tinctiye>feellligiOf 
mankind to adore the Eterflal on hig^v p|||i!»e6* 
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<Fh^ nearer we afc^ W Uesfm, the tess-ilktancj^ 
there^seefilis to be* for our prajFers tapaes brfore 
t3tey reecfah the thrdfie of Go(L The patriardis 
%acrific€ld on the mmmtains ; and as if they bad 
%Dr)r6wed froni tbdr altars their idea of the 
"Bitinily, they called him the Most High. Tra- 
tfitions of this ancient niode of worship remained 
among' Christian nations; whence our modn- 
^aina, and in defiAilt of them our hills, were 
*<eo?ered with monasteries and aUbeys. Froi^ 
the centre of a corrupt city, man, who was per- 
haps {proceeding to the commission of some 
crime, or who? w^ at least in pursuit of some 
vimity, perceivedi^ pft raising his eyes, the albits 
upon the ndghbpurii^ heights. The cross^ 
^Itisplaying at a distam^ tbe standard of poverty 
10 the eyeaof Inxnry^ recalled to the rich ideas of 
affiictieii and commiseration. Our poets little 
fialtevlood their art, when they ridiculed those 
ii^dAmn of Mourn Calvary, with the institu- 
^^ioM send retreats^ which bring to our recollec- 
tion tfaoie df th« East, the manners of the 
hermits of the Thebaid, the mitacles of our 
diHne fc^iw, and the jevents of tiroes, the aii« 
(19% of wfakh k BQ^^eflSM^ed by that of Homer. 
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iBat this :belotg8 to mother ,^1^^ q{ i4^}1i 
and 8eteilimeiits^ imd .b^r^s i§if> > relfr^ipce .to ;^ 
rgenertl iqusiion, >whieh .](«e lare jc^^yp^nufg. 
Afterohaving; Qeasutredii^imwtaijPi^s itj> fln|y jjj$t 
ftoicooclwle by j^i^iog a(i3(in^tj:HpgiA ^Mi^ ^VftUf. 
1 J»ve.alrQiidyob$ei!Ved that th^y fUf€|iB8f»f iiti^l^|o 

ibe p}[i^ ia the l^^k g£oi;i^d pf ^ pipjLif re. .pTJipir 

jW«f y . ftQads, th^rir i l^flk >ifl^, , a&d gigaatic 

.wQQiberjs,. tbp^gh bide^us y^kf^n contemplated, 

-are tdmitMe i.wben arqi^a^^ . I^y ^e . vf ppur of 

jthe-hooizoD, and cdloik^ i^ al .tpekjj^ gjil^^ 

.light, tet us add ..top*, jf it ; be ^ wished, ,i^l?at 

cmQUiHains ate /the s^wflcejof jiv^jfs,. t^e J^^^t 

;li^}mn of liberty it) (limes pf dgsppUsp^jas ,^e^l 

vas;^a useful >)barrier I $igs^i$ti)py.a$fpD,^nd ,^Jje 

i evUs' pf i wfLT. , All > I , a^k is that, I ip^y . i^pt be 

jDOttipdled to. adwire;.tjbe logg Ji>t pf,,rpfijjs, 

qjifigoiires, ; creMifses, ; btoles, ^d pentPSlipps pf 

the Alpine vallifs, , On thii^ qpBditjpn I.i^ilUay 

th^reare iponojtaiiis^.i^bf^h^ 1 fthftuld vfpit agajn 

with mu^h ,, plea^|4re-r:(pr jft^tf^ce ..thpse ^ of 

Qre^t ^d. Judea.^'i' 

* This better was writteo prior to M. de Chateaubriaud's 
recent Trtl^l^.tl|Qli9lxA4Qd. 
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If man were not attached, by a sablime instinct 
to his native country, his most natural condition 
in the world would be that of a traveller. A 
certain degree of restlessness is for ever urging 
him beyond his own limits. He widhes to see 
every thing, and is full of lamentations after he 
has seen every thing. " 1 liave traversed several 
regions of the globe, but I confess that I paid 
more attention to the deserts than to roanldnd, 
among whom, after all, I often experience 
solitude. 

I sojourned only for a short period among 
the Germans, Spaniards, and Portugese; but 
I lived a considerable time in England ; atid as 
the inhabitants of that kingdom constitute the 

G 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^^^rH^q^^^fylNPcj 4>spulp of ^ 

Fr^acb^^ j|i^|0ait. Aecqaiit of Item ba»nim 
lMBit*re$llng.B -,^i;n .' . ,/ ; ':■''■' '" 
£irasq^%1%tj|^ mQ^t an^ieiit travellery ^tfc 
wbom I ^m nacquaiaiM, that speaks of tlift 
]^!riiglUh. He i^Mes thit^ d«l^ilg the reign dT 
Penry VIIL he fooncl London inhabited hf 
barbarians, whose hots were foil of smoke. A 
hxpg time afterwiu-ds, Voltjtire, wanting to di9# 
^ver a f©rfect philo9opbjer^i¥#^ f^ opinion tfasil 
^e hfid found this^cl^racter tmodg the Quakecs 
npon the banks of: tb^. Th#m^* Dmriog lut 
abode there the taverpi^ ji^ei^ the plac^s^ at which 
ibe m^n ^of gmm§^ an^^lbe friends of rational 
li^^rty assembled. J&ptg^tidi however, is kupwn 
to be the country^ ip v^bich jeligjon is less 6i^ 
^ws&it tl^pogh more respeclied i^n in any other ;« 
a|4j^bgre the idle questions^ by wbicli the trai^ 
miilli^ of ^^npires is disturbed, obtain less attend 
tjw than p^fiy where else. i 

* This was written at the time that all the ^iwd^ixeadii^ 
ppis^ <tf Ettsop^ had been C9uqtuered by tiM ansM & K«- 
poleop, mi had acknowledge hif title> : ^ jj 
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i|i «b« origin of tfai^ people. Being a Mktrii% of 
JRmiq)i tod G^rmaA bloody Al^ fdrai u Imk of 
li» i^aki by which the tv^o tiklhns are nhttedf, 
W^irtpdiioff their religion, their fhi^rtial haMtr, 
ttetir litwatiire, artt^ and national chard^ctet 
^pead.to me m inedium between ^ke two. Th^ 
aiifii^ to hnve united^ in some degree, ih^ 
hMimoyf gmiidirar^ ^outage, and vttracrty^ 
liiBeFffeaeii with the #ihipliciiy, calmness, gooil 
uJ^% and ^ad tiuti oi^ t|tfe C^rmans. ^ 

: in£rcior ^t0 tis^ III iMfie respects, they ar^ 
iasfmAcT in ^veml <li^i^^^ partiimlarly in ^ery 
tiling relative to cbn^fiife^^ and wealth. They^ 
OKcel im also in iKl^e^i mnd it is i^matkabl^ 
tbstJi people^ api^raltlf of aheavytnrn, shdiilf' 
l^re^^ in their furniture, drese, and mantifiititflir^; 
^n^^d^oee in i^ieh we are defioienf. -' Utiii^ 
he said of the English that theyeib^fU l!he 
khoiirs of the hand the delica^T^bioh^we-de*- 
Tote<to^^tiiose of the «ind« * 

/^ O'iie ]Mincipal finling of the SngH^ tiitlon 
is ^tde ; wl|kdi is itideed the fanlt 6f all tnaa* 
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fof med^ into Iself^lbve^ Pride, in its puie stote^ 
ippi^tains to the solitary ttiatit who is not oblig«l 
tfti mke any $iicrifice ; but h^, who lives mach 
Diith his equids, is forced to dissimulate attd 
<m^ceal his pride ubder the softer a»d moie 
^ri^d forms of vanity. The passions me^ in 
g@neraly more sncklen and determined among the 
English; more active and refioed among thib 
French* The prid^ of the former makes hioi 
^sh t^ crush every ihinj^ at once by force ; the 
si$f4ovt of the other slosdy nndcrminies what it 
wishes toidestri>y.3 In iBnglaod a man is hated 
fyf "aViee^ or an ofii^nc^V^ut in France such, a 
inotive is not necesi^iy ; -for the advantages of 
person or of fortonci sdeccss in Klb, or eveaa 
%(M fiio^ will be sufficient. This aniniosity, 
which arises from a thousand disgraceful ci^e^^ 
j^ ilot"Ies4' implacable than the enmity founded 
ob "more nbfcAe motives. There are no passions 
isfo d&in^etoiis as those^ ^i^hidti are of base origin ; 
f9r they are conscious of their own bas^ness^ and 
are thereby rendi^red fiirions.* They endtfaVvMr 
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jbo conceal jt imder crimaB/aiid «#^i«ipHirt9 from 
its effects, a sort of apidlmg ^Miidleia^ wluch k 
wMtiDg ffiom prkicaple. 1^^ t)fe^Ff«n«li refo* 
hrtion sofficieotly proved^ - ^ • • > 

r j£4ac&tkm b^ins earijr id Eof land. - Oirb 
Me' sent to school darii^ tJbe tenderest yearii 
¥dn sometimes see groups of these littb Qfi«i^ 
dressed in white laantles, straw-^hals tied imdet 
tlie chifi with a ribband^ and a baslMt on 
the arm whiok cobtmns ihiit and4i bodk^ all wiA 
cfowacast eyeB^ bltisfaiBg)if looked at. Whe»i I 
have ohserred oav \ f reach female dktUfeift 
dressed in thek Jiotiqtiat^d faiiiiony lifting, up the 
tmin of their gGrwnfyiooking.at eiFcryone w^ 
eSiootery, siiiging^: lo^^i^ik^ airs, and -t^kk^ 
kissotis in d^ctetnatit^n^ £jba^e thought wi|hr ri^ 
gretiC^ the Moplicity and modesty of the littik 
English girls. , A child without innocence is^n 
flower without perfume. i. - , ; ,v 

The boys also pass their <M|rJi^8^.;^e^s a^ 
schofid) where they learn Greek and Ls^fin, Xbos^ 
who are destined, for the churchy or a p^Uticid 
Oiireer>.go to the universities of Cambri^^ and 
Oxford. . The first is par|icularly devoted to 
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St^eiii^ #iiityijr ^peOriafif, <dft.>«^^ hatf tUi 
mdy iA ^ iitWMiimii; lor tfiey^dMik ii ^w^ 
dangiehitftf tb'goodm&tik; wben «ntieiii too;ftr* 
iRii^ ar6:# iifiiHim thar tin «ei»ewl)MdMi tffae 

inrak nttida tnathusto, tfa« uem vrad to«il oth«i^ 
irhiiM. On < t|iv cmtnty, diey noaiatafo llnft 
1li« itotfM le«i^ noder li& de%htl»J, a«likea ite 
«tMi4 iU lit vkh laitih ni!^ tUtrittit;, smI tto 
4tfMiii)do«, tbnmgiiitbb vomimmfd ««I%iMi^. tb 
<tefir«!«f^cftittkrvh«M8«*! ;j - 

' WiKti 'an 'l&A|<lnknMtt (ottMM ncttboQil* 

g»tittei»4ii femwr, he seHf hit «of», miAfit agkfe 
%t*<iiiat'«tp«ritiitts?t8, hunts fox«8 iiiid«baol» 
^^art^dg^tr in iratutnn, eats ftt^eese "M-CltiitKl^ 
iltt^^s^'^^Oli the roe^tbeef^ttm^ngUndf 

:lii» p«% aMch he thtfaght m ^e«t«r ^dl «!« 
v^^diredU imvie^hs a^aiist tbe miimltr 
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«M #0 mnr ibr taMng ll»prif)f ^) |ia^wia% 
Mid IhiaHjr gMtiMbf^M^o* liie4 4ftteiidi9g^tp 
M 4ii»tsii»e^4ifb on the^lkwi^^ 

Tfat tfiny, though taJbiiattttiitt dpring libf 
utiga of Qoeeo Abq^ hft4 i»U&ft into a ttw^nt 
liiiieyiCy firom wfaiofa the ^rettent war lifts ppaji 
tt4 > The. En^h were a long tioie bc|i[^ffp jtbfy 
dm]|^ of ^urnittg their priacifMl i |tte nl ik» ^ 
4iiei? naval foroe,^ They wew aadbitibot qldjif 
li^^itbiBg diemtekes «a a cootineatal ]»q|p«i» 
It WM aMmnant of aocieiit'Ofiinioiis^ wfa}^ fae)4 
Ike pursuits of dbmaieree .in couteiBlpt^ The 
SoglUh b«f^ Kke tHlrs^viel, ali^j^jr had a 
epedes of: ^pikjm»gnfmj^:bf which they la^^ 
he 'diatinipiisbod. luitfc^t^e two Motions are 
..th« ooly ones lAiiBetfope, piiich properly deserve 
the appelktioo. If we had ow Cbarkaiagii^ 
4Ry had theh* Alfred. Their areh^m s^^t<^ 
iSne renown of the Gallic infdotrj it\^:m%sk 
Priaee liiralied our Dugueselin, f^nd 'tl^^MMA* 
borou^ our Turenne. Thfir reytfbt^e^ lind 
ours keep paee with each other. We oau^boaW 
^clfae aaoie glory; hut we mwt c^iiofe the 
samecnmes and the same misfortunes. 
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dm has^plij^edt facr pMtilkur ^awus ia thiiiMM 
career. jMia^iiim^ Is distiQgaidied fimo ail 
Mfaei9 in thB>i»M*hl by ^a Jitcipline tlie most 
«i»giihr. ^ The 'English sailm- is an absolntft 
41ai^ who is sent on board a vessel by force, md 
oMiged to serve in 8|)ite of himself. The man, 
^oi9t0B 80 independent while a labonrdr^ ap-^ 
peaiDiito lose all llie^ rights of fVwdom from the 
moment that he becooies a rtutriner. His mps^ 
this oppir^s hiin % m yo)mMe noit^iing amt 
iuiiniliating.* Whmea aiissliit thfli inen of m 
lo% a dispositioa skmihl! 4iiibwt to anoh tyrant* 
tieal ilUnsage ? It is ^fm^of the miftcl^ of a 
free government. In IQ^gland ^bm name, oi the 
low is aliirighty. Whcii 4he I«ar has spok<m> 
resistance is at an ei)d. . u 

u ^ L^ not believe that we dbould beablev oir 
kidded; that we ought to introduce the English 
system ititn.' our navy. The French Seamaiiy 

f . ' ' '[.. \ — T"- '■ "^~~^ "^T" , 

* The reader will bear in mind^ while cODtemplating 
this overcharged picture of our galtant navy^ that the artist, . 
by whom it is painted , is naturalized in France, though net 
born there.^EPiTOR. ^^ 
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ixh^ k fi^likr gwariMis, aad ifB^tfid^ wifiiies to 

more ^ his comrade thaa l)isbiCa|i^ii. Moie* 
a$^0r# a Ktate of fiadi absclude ttiarvbiidei as thift 
«f tbe English sailor, oao oslkly ttnanate from 
oivil authority ; beuce it is to be feared that it 
wottld be despised by the French ; for uafortar 
9^ely the latter rather obeys the man tbaa the 
Hw, and his niihes are more private timn pofalie 



Onr f^val ^officers ha?e hitherto been better 
instracled than those of England. The latter 
Hierely knew their mancenTfes^ while onrs wSre 
jnatbemi^otana^ and Men of science ill every 
Mtopect. Our true choadtoi^ has, \h general, been 
displayed in omr^nttvy/isrheine we have appeared 
as warriors, and as men improved by study. As 
soon as we heve vessels, we shall regain our 
bifftbrigbt onthe ocean, as well as upon land. 
Wm shall also be able to make fiurther utrp- 
nomicai obserrations, and voyages^romKi the 
world; but as to our becoming a complete com^ 
HQbercial nutiop, I believe we may renounce the 
idea at once. We do every thing by genius and 
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91 «iBiwuMTOmFt'0r»rair^if«^ 

fpBpii«lion& imtwo-sddBtBiir Mhavf up om f^fos 
jecto. A>^|^ fittAaitcirj mm great mfm ts w 
eamm€i'Ci»)')^nlterfHiw loajr appour amcftig t»^ 
but ^w^ bis^Mil piifMi^ t&e siuiie cwwr J^ Witr 
l» not tbink ^efij^yt^g the:6>rtuM li«qM€(i4M 
hj bia father, instMci q£ aagMieiilJiig it? Wilb 
^k a dbpoiition, no nation fMi beeo«i#^# 
9^rcwtUe <Mie* Cpmmarpc hM alwajra hidb 
^iBPO^ us ao ittdf 9crib&U« MmMhing <cif thftt 
poetic and fabnloua in it, sdmilar to the reat oft 
opr fflanqera. Q^r m^im^itiiuMa liu^ been; 
cre$al;ed by ench^MOitm^t; ^ey^cq^km^^ ♦ gfwft 
4f^seei€f cd^brity^ bwtjthjy af^^ow «lii» wd- 
M^bib Roiw wa& prvid^^ sb^ cqnteatedrjMtisdif 
wjltbtbe Mtttea and JnpiJ^ \mvifif tieptame^a 
CarAt^ge, Tbu God hffd, j^tejr i|lly only ^' 
second ^mpare, and Jupiter burled hi^ thnndeBS. 
of^ibj? pc^n as wdl as elsewhfte. 

. ,T^e^£p|^sh cle^y.are leaiiied, lio0|Mabl^y- 
a^^ gpenecqiiSf They love tbw e€Miotfy, $oia:. 
ex^rt ^ their powerfiil terriceain support o^ tkm 
laws* In apite gf treligisas differences^ tik»f j 
receinedthe Freikcb emigrant dlei^wtth^trolf*^ 
<diristmi diarity^ The miivcfaity' of Oa£o9i3\ 
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priniedt atits «ii|i«flis«5 ahd ^i^ilHic^ gt^tis to 

ijpf 4 tqr.tl^-RDmAii: v^nt0i^ vf 1^ thke ^drda: 
'^*J^ ^Ae life #^^ CatMk 4:i(M^y^ ^xU^ an 
diE^cftufa ^ thtir reUgum."^- NaAiing could W 
liiore delicate or a&cting. It was donbttess ul 
beautiful spectacle for philosophy to witness, at 
;lke close of the eighteenth century, the hospi-! 
tality of ^ £%Iish clergy towards l^he CatUbtic 
f^estS I nay ^ ftrthier j to s^e thfem allow^ tM ' 
paMic exerteisedf this rislif iob, and evtn ^tablillb 
j6iii6 coinmu^Ki^^ S^r^^ &{ hu<- 

laafi ofAiiteni anil aflBttraf the cry of •* ife 
ifope^theJ^^l- ^flftisM the resolution duHtiif 
^ Tetgq of Charl^ the iH^t ; and Jamei th^ 
SMond lost his at>wa%rr protecting the €athd«- 

They, who t&e flight at Ae Tery liam* <^ 
t^ti fei^, 4Enow but very little b^ttfe'^draiA 
w&mi. JiSif (fonsMer it sadi as it lira) itt • tftii' ^ 
cb^ of ^Batictsm and'lNufbaHtjr; withoiut r«« 
^e{Hl<lg^h«t, like everjt oth« tt]istitAti<Mi, ft 
asiWBes ttM ^bftftcter ef th« ^«> (ti»>o^)i whidh ^ 
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9» n£aaEikKfK>iM^^<3^iM 

; Tile £tagli^'d^g3r ai^, h6^^^ 

to their daliOi^ «otd tdo fbod ^ pkasure ; Ih^ 
give tdo mltfiy ^bslh, aiid mix toomudrin the 
gaieties of \\€e. Nothiog is more revolting to Z 
9trimger than to see a yoaog afinister of religidft 
Mmkfmrdly leading a pretty Woman down an 
iEngHsh country-danoe. A priest should 1)4 
entirely a divine ; and virtue should reign around 
llim. He should retire into the mystenoui 
/recesses of the temple^ appearing but seldom 
among mankind, and then! 6iifty for the purpbs^i 
^relieving the unhappy. Jt^is by-stich conduct 
that the French^le^y dbtafn cmr respect and 
ipOnfidence; whereas they wontd soon lose botii 
tjie one and the other,iif we ^aw theni seated iit 
our sides on festive occasions and familiarijstii^ 
themselves with us ; if they had all the vices of 
the timea^ and were for a momii'nt suspected of 
l^iiiig feeUe*fragile mortals like ourselves. 
2,: , The EngHsh display great pomp in their 
fel^bptis iesti vab. ITiey are even beginning td 
Hrf^^hitoe paintings into their churches ; hafin^ 
at length discovered that religion vA^timt^i^or^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ship 19 only ihe^dtisemof-^^yii^i^^ dnd 
that the Hps^gHiation of nMa is jiifacult^ whiok 
must be nourished as wdi a» bk Mtsod. 

The emigration of the Fteoch clergy had m 
H great degree tended to propagate il^se ideasr; 
and it may be remarked that byx natural rcfOim 
towards the institutions of their forefathers, ^ 
English have^ for some time, laid the scene df 
tiieir^ dramas and other literary works ia*tii% 
ages^ during which the catholic rdigion «prei 
vailed amotig thi^Q». Of late> this faith b^sbMik 
carried^to Iiondon by tbe-eKiled priests of France^ 
and appearti to tliie Engliah, precisely as in th^ 
jromafices, through the medium of noble rittni 
and powerful reGoKeeiions. All the world 
crowded with anai^y to: hear the funeral oratiori 
over a French lady^ delivered by an emigrant 
bishop at Londoti in a stable. 

The Engtish church has reserved for th* 
dead the pHndpal part of those hdnours; whiell 
the Romdn religion awards to theip. I& all the 
gTMfe towns there aire persons, cafied undert^eirs^ 
4irhoii|anage the funerals. Sometimes jrou fMd 
on the sigos ov«f their shops^ ^'Cc0n maker t^ 

2 
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Hk K¥t$^'' fn, '*Ffmtr9k f^rmd h$re,'* a$ if 
It WM» a tj^tricf^ i;^i«aentatioD. It is indes^ 
true that.nqne«j«trti^ioA9 of |;nef h^^e 1(mi|;. con^ 
^iun^ttd «U/^ qijirks of it» wbii^are to be 
^gnd «BK)ugr;|iif^i!i](^nd, and when npbjM^ i^ 
diipofod to w«ef» over theremaiDs of tlje d^ 

M$f»4t tiears are boq^t for the oc<ra^c>ii. Tb* 

ias(.dalUe» paid to thedepartei FQoid,. b?i!9v<^ 
hti of a sad eonaplexicui iodf^ if striked <^ tl^ 
»ark» «f religion ; for r«Ugion.lMi^^^ rc>ot.f^ 
A9,(Q«b/«nd tbe toinb oann^^t^^^e h§r,.\t}f 
rigbt tb«t tba T(»«9 <tf J)«tp<t ^bpiflfi Ji>e^ fro® 

G^ j^i^d fsc«rt !^ ««^| pf %; 4ead to theif 

liM^ a»;lAP» it majj^bf^wiiviOft iwKw- o<?<pr 
fi«»%tbat laimortalH^ii iKfffii^bifff ^tb.Q,bM|i^ 
of-Dea*b-.' • ■ . .■ ... ,,, .. •.,,« 

V The ^[olitical bent of tbft.I^gljsb if W^ 
kftoii^a in J'ouwse, bnt.mpst pe(^k> afe^gnoranjt 
§9 Ao; ^> |M^es, into whi<;b,thl>.f)arliaiti^l':M^ 
AMded. : Bc»idfls.that. of^e jniiMstert and |jl|^ 
jra«ln op|K)4itioii/ ^o kt. thefe,: ». a thii^d, :^h)«b 
ttMjK .'be oalled .a[%« ^^wiMf,.at t^.b«wli«f 
«laicliitMi.Wiaii|M««. It.isoosiig^oCatKXtt 



^ ;, / 
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EECOLLECTIONa Of ENtajOSOX §7 

ahiiadrcd vatmhtn; ^ho ti^idiy Mhemt0 ^ 
cient roannefu, particUlMy % What rmpidft 
religion. Their wi? e§ ^re clatbdfflifce qoAfW if 
tliey themielves aflFecf gr<rtt simplicity, ah* ^i 
a large part of their revenne to the poor. Mf7 
Pttt was of this sect^ and it t^as tbrotagfafil^iir 
inflaence that he was ekvated tO^ ^ Wf Uaa^OfUMi 
tained in the office of Pnine Mioi^t^f ; f^kfixtpi 
porting one side or the other, thief ave«lm«|»t^9iliii|i 
to cohsiitQte a majority and dedidettbe iqnmtliji 
discussed; When the affairs of ItHlmd ^mmM 
debated, they took alarm at the pfOimMs ^\ffflliah' 
Mr. Pitt made to the Catholt^s^ «Qd thMatetnoi; 
to pass over to the Opposition^ ttpOit which tbtf/ 
minister made an ^e retrei^ from oSk^y m txim 
to preserve the friendi, With whom lie %raed oii 
most essmtial points^ arid esaiipcf from thd diffi- 
culties, into which tirtmnstances had dra^rn/ 
Kim. Having acted thus, he wais sum imt ^ 
c^Send the Angiicaos, evem if the l^ill paiMod t . 
and if» on the contrary, it waa rl^t^ thfe 
catholics of Ireland cookl nM aeemaf bi«Qi^ 0$ 
breaking his enga§em4nl«-^lt has beeor aSkidd S^ 
France whetjber Mr. Pkt lost hiar cre^ with hi^: 
VOJL. I. H 
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f^^^k^i4l^^f8W^^^^ best answer jt^ 

^l Jfi^mr X Jtf vPMtt^Hs. iiut^ iHouae of 
Commons; When bf^^hall 1^ trans^rred tp the: 
l^9fW! feopge^;ib|rpo|Hfcal cve^r^ w^ be at an 
epiA, , / • , . r-[ ,^ .; , .; . ■ ^: 

pn ^i^CTroTieous <^i.&ioii js ^nt^ftSLineA by tbc^ 
Fj^chras to tbemflu^nce of the party, li^JSng-; 
%4ri^Hedihe opposition^ yrJ^iqli J« completely t 
^^i^in^t]^ opittiop oCthe publifi. It p^sse^siesi; 

I^.hiips«]tf*i8 m)%nger2^^y §i^^t^ il;^ hqkTfi^ . 
*<i^^! ^% d^4«iBiic0 feom age a?5tex<:fe88es of^ 
*^r^«- ^ it i%^g^t?^jt)|atAi8 ^wouBfle*, 
^*#f3f^*^ tb^^^3j;^i^5,ni<>tW^^ iftdnced 
h«iajffcri5i05longa tifgcftf.^ atten- 

d^ifeintRartJament.-^-^ K r:> : 
•^.:Jliei)ilIv which eKcInd^ ^om.tbe Hobs^ of ^ 
CiapOTpoMi^^very person in holy prde^, :h?8 been- 
a|jo^Mi$ii^|^r^ted at Paris. It is oot^ kjoown . 
^at^Ac only o^iject c^ this measure was to expel 
I%l;n^ To4jJce, ^ man i)f genius, and a yioleiit 
e^jpify of ^overnfiiient, who had fo^rmeriy been ia ^ 
o^rs, but had abandoned bis cloth ; -who b^^> 
jiti; ;:be«|^-a 8i)|ypoi^ of power .eten. to; ibe 
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REcbiiJicxlttits «M^lM£iil>:- '^ 

, extent of d!rawit^ ttJNni llifiil^f %ft'Sftttatil^ ifbi^ 
tftepeti of Junius; atnlfitiifflylMcanit}^ prbtdytb 
oflib^ty, nfcfemany'othferi.' "^'^"^ : ^ •"* ■ " 

1\iHiaraent Idst in Mr.>'|^iWt>^ ^i& 
iQfiQJt distinguished .members. lUb Uet«itw) t^ 
French Revottitton, hot to do Itfin jasttce^ 09 
Ei^UshmadleTtti'wiorestbcerely loved th^Ftettdb' 
«9 jndividaaU, or m*f)r« appiaadfed tiMtr Vato^^ 
aiAddlfeir genial. ' Tfaotigh hewas -not ifcb;^- 
had foQtif&d a ^hoot for lAe' expatriated jpoixtti'df ' 
d6f natioDj fl%e^ lie paas4^' whole days in ad^ 
nitring the gei»tt9lifd'¥itachy of these dhilirett*^ 
Hi asied flifteii^to're^afis a6 uMfedote on- the suB^^ 
je«t Havfng inf rodtei'.tSle son of tn Engli^tt ' 
nobleman to beedttOBAsd at tlris scbool, dtb 
yonng orphans proposed to pl«(y with him, foot 
the lord did "not chrfselJo join in tfieir sport0; 
••^^don't 'like the French * said lie freqaeMf' 
with a degree of sarcasm, A fitfl^ boy, wttd 
coQld neVei* draw from Km anytititer answei'; 
ttU, *< That is imposjrible. Totrliiir^^'top ^iM 
a ^art to hate 09. - Should liOt '>Mit Ii»tdB^ 
ittb^ttte your. Jear for yobrhatred-P . -i;." 

it w«ttldbei%lit to sffttklmkO'lk^ 
m9 
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liie^z^e^flf^d ^^^^ letters, bjat UijCf 

content myselfv for th<^ pre^nt^ with r^cq}\ding 

^omg ^f^iflcfj^ jecisa^nfi i^rhich have joiuch 

ju;[(o|i^^d niQ^bepau^ tl^y Ofie in direct cpRr 

^F?4»F>?oQ to ofkf r^pe jf ed opwppjr. ; . 

^^ Hichardso^ is little r^^d, V^S accused of 

io^^npporifif le tj^i^^^iisqea^ a^d Ip^nes^ of st^ylct 

It p 4^iil of fSffiVf^p snd Gibbon th?it tjiey have 

A9?f 1^ SSfi^m f>f : tte KpgUah lABgo^gPi ai\4 

^M thw wnJJMgS ,^i|l? ^ai^ffoyd oj (fi»||}fiwip& j 

the fprj^e^ i$, fdsi^ :acctise4 ,pf j)pi!;g .(l^H a|^ 

jfi^ipofsl. Popei$srplyj^^f$^pir »n f ^pt ai|4 

Bten^ yP«:S3%i J<4»9§95! ppptfAds tfiat bif 

l^fay on- ]^an js ^nly a^ collectjo^ pf cOTampB 

}^sa£e^ rf:ndpi^(i jnt^ pl^sant metre. Prydi^n 

^^ limtop a^fi t\\^ t^ ^uthpnsi^ to whxmi Ibe 

£tle of authcff if psfjcln wyelj? ^ppl^ed^ Tl^e Sppc- 

^f^r i^ alij|oft fqrgojteii, s^nd JLocke U seldft?» 

ro^tionedy being thpuglil a.fippVl? vi^jojnjjjy. 

J^pfie but grpfpss^d pl[ii}o8opber? noA BapcRi. 

§l){i)^y2gar|t alpmi pr^a^fT^es bis ji^perifiil jlnfiq^nce^ 

which is easily §cgoB^|;fd fc»r Vy tbf ffttt^WiflJ 
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-I i^as oniB tilght at CSovfettt-(5to%efr fiezit^ 
i^hieh tdkes its uamc, ai is geiieralty'kn&WnV 
ftctt ad aiicfent (SoHventi oh tW 9idft¥ of Which^ 
i t ^ f ft buif t . A well 4«^ssed ihan, ^ated hi^^^l^ 
tiear me, and asked soon aftefwatdi «i^Ab-e ^ 
«7a^. I looked at him mik astonishrident, an<^ 
ariswefed, ^^ Tn Covettt: Garden," " A ptdtty 
^rderi itidged 1 '* exclaiifled' Ee, barstihg into* a 
'fit of laiigfttef, and ptesenting io me a Bottle oft 
rum. It was a sailor^ who had' accidentally^ 
pasfeed^this way as h^ caihfe frotri the city, jhst at 
th^ fim^ the perf^rnriance'Wascomtn^ncing; aod^ 
having dbserved thd pretssure of the cf dt^ at th^ 
^tt^nbe of the theatre, had paid his money, and> 
elflterdfd the house without knowing what he waif 

': Row should the English have a theatre toi 

hfe twmed supportableiwh^n the pit is eomposed'^ 

' <^jildges recently airrived from Bengal^ and thcC 

dkist' of -Gruihea, wl8b do not even know whera^ 

they ate? Sh'hkspeare may reign eternally i£ 

*%nclranaliom If is thbughlf that every thingie- 

:y*iitified by saying. tHAt the follies of En^ishJ 

tragedy are faithftil pictures^ofi nalare. If'this' 
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were ti^-thc^Mti« «iktdfal %!toatmn$ #re twit 
tlios^; iJlikfe ftf btfiicc the ^eatest ^feet. Jt Is? 
natai^l to' ^fidta^ 4^^^ and ye| a vi^tinj, whe 
laiMiits ift J(|>pWafeh; dries the tears before ex* 
eked by cdixiniisi^i^ation. The human h^r^ 
wfiihes #3F tbore than it is capable* of si|stBiniiig> 
and above all, wishes £ur objects of adtfiiraiio!!. * 
Ttiete h impIaDted in it an impniise towards some "'- 
ihd^crtbable unknown beauty, for which it was^- 
p^aps create at its origin. 
' "'- A graver observation arises ats6 friwft tfiis^ 
sulgdet. A natton, wWeh has always beeu* 
nearly barbarous* *rfth tesptet to (hearts^ ihay'^ 
eon tiiiue to adinire biirbaVouf pi\>ifi^ions, without 
its being of any epusequcilt^*; 'b«Ht I do liot know 
to what point a nation, poss^s^ii^g thefff^vr^S' f 
in ererj^' pursuit, can resNime its love of the 
nion^tt)Ui», without detracting from its cfrigracten ^ 
Fdrtiiis tei^» Uie indination to admhv iShak*'^ 
apeafe^rs^mofe dangerous in Frwpethan England. 
In th^ latter liountry this results from fgnorauce • 
•^n ibbrs it would be the effect of depraVlty.' 
In an enligfateued age, the manners of a tm^ - 
polished pM^k cootribote more towards^ gobd^^^ 
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tfaeiieforef which has so many p^aiU #<ffg^iABaig? 
its 'iDfli]€nce> iQustvdepi^r,b^|&lft^^<feas( or' a^ 
naXiiral Um. Theymynd inee^s^ily a^rks a^.; 
the h^rt, and it is difi^ult for tha i;oad| 4akeir- 
hy ihe heart, ^ to^ i^ straight, wheti that of tlw^V 
imaginatiftt is crooked. H€, who likes: dc-^^ 
formity> is ^^%r/rom liking vice, and hCj wlwx 
is JosQn^blOvtoJ^ieauiy^ . may easify form > Pd^i 
eoiiceptioa of virtae. JBad.taste and vice alqadsC.^ 
alifays. mov^ vt^gftAer in /or the former is jfrnly 
the.^p;e^i09j^ o| th^laft^; |n jUbe same w»y i^^^ 
words coiiTey pur id^as^o Q|l|^ ''; i :' , 
I MrtH dose:>h^%; g^ some bneT^ 

ofa^viitions; on ify^ ^^h^^^^ ^ atmoe^herc(»/aaii : 
pn^Bc Ijmh^gs of :E?^IandL . ;. ' t ^ 

^ ^ The country is aia»st withbi^ Inlirds, ^V^ [ 
thejffvi^rs are srnall, hut the banks of Ib^^bi^^,;. 
ne^rChielessi a pleasing effect fromvt£fuS<^^^T 
wfaiob prevail^ there. iTie verdnre of rj^^JMdf^ ^ 
is of ^ a fbost Ii?e]y description. , ^tieviB; »& £wv; r^ 
]n<|i^4 hardly any Vood6; but ev^ pirsoii-fL, 
sn^ . property b^f^genddsed bj^ ahedgjSf yfi^Z 
m^bt.fatiey when yda taks- a sonr^y from^ tfae.^ 
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I^Pt ii Witt Y)^' jrou wece m the iniddle of ft 
^^fi\, JE^l»ipit), at the first ^ance, res^blet 

nith tWW. T^A^ to^tbe % o< tWs Mu^trf ; k* 
tl^M'^.'is.lvigfatfy ^rtOttf*>i biit {(ess tiraaspacealL 
TiM VAri^U^M of liglft ar« mere strUtijig' froiiii 
tUm^ ih^Uito^! <>f c}oiids. In ^anuder, when'tlMi 

|irf<^rtM>t)n^ aff^daa, very piQtat-osqM fc)»ectficli. 
3Pb^1mii^te volamiB ^ <;««liainbtter banging 
'4r«» the |Ht,yi i^{»«9efit» thto84li4^ac«3t-reek8, iicii^ 

tstions of TarjtaM^ i&iM^dit^ itAcieitt' toi««grs of 

mrefltdrixttter Abbify «tei»wt^ mitt «ap«ut, and 

la<ld^wdi>nlh: tfaftRI^Tayi ofi th« luo, fafsa 

their heads above ths^dhy/^tho'^ltiee, and tSt, 

JuBe»iiiPiirliv 1^ a fOMi^ ■nH)Q8nicn'6 of death, 

. ^[^liBiinBg td command; all ^e othec ha«dyijkibtju 

■ of iiflai-,^ J *!-: ■ H. 

s )g|}tltcp^lV c)i«i«:1i 19 %ht «0»* beatitifcl 

iiMia«a» tai^^stnttiistietr Abbey the mo$%Mfiixi^ 

lifiti GptbiQ.odifide imfiosIaAd. I fib&ll>'l(ii»m 

hvfis,,vpHiL Bioro at l4igf reipeotiQg the ]i»tl»r 

«BSQiiiftfi|liH»o«cMifiP., 1 hku Q^ta, wbdn 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



f^9%ed behind WbUeball| throi^g)^ tfat coQrt la 

«fl ^bwdoned stat^, and the grass. grQW# ^mo|i§ 
tke $taaes« I have .ftomejtimes fito^d aad 
]^fened to the wiod, moaning round the statue 
^of Charles the Second', which points to t^{^)f>{t 
^^he];ei 1)i& lia^f perithecL I Qever f(^94 .4QRf 
\9^r$oii i^ i^\b p}iieQ but workmeiiciciittlN^;!^^!^ 
.Ml;ist)ingasJllhey4mi^«M4faw]^bo^F^^ ibHtJIf 
l^sli^^oQei d^j: wj)«t<,lhi9 8^^^ metptirspni^ •f 

*^b%j» ^iiffap«-« *fi ti^ ;lu}()9bt 

^ events, aurf otyr p^j^^em^. Wbift is. hociO^if 
iOf .p^sf^ whch «nfi^> S9' much norni T^ipp^ 

^.^^^tai^a a, stricl^ aud die face o£ tbiB ^art]^ lias 
Ir^fP ^lein^wed. Ta geuerAtions^i ths^o 4m^ ^ 
pplitical unimosity, have su<«eedjcd gei^jyaj^iffliy 

j . j^lili^ren^ to the past,,but filling the pf^ff^^es 
jfTJ^ ^^w animosities, wbieh 8iic«eN;4j|sg^^^^(a^ 

^^%j5insr will m their turn foifgpt. ; r . 
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When a writer has iarmed a oeivf fie&obl, ai^d 4k> 
^tiB/ after the criticisms of J»alf d cwtiifjr, to 
W-stMl possessed of grtiat re|K|iiUKio% it is iiif^ 
jtetatit to the cause of^llteiMftftre^W^ph^re^^ 
of^is Mecess^hbiildlbidiiiiMii^giit^} ;9S)^eiaI)^i 
wten it 16' neith^inaGiafibi^Ws tQ ^greatnma of: 
gQoltus ^>i<»' to sttp^Sandlo^ iof f tfttt^i HOC to the s 
pCffeetSottof theart>!n:^ ^^fM^^fjL."' ; i, . — * 

^'<A ifew tragic situertieo^i aiid i &w quaioi,: 
wiprds, ^th ftQ iodescfribaibte, vag6e, tutd biotas-* .: 
istrj^f»^ woods, heaths, winds, spe^res, and > 
teiB^eatB^)«^ufit for the celebrity of Shakspeare* 5 

n[¥oei^ wito has nothing of this nature in his : 
wdtks,<jifiiiihd<3ited, perhaps, for a great portioA / 
of lua asepntation, to the fine picture whkh he h 
dinplays at the opening of his chief work, *^ Xtm>^ 
Cofiiplaint, or Night Thoughts dn Uft^ Xleatb}:^! 
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nadlmmoitality/* A minister ofthe:Al might jr, 
an ^ed father, who has lost his only daughter, 
wakes in the iifitddte of kic(^<(l4ig^^)j1|gbt^' to 
moan among the tombs. He associates death, 
with tiine add eternity^ through the only grand 
medinm which man has within himself-^I mean 
•orrowV Sucli a picture strikes the observer at 
oik;e;;and the effect is durable. ^ v^ 

^ liiitb^ advancing a little into thefsfe High^^ 
Thbiighfe, when the imagination, roused by th^"" 
tfiSill^iura ^ the poet,^ Ka^ created a worM c^ 
tie^s ai^d^^everite, yoiy^Ntfivid no trace of wti^t 
the ao(hd^'p^m}setl M tlif€^4nMet. Ydn befaoki- 
a 'man, who toftipeiits Miilseif^fQ every way for 
the pnrpose of prodocing tender and inekiicfaoiy ,- 
id^s^ withdQt Jft^v^ 4it any thing beyond 
mel'ose.pliikisoiii^ Young was pmsaed by tha 
ptnmtoiniisf 'the world even to the vecnsea rof 
tbi^ dead) imd all bis declamation np«i'iboi|iaD6! 
li^ exhiiuts a feeling of mortificki ^bhiftn. 
Them'h tibtbing natoi^al in his^eiHibiiity, no^^ 
thing ide^ in hid j^f. The ly#eU9 dways^ 
tfMthed w^ a heavy hand, Ycmng hft^ pai^oi^ - 
la^^eikieai^red to import a diaricter df sadimi 
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totk Hitditetidns^.- Nbw, thii character is deri-^ 
yed from three sources— the ficfeaes of natbre, tte 
i^as fki^ting fapon the meihbry, add religidu^ 
prifwJiple. 

Wkh regferdto thes^ciieeof ubtiiray Yauriy 
wUii^ to avail hi&lielf of tbem.aa aiusiiiarieft 
to his oortiplaink, bttt I do not fciiow that he- 
has succeeded. He apc^tro^hses the moon^* 
^fldte talks to thcf st|irs, but th^ reader i| not 
thereby afl^oted. I caunot explain in what th<9 
ftielMcboly <]onsiMSy whip^ a^ poe.t dr^ws fiv9a»> 
a c«ttt'«inplatkm of Kim^Xiji M^ i^tis^ osr^^ tb»fe 
hd fibdbit it ewjgj ti^r ,||«jic(niiJUf»» lu's sotilt 
with tbe ix>aringpf :4^'^i]i4).>f^ili^ifi9|)affts to 

luB^lifie-«-4i:faUiDgJ«af:Dfti9m. TttHv9ftdo«r^ 
ift'llitki^ every desert fog t£e nsoof poaJbs. itis' 
ttp^JltJ^lft 6f tile faille Mho va» ec^tmned i^ 
vgnieiird aa4] the invyibte ifahabiiant of :^ 

Wl:t^ the m'lAd is labooring titod«r xliag tkil 
|b$^9«q$ift0^lMmtd al^ys ti^et th^.&d-m ijf 
Miitif»eiit4nd im^ery^ Iwft i» Yooiriig ilhit senti- 
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reflection and ^rguajegt;* OftPpfieiM>6lJ«5t&«t 
iCopiplamt 1 xe^d ; > i . ., 

*« Froiiji short (af ifliml) apd disturj^'d repfiff 

I wake : ^low happy they, who wake no more I 

Yet that were vain, if dreams infest the grave. 
^ I' wake, emerging from a sea ofdreams 

Tmnult^ous ; where my wreckM desponding ^tfg^ 
.Froum wavetDiKAveof fondedmis^^ . ^ ^ 

^t ^ndom i^^yMt hgv helm of ]rf»£K>n Ifnt^ 

Tt^opgh now restic^re^, 'tis ^nly chapjje pf p^up,, - ^ 

(A bitter chupge) severer fpr ^vere. 

The day too short for my distress, and night. 

Even in the ^ehith of her dark domain, 

Isstttisbiaet6^^4ok>«tf>tftti^fate/* ^ ' * 

Is this tl*laBguage<^f sorrow ? What &a 
wreekei desponding tAdught, fldating from 
wave to wave of '^fttioled fl^sery? What^s a 
teight which is a «ttn, Gdlftpared with the colour 
irfa person's fatc^? T^^ only remarlcable feature 
pi ilm quotation is the idea that the slniahaf^^ 
the ^omb may be disturbed by dre^nls j b«f>l^f 
directly brings to mind the expressiota^c^-^lA- 
kt: *^Tosieep-^to dream r* - ' 

^ Chsian awakes also at midnijglit^to weep, 
];iiti»)Ossiaii weeps in reality. ^^Lead^ son-^ 
^^l^lpin^Jead^^e aged to hit woods* Th* wiridt 
1 
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sounds. S^^^ th#re nVH a Uee- Irom iMoro 
with its \»m<:lm.bajr^ ? It b&aMt son oC Alpw^ 
in the rustUiig rhkst. My h^ap hai^ on a 
blasted branch. The sound of iin strings 1§ 
mpDrnfuK Does the wind tou^h thee> oU barpr, 
or is it some passing ghost ? It is the hand of 
Malvina. Bnt bring me the harp, son of Alpin, 
aqpthef song shall ari^t My soul shall depart 
in . ^e sound ; my fathorjr^faNiil bea|rit in ih^' 
aiif hftll. Their diiii facerahall hal4( vtitb jo^ 
from their cloiid> a«d idiehr hattdsM imeite 4heir^ ' - 

HaffC^e have te H Kr ii ft naiagte^ <anwtfiaetlcii 
reverie. The Ei^fchialliMr that Tihe pn»e of* 
Osmn is as poetic a^Snenct Jind pemesads att 
the inflexions of tb^ latter ^ and' heiioit ^ Frencb 
translation of this, though a Uteral'oneywitbbe# 
if lEfG^^l^yd supportable; for that, which. is 
sipiisbsrv^iii luaitttnil in one limgnage, posaessea 
thef0 qiialiitm io^^R»Pry language. 

L^/f(tris 49^nQraUy thought that sstianefaoly ^^ 
alhwim^ C^ktn {com the wlutky the moas^ 
and^^Ni .^Ipttd?). w^^e unkiMwn ta tbe anciesU ^ 
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boft thtti at some^ histati^ed of ^ tliein in Homer; 
and a beautffaiione>iir^i]]gt}. Snttas perceives 
thftialmde of DMa in ibe recessed of a forest^ 
a$,ones0i^j orfomdes tikt one'^ees the new fiu)on 

" Qualem prima qui iurgere mense 
Aut videt, aui videsse putat per nubila lunam/* 

. . - ' . ^ ■ ■ ' . i /■ 

. O^seryeall ibe circumstances. It is ilu^ 
mffy^, \diich the speetatc^ sees, ^ faincies that be ^ 
se^ cros^ng the dloiidr^ consequently, the sha^ 
of:;Djdo is rdlored.tb aiverf Qinatt compass^ hot * 
this moon is iii its first phasis, and what is tl»$ 
plsflielat s«ch a ttipe?lI>iyeBviiot the shdde of 
Dlpk) it^lf seem to tahlib from the ^' miiid^s 
ey^?'* Ossian ishqn^ trac^ to Virgi) ; bnl it is 
Ossian at Naples, where the light is purer, and- ' 
the vapours more transparent. : •: ^ 

Yduii^ was therefore ignoirant gfi w rkdi^ '^ 
has iil'^sifiressed melancholy, which feed^^ ifi!!^' "; 
cm the contemplation of natnpe»: afid #bidfr^ 
wfa^lfaer. sc^. or. mi^stic, follows the ifatiKal 
comm ff£ feeling. How superior is Miitsm' l»* "^ 
the atttfew of the Night Thoughts ill the ftobr- - 
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lity of giMl Nothkig^ h ffoer thtm ^i tonid 
Ust li»a$ of Pai»^0 Lost : 

" The worM iras all before thciii where to chnse • 
Thmr place jdC rast^ and Providenot thetr guiAsw 
They hand in band, with^waiid*iii^f^fl|p9 4o4 iikM^ 
Through Edeo took their solitary way*** 

In this passage the reader sees all the soli* 
tndes of the world opened to oor first father, 
df iboso seas which water onknowil lands, all 
liie forests of the habitable globe, and aoan left 
alone with hts sins amidst the deserts of creation. 

Hai:vey, fhongh possessing a less elevated' 
gralus than the author of the Night Thoaghts, 
has evhieed a softcfr ahd more generous sensibi- 
lity in his ^' Meditations among the Tombs/* 
He says of an infant, Whitih suddenly died : 
^f What dfd the little hasty sojonrner find sa 
forbiddipg and disgustful in odr upper world, to 
occasion its precipitate exit? li is written, indeed, 
of Its suiSsring Savionr that, wheif he hyd tasted- 
the vinegar, mingled with gall, he would not 
drink :^. And did oar new*come stranger begin 

* M#b«v« chapter 87fYm9 Ml 
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to hip ^heCtipof life ; 1*ttt, pettteiviogrthc bitter- 
ness, turn aWay its head, and re^se thd draaght ? 
Wiis Ibis the ica?tise why tbe wcjjiry |iab,e only 
opened its 'eyes, just looked ion the light, and 
then withdrew into tb« mor<& inTftitig rdgrons of 
undisturbed repose ?*^ 

pr, Beatiie/a Scotch poet, has introduced 
^ the most lovefy reverie into his MinstreL It is 
when he describes tTie firi^t effects of tbie Mi^ise 
tipon a young ihot^taio! bard, who as yet does 
not comprehend the* genius, by which lie i§ tor- 
mented. At one tiuije tbe ifutor^ pp^tgo^ and 
seats hifltiself on t4ie bordeiPs of the sea duri^gi^a 
tempest; at anather^ ;hi^^({uitsthe sports of tj^e 
village that he may Jisteiji^ first at a distance, and 
thefn tnore closely t<> the sound of the bagpipe. 
Young was, perhaps, appointed by Nature to treat 
of high^ ^ubjfeets, but still he was not a com- 
plete poet, Milton, who sung the tnisfortiines 
of primeval man, sighed also in // Penservso. 

Those good writers of the Frewh, nation, 
who have know^ the charms of reveri^y have 
prodigiowly snrpassed Young. GhMuKeii,^ Bke 
Jiorace, has mingled thoughts of death with 

VOL. I. I 
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the illusioaft ^f life. The following well koowtii 
lines are of a melancholy cast much more to be 
admired than the exaggerations of the English 
poet. 

** GrottOy wliere the maitn'riDg stream 

Mossy bank and flow'ret laves. 
Be of thee niy future dream^ 

And of yonder limpid waves. 

Fontenay, delicious spot. 

Which my youthful life recals, 
Oh> when death shall be my lot. 

May I rest within thy walls ! 

Muses, who dispeird my woe. 
While the humble swain you bless'd, 
: Lovely trees, that saw ine grow. 

Soon you*ll see imt sink to rest*'' 

In like manner the inimitable La Fontaine 

indulges himself, 

^* Why should my verse describe a flowery bank ? • 
Lcmger the cruel Fates refuse to spin 
: My gblden thread of life. I shall not sleep 
Beneath a canopy of sculptured pomp ; 
But will my rest for this be more disturb'd. 
Or will my slumbers less delight impart ? 
No, in the trackless desert let me lie," &c* 

It was a great poet, from whom such ideas 
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emanated; bat to pursue the comtiamon, there 
is not a pageof Young, which can afibrd a pas* 
sage equal to the following one ctf J. J. Rousseau^ 
*' When evening approached, r descended from 
the higher parts of the idand, afid seated myself 
at the side of the lake in some retired part of 
the strand. There the noise of the waves and 
the agitation of the water fixed my attention, 
and driving every other agitatjpa^ from my soul, 
plunged it into a delicious reverie, in which night 
often imperceptibly surprised me. The flux 
and reflux of the waves, with their continued 
noise, but s wiling in a louder degree at inter- 
vals, unceasingly struck my eyes and ears, while 
they added to my internal emotions, and caused 
me to feel the pleasure of existence without 
taking the pains to think. From time to time a 
weak and short reflection on the instability ot 
human affairs, occurred to me, which was sup- 
lied by the surface of the waters ; but these 
slight impressions were soon effaced by the uni- 
formity of the continued motion which rocked 
my mind to repose ; and which, without any 
active concurrence of my soul, attached me 

I 2 
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SO Strongly- to t^ spot, that wheB summoned . 
away by the hour and a signal agreed upoo^ E 
could not tear myself from the scene without a 
disagreeable eflfort." 

This passage of Rousseau remiqds m^ that 
one night, when I wms lying in a cottage, 
during my American travels, I heard an eit* 
traordinary sort of murmur from a neighbour- 
ing lake. Conceiving this noise to be the fore* 
runner of a storm, I went out of the hut to 
sur^vey the heavens. Never did I see a more 
beautiflil night, or one in which the atmosphere 
was purer. The lakers expanse was tranquil, 
and reflected the light of the moon, which shone 
on, the projecting points of the mountains, and 
dn the forests of the desert. An Indian canoe 
was traversing the waves in silence. The noise^ 
which I had heard, proceeded from the flood 
tide of the lake, which was b^inning, and 
ivhieh sounded like a sort of groaning as it rose 
an^dtig the it>cks. I had left the hut with aH 
Jkka of a tempest — ^let any one judge of the im- 
lires^ion which this calm and serene picture must 
havemadeupon me-^it waslik-e enchaBtment* 
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Yonng hats bat illavaikij himself, as I con- 
ceive, of the reveries, which result from such 
scenes ; aiiH this arosie from his being eminently 
defective in tenderness. FoT the' same reason 
he has failed in that secondary sort of sadness^ 
which arises from the sorrowji of menjory. Never 
does the poet of the tombs revert with sensibility 
to the first stage of life, when alf is innocence 
iand happiness^ He is ignorant of ^he delights 
afforded by the recollection of family incident^ 
and the paternal roof. He knoWs nothing of 
the regret, with which a person looks back at 
the sports and pastimes of childhood. He never 
exclaims, like the poet of the Seasons: 

** Welcome, kindred gloonM ! 
CougeDial horrors, hail ! With frequent foot^ 
PieasM have I, in my cheerful morn of life. 
When nurtt'cf by careless solitude I liv'd. 
And sung of nature W'th unceasiug. joy, 
Pleas'd have 1 wandered through your ffmgb d^HMttp^ 
Trod the pure virgin snowtt, myself as pure." &c. , 

Gray in his Ode on a distant view of Etoa 
College has introdaded the same |;#nd€MrDess ^ 
recollection* ■: 
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'^ Ah happy hiHsy ah pleasing shade. 

Ah fields belovM ID vain. 
Where once my careless childhood stra/d 

A stranger yet to pain ! 
I feel the gales that from you hlow. 

My weary soul they seem to soothe. 
And redolent of joy and youth. 
To breathe a second spring*" 

As to the recollections of misfortune, they 
are numerous in the works of Young. But why 
do they appear to be deficient in truth, like all 
the rest ? Why is the reader Unable to feel an 
interest in the tears of the poet ? Gilbert, expi- 
ring in a hospital, and in the flower of his age, 
' finds his way to every heart, especially when he 
speaks of the friends who have forsaken him. 

*' At life's convivial board I sat. 

And revelPd in its choicest cheer. 

But now I'm call'd away by Fate, 
I die — and none will shed a tear. 

Farewell, ye streams and verdant glades. 

And thou, bright sun, with smile so wami, 
'^ • Farewell, ye placid forest-shades. 

Farewell to nature's ev'ry charm ! 
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Oh may you long coDfer delight 

Ou friends I fondly deem'd so true» 
Who leave me now abandonM quite* 
Without one final sad adieu T' 
Look in Virgil at the Trojan women, seated 
on the sea shore, and weeping while they survey 
the immensity of the ocean. 

•* Cunctcpque profundum 
Pontum aspectahant Jlentes.'* 

What beautiful harmony ! How forcibly 
does it depict the vast solitude of the ocean, and 
the remembrance of their lost country ! What 
genuine sorrow is. conveyed by this one weeping 
glance over the surface of the billows? 

M.du Parny has combined the tender charms 
of memory with another species of sentiment* 
His complaint at the tomb of Emma is full of 
'that soft melancholy, which characterizes the 
writings of the only elegiac poet of France. 
** Friendship, with fugitive deception kind. 
Chases thy image, Emma, from my mind; 
Emma, the charming object of my lOve, 
So lately caU'd to blissful realmb above* 
Sweet girl, how momentary was thy sway I 
All from thy tomb now turn theit eyes away; 
Thy memory, like thyself, b sinking to decay .*^ J 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1^0 ENGLISH I.n*PItATUB£. 

ThelVf use mt tfae poet, td vriiom ^m are in- 
debted for Eteonora, indalged m reverie upon 
the same rocks, where Paul, resting^ his head 
upon his hand, saw the vessel sail away, which 
contained Virginia. The cloistered Eloisa re- 
vived all her sorrows and idl her love by even 
thinking of Abelard. Recollections are the 
echo x)f the passions ; and the sounds^, whickthis 
echo repeats, acquire, from distance, a vague 
and melancholy character, which makes them 
more seductive than the accents of the passions 
themselves. 

It remains for me to speak of religious sad- 
ness. Except Gray and Hervey, I know only 
one protestant writer (M. Necker) who infused a 
degree of tenderness into sentiments drawn from 
religion. It is known that Pope was a catholic, 
and that Dryden was the same at intervals. It 
is believed too that Shal»peaiie beloojged to the 
Boman church. A father burying hfe eaugkter 
by stealth in a foreign land— what a beautJiful 
subject for a christian minister ! Notwithstand- 
ing tbi^, but few affecting passages are to be 
found in Young's Complaint called Narcissa. 
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He sfaWa fewer tears ov« the tettb ^ hU only 
da^^hHor t&aa Bossnet over the coffis of Madame 
Henrietfe. 

^ Sweet harmonist, and beautifal as dweet ! 

Jkai young as b^atifiil, and soft a9 yoang ! 

And gay as «d£t, and innocent as gay ! 

And liappy (if aught happy here) as good ! 

For Fortune fond had built her nest on high* 

Like birds quite exquisite of note and plume 

Trahsfix'd by Fate (who loves a lofty mark) 

How from the summit of the grove she fell. 

And left it anharntomouft ! Alt its charms * ' 

Sxtinguish'd in the wonders of her song ! 

Her «H)g still vibrates in my ravish'd ear^ 

Still melting there, and with voluptuous pain. 

Oh toYorgether !) trilling thro* my heart/' 

This passage, all prejudice apart, I think 
intolerable, though it is one of the most beautiful 
in the French translation of Young's Night 
Thoughts by M.. Le Tourneun Is this^th^ 
lapguage ofa father ? Sweet harmonist ot musi* 
dan, as beautiful as sweet, and young as beai^r 
tiful, and soft as young, and gay as soft, a»d 
imiocent as gay! Is it thus that the matber of 
j^yaltts deplores the loss of her son, or that 
2 
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Priam a ttewlamentatioBS over the body of Hec* 
tor? M. deTourueur lias displayed much taste 
by converting Young's " birds^ trausBxed by 
Fate, wholwes a hfty marhy into a nightingale 
struck by the fowler's shot. It is a prodigious^ 
improvement/ as may be instantly perceiVed. 
The means should always be proportioned to the 
object, and we ought not to use a lever for the 
purpose of raising a straw. Fate may dispose 
of an empfre; change a world, elevate or throw 
down a great man, but Fate should not be em- 
ployed in killing a bird. It is the durus ardtorj 
it is the feathered arrow which should be used 
to kill nightingales and pigeons. 

It is not in this way that Bossuet speaks of 
Madame Henriette. '* She has passed," says he, 
*^from morning to evening like the herbs of the 
field. In the morning she flourished — oh, with 
what elegance! You know it. At night we 
saw her withered, and those strong expressions, 
by which the Scriptures almost exaggerate the 
instability of human affairs, were^ precisely and 
literally verified in this Princess. Alas, we com- 
posed her memoirs of all that we could fiuiey 
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most' glorious. The jwwt and the present were 
©er guarantees for the future. Such was the 
history, of which we had formed the outline, 
and to complete our noble project, nothing was 
requiske bat the duration of her life, which we 
did not think in any danger. For who could 
have supposed that years would be refused to one 
of such vivacity iii her youth ? By her death our 
plan is totally destroyed in a moment. Behold 
her — ^in spite of her great heart, behold this Prin- 
cess lately so much admired and beloved ! See 
to what a state death has reduced her ; and even 
these remains, such as they are, will soon dis- 
appear.'* 

I should have liked to quote some pages 
of regularly supported beauty from the Night 
Thoughts of Young. Such are to be found in 
the French translation, but not in the original. 
The Nights of M. Le Tourneur, and the imita- 
tion of M.. Colerdeau are works in all respects 
different to the English one. The latter only 
possesses beauties scattered here and there, and 
rarely supplies ten irreproachable lines together. 
Seneca and Lucan may be sometimes traced in 
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Young, bnt J^* a^d Paseal rievefi He^ is-wfit 
a man of sorrow — hedoefif not pitaso the trriy 
unhappy* \ 

Young declaims in several j^aces against 
solitude; so that the habit of hid Soul w^ €er« 
taiuly not an inclinationto reverie«^ Tbesaiiite 
pursued their meditations in the defccrtSi a«id 
the Parnassus of poets is also a soiitaty liioUa'* 
tain. Bourdaloue intreated of th^ superior of 
hk order permission to retire from the wof Id. 
" I feel,*' wrote he, ^^ that my fri^me grows 
feeble, and approaches towards dissoiutiou. 4, 
have run my coursct ^smd thank Heaven, 1 can 
add that i have been faithful to my God.^—Let 
me be allowed to employ the remainder of miy 

. ■ . I I ■!! _ ■ ■ ■ til III I ^ p^.^mmmmmm , i n n n i i i lat ■ i I ' l i 

* The English reader will pr^ibftblf nofi hate agreed 
withM.de Obat^ubriaad t>D aeversl piHiits diicossed la 
this criticism. Young can nerer be said to hi^Ve dislUiafl 
solitude* Let him speak for himself: 

•* Oh lobt to virtue, lost to manly thought^ 

Lost to the noble sallies of the soul. 

Who think It solitude to be alone t 

Commanion swett^ commauicib large and Ugh !*' tea. 
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days in devotion to the Almigbty, and in stcvL^ 
ring my own salvation. In retirecn^iit I ahfdl 
forget the affairs of this worlds and humble my«» 
aett with contritk)i| every day before my Maker." 
If Bosquet, living amidst the magnificeno6 of 
Versailles was able to diffuse a genuine and 
fiiajestic species of sadness through hia writings^ 
it was because he found solitude in religion ; 
because though his body was in the worlds his 
soul was in a desert ; because his heart had found 
a sanctuary in the secret recesses of the taber^^* 
nacle, because, as be himself said of Maria The-^ 
resa of Austrta,be ran to the altar toenjoy humble 
repose with David ; because he shut himself^ as 
that Princess did^ in bis oratory, where^ in 
spite of the tnmulc-of the, court, he found the 
e.armel of Elias, the desert of Saint John^ and 
the mountain, which so often witnessed the sor- 
rows of Jesus.** 

Dr. John.^on, after having severely criticized 
Young's Night Thoughts, linisht s by comparing 
them to a Chinese garden. For my own part, 
aU I have wished to say is, that if we impartially 
cottpane the literary works of other nations with 
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those of France, we shall find an immense su- 
periority in favour of our own coantry. We 
always at least equal others ih'^rength of 
thought, while we are certainly superior in pdint 
of taste ; and it should ever be remembered that 
though genius produces the literary offsprings 
taste preserves it. Taste is the good sense of 
genius, and without it the latter is only a silly 
species of sublimity. But it a singular circum- 
stance that this sure criterion, by which every 
thing yields the exact tone it ought to yield, is 
still less frequently found than the creative fa- 
culty. Genius and wit are disseminated in about 
equal proportions, at all times ; but there are 
only certain nations, and among these only par- 
ticular moments, at which taste appears in all 
its purity. Before and after this moment, every 
thing fails either from deficiency or excess. It 
is for this reason that perfect works are so rare ; 
for it is necessary that they should be produced 
in the happy hours qf united taste and genius. 
This great junction, like that of certain heaventy 
bodies, appears only to take place after the lapse of 
several ages, and then endures oulyfor a moment* 
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IL~SHAKSPEARE, 

AFTBRhaving spoken of Young, I proceed to a 
man who has made a schism in literatnre, who is 
idolized by the country which gave him births 
admired throughout the North of Europe, and 
placed by some Frenchmen at the side of Cor- 
neille and Racine. 

It was Vohaire, who made France ac- 
quainted with Shakspeare. The opinion, which 
he at first formed of EngUsh tragedy, was, like 
most of his early opinions, replete with justice^ 
taste, and impartiality. In a letter to Lord Bp- 
lingbroke, written about the year 1/30, he ob- 
served : '* With what pleasure did I see, while in 
London, the tragedy of Julius Caesar, which has 
been the delight of your nation for a century 
and a half'/* On another occasion he said: 
^^Shakespeare created the English stage. He 
had a genins abounding with vigorous concep- 
tion; he was natural and sublime, but he did 
not possess a single spark of taste, or the least 
knowledge of rules. I shall make a bold asser- 
tion^ but a true one, when I state that this 
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aathor spoiled the English stage. There are 
such beautiful scenes, such grand and terrible 
passages in his monstrous farces, whichare 
called tragedjgs, that his pieces have always 
been performed with great success/' 

Such were the first decisions of Voltaire 
as to Shakspeare; but when an attempt was 
made to set up this great genius as a model of 
perfection, when the masterpieces of the Greek 
and French drama were declared inferior to his 
writings, then the author of Merope perceived 
the danger. He perceived that by elevating the 
heauties of a barbarian, he had misled those, who 
were unable, like himself^ to separate the pure 
metal from the dross, lie wished to retrace his 
steps, and attacked the idol he had worshipped; 
but it was then too late, and he in vain repent^ 
that he had opened the gate to mediocHty^ and 
a^ted,^ as he liimself said, in pfacing the 
monster oA the altar. Voltaire had made Eng*- 
land, which was then but little knoWn, a sort 
of marvellous country to supply him with such 
heroes^ opinions, and ideas as he wanted. 
Towards the close of his life he repro^ciied 
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himself with this fdlse adtniratioii, of which h* 
had only availed himself to support his doctrines. 
He b^gan to discover its lamentable consequent 
ces, and might unfortunately exclaim : ^^ Et 
quorum pars magna JkV^ ' 

M, de la Harpe; an excellent critic, in his 
analysis of Shakspeare's Tefnpest, which was 
translated into trench by. M. Le Tourneur, 
exposed to full view the gross irregularities of 
Shakspeare, and avenged the cau4e of the French 
stage. Two modern authors, Madame de Sta€l 
Holstein and M. de Rivarol have also passed 
sentence on the great English tragic poet; but 
it appears to me that notwithstanding so much 
has been written on this subject, several interest* 
ing remarks may yet be made. 

As to the English critics, they have seldom 
spoken the truth respecting their favourite poet. 
Ben Jonson, who was first the disciple, and then 
the rival of Shakspeare, shared with him at first 
their good opinion. Pope observes that ** they 
endeavoured to exalt the one at the expense of 
the other.'' Because Ben Jonson had much 
the more learning it was said, on the one hand, 

VOL. 1. K 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



130 ENGLISH iramtATCTRE^ 

that Shakspeare had none at all ; and became 
Shakspeare had moch the moat wit and fancy^ it 
was retorted on the other that Jonson wadteA 
both. Ben Joneon is only known at the present 
d^y by his Fox and his Akhymist.* 

Pope displayed more impartiality m his 
criticisms* ^' Of aU English poets/*^ says he^ 
^^ Shakspeare must be confessed to be the fairest 
and fullest subject for criticism, and to afford 
the most numerous, as well as most conspicuous 
instances, both of beauties and faults of alt 
sorts." 

If Pope had abided by this judgment^ he 
would have deserved praise for his moderation j 
but soon afterwards he is hurried away by the 
prejudices of his country, and extols Shakspeare 
above every genius ancient and modern. He 

♦ Surely at present better known by Every Man in hi» 
Humour than any of the pieces mentioned by the author. 
The Fox is never performed, and the Alchymist, which 
Garrick reduced to a farce, under the title of thc.Tobatco* 
ttist, for the purpose of displaying his own inimitable powers 
in the character of Abel D rugger, has been also laid on the 
shelf, noneof our modern performers having attempted that part 
except Mr. Emery. The great actor of the present day, how- 
ever, Mr. Kean is about to appear iu the character.— 'El^iTOB. 
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gM§ io far as even to excuse the Idwness of 
*»i>e characters in the English poet by ihUi 
iiigenions comparison, *^ In these cases," sayis 
he, ^' Shafespeare'^ genius is like sonle prince of i 
romance in the disgnise of a shq)herd or peasant ; 
ax^ertflin greatness of spirit now and then breaks 

0<tt, \<rhicfh manifest his higher extraction and 
qualities."* 

* M. de C bateau briaod has here been guilty of a great 
oversight, for I will not suppose that he has wilfully perverted 
Pope's meaning to support his own philippic against our 
iitvmortal bard. He seems to think that the above quot^tioti 
Uris m^denpou tragedy^ whorea» it was made upon comedy f 
and- every one must be aware that strictures upon the one are 
very unlik^y to be just as to the other. That the reader 
may judge for himself I will quote the whole passage from 
Pope. ** In tragedy y^^ says he, ** nothing was so sure to 
surprise and cause admiration, as the most strange, unex* 
pected, and consequently most unnatural events and inci^ 
debts ; the most exaggerated thoughts ; the most verbose 
and bombast expressions ; the most pompous rhimes, and 
thundering rersifications. In eomedy, nothing was so sure 
to^pii^e as mean buiSfboneryy vile ribaldry, and unmannerly 
jests of Ibols and clowns. Yet even in these our author's 
wit buoys up, and is borne above his subjett ; his geniUB in 
those low parts is like some prince of a ronuncic^ in thv^U^ 

1L 3 
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Theobald and Sir Thomas Hanoier foUowr 
in their tarq. Their admiration is without 
bcinnds. They attack Pope for having made 
IQilie trifling corrections ia the wprks of the 
great poet* The celebrated Dr« Warburton^ 
who undertook the defence of his friend, in£9rms 
us that Mr. Theobald was a poor man» and Sir 
Thomas Hanmer a poor critic; that he gave 
money to the former^ and notes to the latter. 
Even the good sense and discrimination of Dr. 
Johnson seems to forsake him when he speaks of' 
Shakspeare. He reproaches Rymer and Voltaire 
for having said that the English tragic poet does 
not snfficiently preserve a verisimilitude of man* 
ners-— that Shakspeare*s Romans are not suffi- 
ciently Roman^ and his kings not completely 
royal. ** These/* says he, "are the petty cavils 
^i«e of a shepherd or peasant; a certain greatness and spirit 
now and then break oat, which manifest his higher extraction 
and qualities." Surely Pope distinctly alludes, in these last 
lines, to comedy. As an excuse for the introduction of low 
parts among those of a graver cast, he merely says that Shak- 
speare ** writ to the people," that *« the audience was geqerally 
eon^MMed of the meaner sort," and that he was obliged tsrhit 
the taste and bamwr of the tioies^ in order to gain a snbsif* 
ieDce.«->£mTOR« 
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0f petty minds. A poet overlooks the casual 
distinctions of country and condition^ as a 
painter, satisfied with the figure^ neglects thi^ 
draper)'," It is useless to descant upon the bad 
taste and falsity of this ciciticism. TKe verS 
similitude of manners, far from being the draperj^, 
is the leading feature of the picture itself. All 
those critics, who incessantly dwell on nature, 
regarding the " casual distinction of country and 
condition" as prejudices of the art, are like those 
politicians who plunge states into barbarity, by 
wishing to annihilate social distinctions* 

I will not enter into the opinions of Rowe, 
Steevens, Gildon, Dennis,' Peck, Garrick, Sc6. 
Mrs. Montague has surpassed them all in poiiit 
of enthusiasm, Hume and Blair are the ohly 
persons, who keep within tolerable boundd. 
Sherlock has dared to say (and it required courage 
even for an Englishman to go so far) that there is 
nothing in Shakspeare, which can be called 
mediocrity; that all he has written is either 
excellent or detestable; that he never followed 
itof even conceived a plan, eaicepting, perhaps, 
that 6/ the. Merfy Wives ^f Windsor; hot that 
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be oftea writ6i» a spene very well. This CFitiqM 
very nearly approaches the truth. 

Mr. Mfi8oa^ in bis ^lfri4a and Caractacas^ 
had trie4y but without success, to transplaut tbf 
jtragedj of Gr^ec0 into England. The Cato of 
Addison is now^ hardly ev^r played. At tbf 
Th^tres of Great Britain the audience is oqly 
diverted by the monstrosities of Shakspeare^ Ojr 
the horrors of Otway. 

Were we contented to speak vaguely of 
Shakspeare, without deliberately weighing tbje 
question^ and without reducing criticism to sopijtp 
particular points, we should never i^r^iv^ at any 
proper explanation; for by (huj confpvmdiiiyg 
ihe age in which he wrote with the genius of the 
mdividual, and the dramatic art itself> every oqe 
ipjght praise or censure the father of the Englisb 
Theatre acpording to his inclinations^ It ap- 
pears to qs that Shakspeare should be consid^r^^d 
i»rith reference to aU the three points, whicb I 
bftve just stated* 

First, then as to the age in which fi0 tive^, 
Sbukspeare cannot be very much admired. He 
Va9 perhaps superior to his cotemporary J^ope 
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4e Vega, but he can, by no means, be compared 
with Garnier and Hardy, Who at that time 
*^ lisped in numbers'* among ns, and uttered the 
first accents of the French Melpomene. It has 
been ascertained too that the prelate Trissino 
had, at the same period caused regular tragedy 
to re-appear in Italy by the production of his 
Sophoni^iba. Curious researches have been made 
for the translations of ancient authors, which 
existed in Shakspeare's time. I do not find in the 
catalogue any other dramatic pieces than one 
called Jocasta, taken from the Phoenicians of 
Euripides, the Andria and Eunuch of Terence, 
the Menechmi of Plautus and the tragedies of 
Seneca. It is doubtful whether Shakspeare 
had any knowledge of these versions, for he has 
not borrowed the foundation of his plays from 
these original authors, even when they weie 
translated into English, but has worked upon 
«ome English imitations of the ancient sources. 
For instance, with regard to Romeo and Juliet, 
he has neither taken the story from Girolamo de 
la Corte, nor the novel of Bandello, but from a 
small English poem called the Tragical History 
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of Romeo and Jutieu Iil like m^nMr/he doito 
not owe the^tory of Hamlet to Saxo Gramma* 
ticus, because he did not understand L^tin.*^ 
|t is known that, generally speaking, Shaks* 
peare was an unedncated illiterate man. He was 
obliged to abscond from the county in which be 
resided, for having killed deer in a gentlemans 
park, and before he became an actor in London^ 
took care of horses at the door of the theatre, 
whil^ the owners of them attended the repre- 
sentation. It is a memorable circumstance that 
ShakspQare and Moli^re were performers ; both 
these men though so highly endowed with men- 
tal qualifications^ were forced to tread the boards 
for the purpose of obtcdning a livelihood. The 
one regained the dramatic art lost in the lapse of 
ages ; the other brought it to perfection. Like 
two philosophers of antiquity they shared the 
empire of smiles and tears; and both, perhaps^ 

* See Saxp Grammaticus from page 48 to 59» Am* 
li^hus ne pru^entius agendo patrao suspectus redderetur; 
fitoliditatis simulatioDem an^lexus, eztremum men^s yitium 
finxit. 
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foonsoled themselves for the injustice of fortune, 
the one in painting the follies, and the other 
the sorrows of mankind. 

As to the second point, his genius, or natu* 
ral talents, Sbakspeare is not les6 prodigious 
that Molifere. I do not know, indeed, that aay 
man ever examined human nature with deeper 
penetration. Whether he treats of the passions^ 
whether he speaks of morals or policy, whether 
he deplores or foresees the misfortunes of states 
he has a thousand sentiments to cite, a thousand 
thoughts to introduce, a thousand applications 
to make with regard to all the circumstances of 
life. It is with reference to genius that the fine 
isolated scenes of Shakspeare should be consi- 
dered, and not' merely as to their dramatic cor- 
rectness. In this consists the principal error of 
the poets* admireis in England : for if these 
scenes be considered according to the rules of 
artj it would be necessary to ascertain whether 
they are necessary, and whether they are proper- 
ly connectedwith the subject. The " non erat 
his locus" occurs to the reader in every page of 
Shakspeare. 
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Reverting, however, to the works of the 
great author himself^ how beaatifal is his third 
scene of the fourth act of Macbeth • 

Enter Rosse. 

Macduff, See, who comes here ? 

Malcolm. My countryman, but yet I know him not. 

Macduff. My ever welcome qousin, welcome hither I 

Malcolm. I know him now. Good God, betimes remove 
The means that make us strangers. 

Rosse. Sit, amen ! 

Macduff. Stands Scotland where it did ? 

Rosse. Alas, poor country. 

Almost afraid to know itself ! It cannot 
Be caird our mother, but our grave; where nothing. 
But who knows nothing, is once seen to smile 
Where sighs and groans* and shrieks that rend tiieair 
Are made, not mark'd ; where violent sorrow seeons 
A modem ecstacy. The dead man's knell 
Is there scarce askM for who ; and good men's lives 
Expire before the flowers in their caps. 
Dying or ere they sicken. 

Macduff. Oh relation 

Too nic^ and yet too true ! 

Malcolm. What is the newest grief ? 



RosH. Let not your ears despise my tongue for ever, 
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Which shall powets them with th^ h««vi«<Bi^ som^A 
That €ver yet they heard. 



Your castle is surprised, your wife and babes 
Savagely slaughter'd. To relate the manner 
Were on the quarry of these murder'd deer 
To add the death of you^ 
Malcolm* Mercifal heaven ! 

Macduff, My children too ! 

Rosse. Wife, children, servants, all 

That could be found, 
Macduff. And I muet be from thence ! 

My wife killed too ? 
Rasse. I have said, 

Malcolm* Be comforted. 

Macduff. He has no children.— All my pretty ones ? 

Did you say all ?— O hell-kite, all ! 

What, all my pretty chickens and their dam 

At one fell swoop ?" 

What truth and energy in the description 
of Scotland's misfortunes ! The smile, which 
is described to beonly upon the countenance pf 
infants, the cries of anguish which no one dar^s 
to observe, the deaths so frequent that no one 
inquires for whom the passing bell is tolling — 
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does not each Frenchman 'hxicj that he sees the 
picture of his native land daring the sway of 
Robespierre? Xenophon has given almost a 
similar description of Athens daring the reign 
of the thirty tyrants, *' Athens,'* observes h^ 
^^ was only one vast tomb, inhabited by terror 
and silence. A look^ a motion, a thou^t be^ 
came fatal to the nnfortunate citizens. The 
countenance of the victim was studied, and the 
wretches sought there for candour and virtue, 
as the judge endeavours to discover the marks of 
guilt in the countenance of a culprit *." 

The dialogue of Ro&se and Macduff oalk 
to mind that of Flavins and Curiatius in Cor- 
neille, when the former announces to the lover 
of Camilla that he has been fixed upon to fight 
the Horatii. 

Curiatius. Has Alba of three warriors mftde her choice ? 

Flavius* She has, and I announce it. 
Curiatius. Who the three ? 

Fiavius* Your brothers and yourself. 
Curiatius* Who ? 

Fkmus. I have said* 

You and your brothers. 

* Xenoph. Hist. Grsec. Lib* 2. 
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. Theinterrogatioiis of MacdufF and Curia* 
lias «re beanties of the same order. *^ My chil- 
dren too ?"— ^* Wife, children."— ^^ My wife 
killed too?"— ^' I have said . . .''—'' Who the 
Aree?" — '* Your brothers and yourself.^ — 
*^Whor— *^ You and your brothers." But 
Shakspeare's expression : — *^ He has no chil^ 
dren^"" remains without a parallel* 

The same artist, who painted this picture, 
wrote ' the charming farewell scene in Romeo 
and Juliet. Romeo^ who is condemned to exile, 
is surprised by the morning while with Juliet, to 
whom he is secretly married. 

Juliet. Wilt tbou be gone ? It is not yet near day ; 
It was the nightingale, and not the lark 
That piercM the fearful hollow of thine ear ; 
Nightly she sings in yon pomegranate tree» 
Believe me, love, it was the nightingale. 

Romeo. It was .the lark, the herald of the morn. 

No nightingale. Look, love, what envious streaks 
Do lace the severing clouds in yonder east ; 
Night's candles are burnt out, and jocund day 
Stands tiptoe on the misty mountain tops. 
I must be gone and live— or stay and die, 

JnUet. Yon light is not day light-—! know it, 1 : 
It is some meteor that the sun exhales. 
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To bd to thee (hit nigbt a tordi'-tiei«y» 

And light thee on thy way to Mantua : | 

Therefore stay yet ; thou needst not to be gone* 

Romeo* Let me be ta'en, let me be put to death, 
1 am content, so thou wilt have it 80« 
Ifl say yon gprey is not the morning's eye, 
'Tis but the pak reflex of Cynthia's brow ; 
, Nor that is not the lark, whose notes do beat 
The vanity heav'n so high above our heads : 
' I have more care to stay than will to go. 
Come, death, and welcom&-^Juliet wills it so. 
How is't, my soul ? — Let's talk — it is not day. 

Juliet* It is, it is. Hie hence-^begone — away ! 
It is the lark that sings so out of tune. 
Straining harsh disocada, and unpleating sharps* 't 
Oh now be gone — M&re light and light it grows." 

Ho\ir srfFecting is thk contrast of the charms 
of morning and the last pleasures of a newly 
married couple, with the horriWe catastrophe 
which is about to follow ! It is of a nature 
still mor^ iimoceut than the Grecians can 
boabt, and less pastoral than Amintas or Pastor 
Fido. I know only one parting scene, which, 
can bear a compa;ison with Romeo and Juliet « 
It is to be found in an Indian draiha, translated 
from the Sanscrit language ; and even this arises 
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from the novelty of the image^ not at all from 
the interest of the sittiatTOn. Sacontala, when 
on the point of quitting the paternal roof^ find§ 
herself stopped: 

<* Saeontah. Ah I what is it that clings ta the skirts of my 
robe, aud detains me ? 

Canna, It is thy adopted child, the little finmiy whose 
mouth, when the sharp points of Cusa grass had wounded 
. it, has been so often smeared by thy hand with the healing 
oil of Ingudi ; who has been so often fed by thee with a 
handful of Syamaka grains, and now will not leave the 
footsteps of his- protectress* 

Sac. Why dost thott weep, teader &wb, for me, wh« 
must leave our common dwelling place ?•>— As thou wast 
leacisd by me wh^n tho» hwlat lost thy mother, who died 
soon after thy birth, so will my fosterwfather attend thee^ 
when we are separated, with anxious care, Ret«mi# poor 
thing, return — ^we must part. [She bursts into tewrs. 

Can* Thy tears, my child, ill suit the occasion* We shall 
all meet again ; be firm. See the direct road before theC/ 
and follow it. — When the big tear lurks beneath thy beauti- 
All eye-lashes, let thy resolution check its first efibrts to dis- 
engage itself.— In thy passage over this earth, where the 
ptttha are now high, now low, and the true path seldom dis- 
tin^ish^d, tiie traces of thy feet nHis^ needs be vnequal ; 
but virtue will press thee right onward." 

Published Translation o/Sacantaku 
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The parting scene of Romeo and Juliet is 
not pointed oat by Bandello, and belongs en- 
tirely to Shakspeare. The fifty- two commenta- 
tors on this author^ instead of acquainting us 
with a number of useless things, should have 
employed themselves in discovering the beauties > 
which appertain to this extraordinary naan as 
his own property, and those which he has bor- 
rowed from others. Bandello thus records the 
parting of the lovers in few words : 

** A la fine, cominciando Taarora a voler uscirei ri 
basciafono, estrettamente abbraciarono gli amanti^ e piena 
di lagrime e sospiri si dissero adio." * 

** At lasty morning beginning to break, the two lorers 
kissed and closely embraced each other, then full of tears 
and sighs bade fturewell.'* 

It may be remarked that Shakspeare gene- 
rally makes great use of contrasts* He likes to 
exhibit gaiety at the side of sadness, to mix di- 
version and the shout of joy with funeral pomp 
and the voice of sorrow. The musicians, sum- 
moiied to the marriage of Juliet, arrive precisely 
in time to follow her to the grave. Indifferent 

* Novelle del Bandello, Seconda Parte. 
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a» to the afflietioQs of the house, they proceed to 
ilttleceDt pleasaotries, and discoss tnatters totally 
irrelevant to the fatal event. Who does n6t ih 
this reeognixe a true delineation of life ? Who 
does not feel the bittOTness of the picture? Who 
hBM not witnessed similar scienes ? These effects 
were by no means unknown to the Gfeeks, and 
several traces of them are to be found in Euri-* 
pidcs ; but Sliakspearei works them up to the 
highest pitch of tragedy. Phsedra has just ^^ 
phtei, and the persons forming the chorus do not 
k(H>w whether they ought to dnter the apartment 
of the princess. 

FIRST DEMl'CHOaUS 

SECOND DEMf-CHORVS. 

To 7roM» wfAOTHv 4h: iycc^faKii jSm. 

« First Demi'Ckorus. Companions^ what shall we do ? 
Ongfat we to. enter into the palace, and assiat in discngagiog 
the queen from her narrow confines ? 

Second DemuChorus. That care belongs to her slares. 
Why are they not present ? Those, who meddle with too 
many affairs, have no safetyjn life^** 

VOL. I. L 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I46 ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

, In Alcestes, Death and ApppUo are jokers^ 
Death wish€3 to seize Alcestes, while yetjoaugy 
beciuise he does not like aa old victim, or as 
Father Bromoy translates it, a wrinkled victim* 
The^ contrasts should not be entirely rejected, 
for they sometimes produce an effect bordering 
on the terrible, though a Sinf;le shade of ex- 
pression, whether too strong or too weak, is 
suffiqient to make them immediately Ipw or 
ridiculous. 

J Shakspeare, like all tragic poets, has some- 
time^ succeeded in displaying genuine comedy^ 
whereas comic poets have never achiev^ 
the point of writing good tragedy ; a circum« 
stance which perhaps proves that there is 
something of a vaster nature inv the genius of 
Melpomene than in that of Thalia. Whoever 
paints with skill the mournful side of human 
nature, is also able to represent the ridiculous 
one ; for he who attains the greater ol^ect can 
command the le$$.* But the mind^ which 



♦ This I conceive to be what the lawyers term a nm 
sequitur. It cannot be said that all tragic poeta hi^ve beea 
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particularly employs itself in the delineation of 
pleasantries, allows severer ideas to e^scape, 
because the faculty of distinguishing objects 
infinitely minute, almost always supposes the 
impossibility of embracing objects, which are 
infinitely grand ; whence it must be concluded 
that the serious is the true criterion of human 
genius, and exhibits our true nature. '* Man 
that is born of a woman, hath but a short time 
to live, and is full of misery." 

There is only one comic writer, who walks 
:at the side of Sophocles and Comeille— it is 
Mdli^re ; but it is remarkable that his comedies, 
entitled Tartufle and the Misanthrope, greatly 
approach towards tragedy from their sentiment, 
and if I may be allowed the expression in such a 
case, from their gravity. 

The English highly esteem the coniic 
character of Falstaff, in the Merry Wives of 
\Widdsor. In fact it is well designed, though 

' • ' ■ — ■' - J — : 

able to write. comedy. Rowe> for instance, whoee tragic 

powers are indisputable (witness his Fair Peiiitent and Jane 

* Shore) 'completely failed in the Biter, which was the only 

coinedy he ever wrote,— Epitor* 

I. 2 
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ofiten unnatural^ iow, and autri. There are tW4^ 
ways of laughing at the faults of mankind. Th^ 
cme is first to bring forward the ridiculous 
foibles of axxx nature, and then to point out its 
good qualities. This is the mode adopted by 
Engli^ writers; it is the foundation oi the 
humour displayed by Sterne and Fielding, which 
sometimes ends in drawing tears from the reader. 
The other consists in exhibiting praiseworthy 
features at first, and adding in succession, a 
ifispfay of so ^any ridiculous follies as to make 
us forget the better qualities, and lose at last all 
e^emn for tlie noblest talents and the highest 
i^irtues. This is the French manner^ — it is the : 
comedy of Voltaire-r-it is the Nihil wirqn 
w|iich disgraces our dramatic productions* 

The partisans of Shakspear>e^ who so much 
extol his genius both in tragedy and coinedy, 
appear to me as if ^ey much deceived themselvea» 
when they boast that his style is so natural. He 
is, 1 grant, natural in sentiment and thought, but 
never in expression, soin^ fpw fine scpnes e:?^* 
c^ted, iu whiph he ris(?s to hi?, greatest h^jglM<; 
and even in these his language is often a|Fcct«d. 

3 
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HJe has all the iaults of the Italians of bis age^ 

and is eminently defective in simplicity. Hi$ 

de^riptions dre iniflated and distorted, fVequentlf 

betraying tbe man of bad education, who i4 

i^Miirant of common grammar and the exact 

use erf woitis, and wHo combines, at ha^^d, 

poietic expressions with things of (fee most trivial 

nature. Is it not lam^itable that such an 

eafightened nation^ which gave birth to cri^ 

tics like Pope and Addison, should be in exta- 

cfefc with tbe character of the starved apothecary 

in Rdm^^o a6d Juliet ^ It is the most hideous 

uM dkgustin^ burlesque ; though I allow that 

a My 6JF %ht peeps through it, as is the casr 

With aH the shadows of Shakspeare. Romei^ 

Biak^s a rejection upon this miserable man, who 

^ clings sd closely to life thongh loaded with al| 

its i^iseri^Sw It is the same sentiment which 

Homer puts with so much simplicity into tlie 

fnbnth of Achilles, whilfe in the regions of 

Tartarus. "I wonW rathfer be the slave of a 

labourer on edrth, and lead a life of penury, 

than reign the sovereign of ^e land of shades.'' 
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It remains to consider Shakspeare w^ 
reference to the dramatic art, and srftcr having 
been an eulogist, I may now be allowed to be- 
come a critic. 

All that has been said in praise of Shak- 
speare, as a dramatic author, is comprised in 
this passage of Dr. Johnson : ^^ Shakspeare has 
no heroes. His scenes are occupied only by 
men, who act and speak as the reader thinks that 
he should himself have spoken or acted oil the 
occasion. Even where the agency is snpematu-* 
ral, the dialogue is level with life. Shakspeare's 
pl^s are not, in the critical and rigorous senie^ 
either tragedies or comedies^ but compositioni^ of 
a distinct kind ; exhibiting the real state of 
sublunary nature, which partakes of good vand 
evil, joy and sorrow, mingled with endless 
variety of proportion, and innumerable modes 
of combinafion ; and expressing the course of 
the world, in which the loss of one is the gain 
of another ; in which, at the same time, the 
reveller is hastening to his wine, and the 
mourner burying his friend ; in which the ma^ 
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li^ity of OQe is sometimes defeated by the frolic 
of another ; and many mischiefs, and benefits are 
done and hmdered without cfcsign/' 

Snch is the literary paradox of Sha^speare's 
admirers^ and their whole argament tends to 
prove that there are no dramatie rules, or that 
the art is not an art When Voltaire reproached 
himself with having opened the gate to medio- 
crity, by too highly praising Shakspeare, he 
doubtless meant to say that by banishing all 
rales* and retnr^iing to pure nature; nothing was 
, more easy than to equal the best plays of the 
^^glisli nation. If> in order to attain the summit 
of the dramatic art, it is only requisite to heap 
tc^ther incongruons^ scenes, without conse-, 
ipence or connexion, to blend the low with the 
noble, to mingle burlesque with the pathetic^ to 
jst^on a water-carrier near a monarch and a 
Tender of vegetables at the side of a queen, who 
maj not reasonably hope to become the rival of 
jSophocles and Racine ? Whoever finds himself 
so situated in societyas to see much of men and 
things, if, he will only take the trouble of re* 
tracing the events of a single day, his conveKsar 
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I urith the artisan or &e mabtor, the wUm^, 
or the firiace^-*-if he will onty reeal tJkt^ obji^ctp, 
whkh passed aiider hi^ eyes, tli» ball aa4 the 
§a9cmi fMToeesmoai, the luxury of the rich and 
Ae distre^ of the poor-^if he will do tim, h 
a^TyheiwiM at mice have composed a drama hi 
Shakspeave's style. It may perhaps be defident 
m genius,^ but if Shakqfieare be sot discoyered 
ki tfas^ piece as a writer^ hb dramatic sidll wiH 
be exactly imitated.. 

^ It is necessary, therefi>re» to be firat per? 
suaded that there ia ad art in eompositicMi hi 
the 8ti^ Of )pt€SBy that this art necasaiaSy ooof 
tmM its s^^rn^ and ti)at each gem^ has its mkt& 
I^t no one say that ihesci gtme^a and rules ave 
arbitrafy^ Sot fhey are the pradoce of Natnae 
JusraetfL Art has only separated that» which 
Jfctwe hm eon&unded> sdectiof^ the meet 
heaatifid features without swenring from the 
lUceniNe of the great model. Petfection ttn^ 
in tto df^fee towards the destrmotion of tr«sh{ 
and it may be said that Racine^ wkh all the 
excellence of his artf is more naturai than l%ak<- 
i^>6are, as the BelvidereApoUe^ in all hl^ gnA- 
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^nhr <yf ditifiity, pbs^sses more of tim hoiufm 
ftath atid air tban a cdarse Egyptian statue. 

Bm if Sfaakspeare; say his defeoders, sins 
against rules, confounds all the genera of thrf 
art^ and destroys verisimilitude, he at least pro*^ 
dtidefs more bustle in his seenes, and infuses more 
terror than the French. 

I will not eitamine to what txtent thit 
assertion is true, or whether theliberty of saying 
or doing every thing is not a natural conde« 
qtr^eeof this multitude of characters. I w31 not 
iXiEniifiie whether, ia $hakspeare'$ plays, all pro^ 
eeeds rapidly towards^ the catastrophe ; vtHhethef 
^ plot k tavdHed' aind unratelled with art^ by 
incessantly prolonging and forwarding the in^ 
tirest excited in the minda of the audicncCi» I 
Vill only say that if our tragedies^ b6 really de- 
Mint at to incidents (which I by no meiMs 
dlow) it ia principdly ascribafale to the snbfects 
of them ; Imt ihk does not prove that we oogltt 
to introduce npon tmr ^tage the monstrosities of 
the man; whom Vakvatt aalli^ a dhunhen savdgi^. 
A ^ingte beauty in She^pea^e does not atone 
f'dr hh innumerable faults. A gothic monnmant 
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n»y impart pleasure by its obscurity, and €▼«! 
by the deformity of its proportion ; but potior 
would think of chusing it as a model /or a 
palaoe« 

It is particularly contended that Shakspeare 
is a great master in the art of causmg tears to 
flow. I do not know whether it is the first of 
arts to 'make a person, weep^ according to the 
way in which that expression is now understood. 
Those are genuine tears which poetry produces, 
but it is necessary that there should be as much 
admiration as sorrow in the miud of the pf^rspn 
who sheds them. When Sophocles {N^eseuts 
to my view (Edipus covered with Wood, nj 
heart is ready to break ; but my ear it atru^ 
with a gentle melancholy, and my eyes are en- 
chanted by a spectacle transcsendantly fine. I 
experience pleasure and pam at the same 
moment. I have before me a frightful truth, 
and yet I feel that it is only an ingeoToos imita* 
tion of an action, which does not exist, perhi^ 
never existed. Hence my tears flow with de- 
light. I weep, but it is while listening to the 
accents of the Muses. Those daughters of 
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Vmven weep also ; but they do not disfigure 
their divine faces by grimace. The andcBts 
depicted even their Furies with beaatifbl counte- 
nances, apparently because there is a moral 
beauty in remorse* . 

While discussing this important subject 1^ 
me be allowed to say a few words respecting the 
quarrel which at present divides the literary 
world. Part of our men of letters admire none 
but foreign works, while the other part lean 
strongly to our own schooL According to tliffi 
former, the writers, who existed during the reign 
of Limis MV. had not sufficient vivacity in their 
style, and betrayed a poi?terty of conception. 
According to the others, all this prjCtendsd 
vivacity, all these efforts of the preient dHy, 
towards the attainment of new ideas, are only 
decadence and. corruption. One party r^eots 
iJl roles, tbeother recals them all. 

To the foriMr it may be observed that an 
author is lost beyond redemption if he abandons 
4he great models, which can alone keep us within 
ihe delicate bounds of taste, and that it is erro* 
TiaoBSito ihink a style p#d«cssed of vivacity which 
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fHiDoetds adimfimlum m exclamatioMand intet-! 
rogatkms. The second age of Latin literature had 
the same pretensions aa ours. It is certain thai 
XaoiCus^ Seneca, and Lucan possess a more 
varied style of colouring than Livy^ Cicero and 
VirgiL They affect the same conciseness of 
ideas and brilliancy of expression, in^iich we at 
present endeavour to attain. They load their 
descriptions; they feel a pleasure in formh^ 
pictures to the '< mind V eye T they abound iii 
Hntiment, for it is alwaya during corrupt times 
that m<M^lity is most talked of. Ages, howevei^ ^ 
have passed away, and wttbout regard to thi; 
thinkers of Trajan's time, the palm is awarddd 
to the reign of Augustus, in which imaginatioli 
and the arts flourished at large. If eiamples 
Were instructive^ I eonld add tbttt another cause 
of deeay in Latin literature was theconfnsiou of 
dialects in the Roman empire. When the Gauls 
sat in the Senate ; when within the walls of 
Rome, which was be<K)ine the . capital of the 
world, etery jargon might be heard from the 
Gothic to the Parthian, it may easily be sup^ 
pos^d that all taste for the beauties of Horace 
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aad Cicero was at an end. The similaTitjr » 
fttrJkiag* At I^t, if it should still rema^ 
fashionable ia France to stady fbreign idioms^ 
aftd inondate us with translations^ our language 
^11 soon lose its florid simplicity, and those gal* 
licisms^ which constitute its genius and gracci. 

One of the errors, into which men of letters 
have fallen^ when in search of unbeaten roads> 
arises from the uncertainty whidi they obsertre^ 
to exist as to the principles of taste. A pei^oa 
is a great author in one journal, and a miserable 
sciibbler in another. One calls him a brilliant 
genius^ another a decleimer. Whole nations 
vaty in opinion. Foreigners deny that Racine 
was a man of genius^ or that his nuaabers are 
possessed of harmony ; and we judge of £ng^ 
Hsh writers in a very different way to the Eng* 
lish themselves, k woald astonish the French 
if I were to mention what French authors are 
admired aifd despised in England. 

All this, however, ought not to create an 
uncertainty of opinion, and cause original prin^ 
ciples to be abandoned, under a pretext of there 
being no established standard of taste. There is a 
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sure basis, which may always berelied tipoBi 
namely, ancient literature. This remains an 
invariable model. It is round those, who point 
out such great examples, that we ought at onte 
to rally, if we would escape barbarism. If the 
partisans of the old school go a little too far in 
their dislike of foreign literatnre5 it may be over- 
looked. Upon this principle it Was thatBoileau 
opposed Tasso^ asserting that the age in which he 
lived, had too strong a propensity to fall imo 
the errors of that author. i 

Still by ceding son]^thing to an adversary^, 
shall we not more easily bring public optbkili 
back to good models ? May it nciw be 6llo\i0ed ' 
that imagination and the arts were indulged to 
too great an extent in the reign of Louis^ XIV^ 
Was not the art of painting naturt^ as it is now 
termed, almost unknown at that time? Why 
should it not be admitted that the style of the 
present day has really assumed a more perfect 
form, that the liberty of discussing any subject 
has brought a greater number of truths into citr 
culation, that tlie sciences have imparted more 
firmness to the human mind, and more precision 
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to human ideas ? I kaow that ther^ is danger 
in allowing all this, and that if one point be 
yielded^ it is difficalt to know where to stop i 
bttt still is it not possible that a man^ by proceed- 
ing cantionsly between the two lines, and always 
leaning rather towards the ancient than the 
modern one^ may unite the two schools, and 
create from them the genius of a new era ? Be 
this as it may, every effort to produce so great a 
revolution will be abortive if we remain irreli- 
gious. Imagination and sentiment are essen- 
tiaUy combined with religion. A species of 
literature, from which the charms of tenderness 
am banished, can never be otherwise than dry, 
cold, and merely possessed of mediocrity.* 

*The reader wiU have found in the foregoing disser- 
tation a considerable portion of genuine critical acumen, 
mingled with no small share of the national partialities and 
prejudices, which M. de Chateaubriand so freely ascribes to 
others. When Voltaire's earlier observations are against 
Shakspeare it is declared that, while young, his criticisms 
were "replete withjustice, taste, and* impartiality," but 
when he is not sufficiently abusive, his later attacks are pre- 
ferred. Shakspeare is placed, by M. de Chdteaubriand^ 
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IIL-^BEATTIE. 

The genms of Scotland has, during the present 
SLge, sustained with honour the literature^ which 
fope, Addison, Steele, Rowe, &c. had elevated 
to a high degree of perfection. England can 
boast of no historians superior to Hume and 
Robertson, and of no poets more richly gifted 
than Thomson and Beattie. The latter, who 
iiever left his native desert^ was a minister and ^, 
professor of Philosophy, resident at a small town 

■ '■ ■ ■ III I ■■ «■! >■■■ " ' ^ 

below such crude authors as Gamier and Hardy. He is 
allowed to have << regained the dramatic art after It had been 
lost in ihe lapse of ages,*' but this is only for the purpose of 
describing Moliife as haviqg brou^t it to perfectioa. Jfta* 
ciusis declared to be more natural than Shakspeare, and it is 
deemed literary treason that the latter should have been 
elevated to the side of Cornetlle. I venture, however^ to 
doubt whether a competent |ttdge, o^ any naf ton, cs^n peruse 
the scenes, from which M. de Chateaubriand himself has 
made extracts to shew their comparative skill, without giving 
a decisive preference to our countryman. In spite of •* the 
monstrosities^* of this " barl^arian** as M. de C. calls him, 
or this drunken savage,\( he prefers Voltaire's expression to 
his own, may the day soon arrive when Britain can boast of 
possessing another dramatic genius equal to Shakspeare ! 

£PIT0R« 
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in the north of Scotland. He is distinguished as 
a poet by a chara^cter entirely novel, and when he 
touched his lyre^ he in some degree brought buck 
the tones of the ancient bards. Hisjn'ini^^l 
and as it were only work, is a small poem enti^ 
tied the Minstrel, or the Progress of Genius* 
Beattie wished to pourtray the eflfects (^ jthe 
Muse on a young mountain shepherd, and to ¥e^ 
trace the inspirations which he himself had 
doubtless felt The original idea of the Minstrel 
is charming, and most of the clescriptiods are 
^ery agreeable. The poem is written in metrical 
stanzas, like the old Scotch ballads^* a circum- 
stance which adds to its singularity. It is true 
that the author, like all foreigners, is sometimes 
too diffuse, s^nd sqmetimes deficient in taste. Dr« 



* The stanza of Beattie's Minstrel is an avowed copy of 
the one used in the Fairy Queen. « I have* endeavoured,'' 
says the author, ** to imitate Spenser in the measure of his 
Terse, and in the harmony, simplicity and variety of hiscom- 
positiou. This measure pleases my ear, and seems, from 
its Grothic structure aiid original, to bear some relation to the 
subject and spirit of the poem." EdUou 

VOL. I. M 
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Beattie likes to enlarge on common maxims of 
molality, without possessing the art of giving 
them a new appearance. In genera], men of 
brilliant imagination and tender feelings are not 
snffifciently profound in their thoughts, or forci- 
ble in their reasoning. Ardent passions or great 
genitis are necessary towards the conception of 
gredt ideas. There is a certain calmness of heart 
and gentleness of nature, whidi seem to exceed 
thesublime. 

A work like the Minstrel can hardly be ana- 
lyzed ; but I will extract a few stanzas from the 
first book of this pleasing production. I would 
rather employ myself in displaying the beauties 
6f im author than in nicely investigating his 
faults. I would rather extol a writer than de- 
base him in the reader's eyes. Moreover, in- 
struction is better conveyed by admiration than 
censure ; for the one reveals the presence of ge- 
nib3, while the other confines itself to a disco- 
very of blemishes which all eyes could have per-r 
ceiv'cd. It is in the beautiful arrangements of 
Heaven that the Divinity is perceived, and not 
by a few irregularities of nature. 

2 
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The steep, where Fame's proud temple shines afiir; 

Ah ! who cau tell how raaiiy a soul stiUinie 

Has felt the ioleieBce of maiigfiafit ^ar. 

And waged wdife Fortune an eternal wart 

Check'd by the scoff of 'Pifide, *^ Ettvy*s»frewtt, 

And Poverty's ^nconqueraWe bar ; 

In life's fow vafe cemote has pinM alone, ' 

Then dropt into the grave, unpitied and unknown ? 

And yet the langonr of inglorious days 

Not equally oppressive is to all : 

Him, who ne'er listen'd to the voice of praise^ 

The silence of neglect can ne'er appaU 

There are, who, deaf to mad Ambition's call. 

Would shrink to hear the obstreperous trump of Fame: 

Supremely blest, if tb their portion fall 

Health, competence, and peace. Nor higher aim 

Had he, whose simple tale these artless lines proclaim. 

This sapient age disclaims all classic lore ; 
Else I should here, in cunning pl^rase display 
How forth The Minstbel fared in days of yore^ 
Right glad of heart, though homely in array ; 
His waving locks and beard all hoary grey ; 
And from his bended shoulder decent hung 
His harpy the sole companion of his way. 
Which to the whistling wind responsive rung ; 
And ever as he went some merry lay he sung. 
M 2 
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Fret not ihystV, thou glittering child of Pride, 
That a poor Villager inspires my strwin ; 
With thee let Pageantry and Power abide : 
The gentle Muses haunt the sylvan reign ; 
Where through wild groves at eve the lonely swain 
Enraptur'd roams, to gaze on nature's charms* 
They hate the sensual, a&d scorn the vain 4 
Nor him whose sordid soul the love of gold alarms. 

Though richest hues the peacock's plumes adom^ 

Yet horror screams from his discordant throat. 

Rise sons of harmony and hail the morn. 

While warbling larks on russet pinions float ; 

Or seek at noon the woodland scene remote. 

Where the linets carol from the hill. 

O let them ne'er with artificial note. 

To please a tyrant strain their little bill. 

But sing what Heaven inspires, and wander where they will I 

Liberal, not lavish, is kind Nature's hand ; 

Nor was perfection maae for man below. 

Yet all her schemes with i uQ^ta re plaun'd. 

Good counteracting ill, and gladness woe. 

With gold and gems if Chilian mountains glow ; 

If bleak and barren Scotia's hills arise ; 

There plague and pcMson, lust and rapine grow : 

Here peaceful are the vales, and pure the skies. 

And freedom fires the soul, and sparkles in the eyes^" 
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To this extract I will add a few more stanzas 
towards the end of the first book : 

** Oft when the winter storm had ceas*d to rave. 
He roam'd the snowy waste at even, to view 
The cloud stupendous, from th' Atlantic wave 
High-tow*ring, sail along th* horizon blue : 
Where, midst the changeful scenery, ever new. 
Fancy a thousand wond'rous forms descries. 
More wildly great than ever pencil drew* 
Rocks, torrents, gulfs, and shapes of giant size. 
And g\itt*ring clifis on clifis, and fiery ramparts rise* 

Thence musing onward to the sounding shore^ 

The lone enthusiast oft would take his way. 

List'ning, with pleasing dread, to the deep roar . 

Of the wide-welt'nng waves. In black array 

Wheu sulphurous clouds roll'd on th' autumnal day. 

Even then he hastened from the haunt of man. 

Along the trembling wilderness to stray. 

What time the lightning's fierce career began. 

And o'er heaven's rending arch the rattling thunder ran. 

Responsive to the sprightly pipe, when all 
In sprightly dance the village youth were join'd, 
Edwin, of melody aye held in thrall. 
From the rude gambol far remote reclinM, 
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SoothM with the soft notes warbling in the wind« 

Ah then, all jollity seem'd noise and fcdly^ 

To the pure soul by Fancy's fire refin'd. 

Ah what is mirth but turbulence unholy. 

When with the charms copipar'd of heavenly melancholy ! 

Is there a heart that music cannot melt ? 

Alas ! how is that rugged heai^ forlorn ! 

Is there, who ne^er those mystic transports felt 

Of solitude and melancholy born ? 

He needs not woo the Muse ; he is her scorn* 

The sophist's rope of cobwebs he shall twine; 

Mope o'er the schoolman's peevish page ; or moum^ 

And delve for life in Mammon's dirty mine ; ^ 

Sneak with the scoundrel fox» or grunt ^th glutton swine. 

For Edwin, Fate a nobler doom had plann'd ; 
Song was his ftivouiite and first pursuit. 
The wild harp rang to bis advent' rous hand, ^ , 
And languish'd to his breath the plaintive flute* 
His infant muse, though artless, was not mute : 
.: Of elegance, as yet he took no care ; 
For this of time and culture is the frttit ; 
And Edwin gain'd at last this frait so rare ; , 
As in some future verse I purpose to declare^'* 

It will be seen from the last stanza tbat Beat- 
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tie intended to continue his poem/aiid he did in 
fact write a second canto sometime afterwards, 
but it is very inferior to the first. Edwin hav- 
ing attained manhood;, ^kes walks *' of wider 
circuit than before. 

« One evening, aa be frTO*4 th§ pSLX^Xm^ thyi^. 

It was 14^ phauce tq winder fa^ ^roft^ 

And o*€r a l^p^ly eminence to cUmh^ . ' 

Whj^li hcr^t^ttiir^J»3 foot had nieiw trod; 
A vale appear'4 Mow, a deep, reticed abode. 

Thither he bif d» cnam^r'd of the gceoe^ 

For irqck§ o^ rpcks pil'd, as by magic spell. 

Here scorch'd with lightening, there with ivy green, 

Fenc'd from the north and east this savage dcH. 

Southward a mountain rose with easy swell. 

Whose long long groves eternal murmur made; 

And toward the western sun a streamlet fell, 

Wbens, tbto' the diffs, the eye, remote, surveyed. 

Blue bills, and glitt'ripg waves, and skies in gold array'd. 

Along this narrow valley ypu might see 

The wild deer sporting on the meadow ground^ 

And, here and there, a solitary tree. 

Or mossy stone, or rock with woodbine crowned. 
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Oft did the cliffs reyerberate the aeund 

Of parted fragments tumbling from on high ; 

And from the summit of that craggy mound 

The perching eagle oft was heard to cry» 

Or on resounding wings to shoot athwart the sky. 

One cultivated spot there was^ that spread 
Its flowVy bosom to the noon-day beam» 
Where many a rose-bud rears its blushing head. 
And herbs for food with future plenty teem» 
Sooth'd by the lulling sound of grove and stream^ 
Romantic visions swarm on Edwin*s soul : . 
He minded not the sun's last trembling gleam^ 
Nor heard from far the twilight curfew toll ; 

When slowly on his ear these moving accents stole/' 

- I. ,f . 

It is the voice of an aged hermtt, who 
after having known the illasions of the worldi has 
buried himself in this retreat^ for the purpose of 
indalging in meditation^ and singing the praises 
of his Creator. This venerable old man instructs 
the young tronbadour^i and reveals to him the 
secret of his own genius. It is evident that this 
was a most happy idea, but the execution has 
not answered the first design of the author. The 
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hermit speaks too long, and makes very trite ob- 
servations with regard to the grandeur and mi- 
sery of human life. Some passages are, how- 
ever, to be found in this second book which 
recal the charm created by the first. The last 
strophes of it are consecrated to the memory of 
a friend, whom the poet had lost. It appears 
that Beattie was often destined to feel the weight 
of sorrows. The death of his only son affected 
him deeply and withdrew him entirely from the 
service of the Muses. He still lived on the 
rocks of Morven, but these rocks no longer in- 
spired his song. Like Ossian, after the death 
of Oscar, he suspended his harp on the branches 
of an oak. It is said that his son evinced great 
poetical talents; perhaps he was the young 
minstrel, whom a father had feelingly described, 
and whose steps he too soon ceased to trace 
upon the summit of the mountain. 
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ON THE ISLAND OF GRACIOZA, 

ONE OF THE AZORES, 



In the spring of 1791 I made a voyage to 
America. Before the vessel, which conveyed me, 
reached her destination^ we were in want of water, 
as well as provisions ; and finding ourselves neair 
the Azores, resolved to touch there. • Several 
priests were passengers in the same ship; they 
were emigrating to Baltim^ore, under the guid- 
ance of the superior St.. • M. N. Among these 
priests were some foreigners, particularly Mr. 
T.. • a young Englishman of an excellent family^ 
who had lately become a convert to the Roman 
faith. 

The history of this youth is too singular 
not to be recorded, and will perhaps be more 
particularly interesting to the English reader. 

Mr. T.. . was the son of a Scotch woman 
and an English clergyman, who was^ I believe, 
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the rector of W. Iboqgh I Imve ha vam tried W 
find hiui, and may possibly have forgotten the 
right names* The son served in the artillery, 
and #o\ild ntHidubt haveisoonb^n^btingiiiaiied 
by his merit. He was a j>aiQter<9 a musician^ a 
mathematician, and master of several languages. 
He united with the advantages of a tall and 
elegJttit.pcrsfen the taieuts which apetiseftti, a*! 
thftse which makie us ci>urt the society irf tif^ir 
possessor. 

M. N. ^uperiw 6f St fattviag visited 

London on bmin^eSy I b6{<eve in the year ]790> 
became acquainted with young T.. . This motik 
had that Warmth of soul which easily makes 
proselytfes bf men possesSiilig the vivid imagt- 
riat4oii by which T*.. was^dlstingdished. It was 
determined that the ktter should repair to Paris, 
Si9tid the resignation of his CdnQmission ^from 
that place to the Duke of Richmond, embrace 
Hhe Catholic religion, and, after cfitering into 
holy orders, accompany M. N. to America* 
The project was put in eiectitioD, and T.. . in 
spdfte ojp his m^tther's leliters, which he could not 
read wikhoot tears, embarked for il^e new ftoM^ 
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One of those chanoes, which diecide otir 
dBHtiny/caased me to sail in the same ve8sel aj»^ 
this young man. It was not long before i din-' 
covered his good qualities, and I could not ceasie 
to be «stonii^ed at the singular circmnstaneeSy 
by which a wealthy Englishman of good birtiii 
should have thus been thrown among a troop of 
Gatholic priesls. T.. . perceived, on bis parti 
^ yCj^nderstOod him ; but he was afraid of M. N, 
V^faapwho seemed averse to too great an intimacy 
between his disciple a^nd myself. 

Meanwhile we proiceeded on our voyage^ 
and had not yet been able to open our hearts ta 
each other. At length, we were one night upon 
dedc without any of the other priests. T.. • re** 
lated to me his adventures, and we interchanged 
assurances of sincere friendship. 

T.. * was, like myself^ an admirer of. nature. 
We used to pass whole nights in conversation 
upon deck; when all were asleep on board the 
vessel, except the sailors upon duty, when all the 
sails were furled, and the ship rolled dully 
through the calm,- while an immense sea ex* 
tended all around us into shade? and repeated the 
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magoificient iUumiaation of the stv-spriojd^^ 
sky.. Our cpnverfiations,,at sach times, were per- 
baps Dot quite unworthy . of the grand spectacle 
^hich-Vjr^ bad before our eyes ; and ideas ,efica|>ed 
jQS which we should be ashamed of expressing ia 
Mcif ty, but which I should be happy, to recal and 
write down. It was in one of these chaiining 
nights when we were about fifty leagues from the 
coast of Virginia^ and scudding under a light 
breeze from the west, which bore to us the aro- 
matic odour of the land, that T.. • composed for a 
French Romance, an afr which exhaled the very 
jspiritof the scene that inspired it. I have pre- 
served this valuable composition^ and when. I 
happen to repeat it, emotions arise in my breast 
.which few people can comprehend. . . 

Before this period, the wind having driven 
US considerably to the north, we found ourselves 
under the necessity of then also taking in water, 
&c. which we did at S^int Peter\ lifland, on the 
coast of Newfoundland. During the fortnight we 
were on shore, T.. . and I used to ramble among 
the mountains of this frightful island, and lo$e 
ourselves amidst the fogs that perpetually prevail 
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there. The sensitive imaginatian of my frifltfi 
foxind plcasnre.in these sombre and ron^ntio 
scenes. Sometimes, when we wandered in til»^ 
midst of clouds and storms, listening to the roar- 
ing: waves which we could not discern, and lost 
ourselves upon a bleak desolate heath, or 
gazed at the red torrent which rolled among thd 
locks, T. . . ♦ would imagine himself to be the bard 
of Cona, and in his capacity of Demi-Scotchmah^ 
begin to declaim from Ossian, or sing to wild 
airs, composed upon the spot, passages from t)iat 
work. His music often led me back to ancient 
times— ^* 'Twas like the memory of joys that 
are past, pleasing and mournful to the sooL" I 
am extremely sorry that 1 did not write down 
the notes of some of these extraordinary songs, 
which would have astonished amateur^ and 
artists. I remember that we parsed a whole 
afternoon in raising four large stones, to the 
memory of an unfortunate man, in a little episode 
after the manner of Ossian, taken from my 
Pictures of Nature, — a production, known to 
some men of letters, which has been destroyed. 
We thought of Rousseau, who amused himself 
VOL. I. N 
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^k d^erturtihig the rodcs in Ut isltoi}^ tinned 
lie^vtuigitt ktm what was under tbtm* Jfw^l 
had not the genint of the author of Borily^ w^ ^ 
had At lesA his simphchy. At othw.tinMiB we 

* ^ Ou our arrlral at BaJtinKM'e^ T.^.^ without 
hiddiog me' farewell/ and without appearibg to 
feel the inrtiuiacy which bad subsisted. bet ween 
uir, left me one mornings and I have never seen 
htm since* When I retired to England, I en-r 
deavoured to discover his family, but in vain. 
I had no wish but to ascertain that he was happy^ 
and take my leave ; for when i knew b^ I wm 
90t what I now am* At that tlflie 1 rendered^ 
himsonie service/ and it is not congenial with 
my disposition to remind a person of the oUigil<* 
tions conferred by me when rich, now ^atmts^ 
fdrtnnes have overtaken me. 1 waited upon the 
Bishop of London, but in the registers, which ho 
pertnitted me to examine, 1 could fiiid no ckrgy^ 
nian of T/s name. I must have mistakeu the 
orth(^raphy. AU I know is that he had a^ 
brother, and that two of hi« sisters had places at 
t^ourt* • 1 have met with few mevii whose.heiMffcs 
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baPktt^doiled more with mino th^n tbut of T^^. 
ff^'^liid, nevertbeiest ao exf^^ssion in bis ^y^ 
of some concealed tbougbt, wbicb I dtdiiotlM^t 
On the 6th of May, about eight o'cloajc igk; 
the morning, we diacovei^ed the Peak of ;tb<t 
ishtiid bearing the same oaini^, wbi^h Is said to 
surpass in height that of Xeneriflfe* Soon ^fierr 
wards we perceived loWer land, and towar^f 
Boon cast anchor in a bad road, npon a roak; 
bottom, and in forty-five f ithoms water. 

The island of Gracioza, before which w^ 
hfi is composed of ^mall hills, that s^vell out 
ttgwtids 4lietr summitS) so as to resemble thf 
graceful curving form of CorinthlMa vases^ 
Tbey \iere, at the perM of which I am speak* 
log, coveted with the fresh verdure of grai^.; 
and it shed a pleasant odonr peculiar to the 
Axores* In tbe midst of these nndalatipg off^ 
peisi appeard ayn^etrical divisions of the fif^ld^ 
form^ of volcanic stoties^ in colour black and 
white, heaped one upon another to the height«^ 
a man^s breast Wild jfig-lreipsi with their viotet 
leaves and Iktle purple fig9 asrasg^d upon the 
branefaes IHoe knots of flow«r» upoft a idiaple^ . 

K 2 



Digitiz^d-byVjOOQlC 



19G^ RfiaOtiLXOriDNS^ OF AMBKtCAV 

.Wdre" scattered here and there tfapdiigiitttej^kEflr^^ 
Cry. An abbey was visible at tbe top of a^moira*' 
ctaft, .atid at its base it^ a nook the red r4H^o6i 
this iitile town Santa Craz. The wboie Klaod, 
vikh all its bays, capes^ creeks and promontories^ 
,was re6ected from the waves. Great nakcid 
rocks constitated its ex terixir boundary, and 
Ibrmed a contrast, by their smoky colour, to the 
festoons of spray hanging to them, and ap- 
pearing in the sun like silver lace. The peak 
of Peak Island, beyond Gracioza, msgestically 
raised its head above a mass of ck>odSy and 
formed the background of the^ictaref.' A^jsia 
of eiherald and a sky of the purest ttdre svpfdibd 
tlie main tints of the scene, while thetumiel^s 
sea-fowl and the grey otows ©f the Azores fll^ 
scfeiming and croaking round our Vessel as sile 
Jay at anchor, or cot the surface of the WMmr 
with* their wings expanded in the shape of ^a 
sickle, augmenting around us noi^, motii^n and 
life. 

< It was decided that I shofild land aaf inter* 
preter with T. another young man, «md thesecoiid 
eaptain. The boat was hoisted out| and the 
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imfavd began to row U8 towards tlie shore^whttii 
-m» «botit two miles from the ship; It was not 
ioag^before we observed a bustle on the coasts 
jind a pinnace approaching us* The moment it 
<^me within hail, we distinguished in it a num- 
he)r of monks. They addressed us in PortngUeze, 
Italian and EngKsh; and we replied in these 
three languages, that we were Frenchn^n. 
Great alarm prevailed in the island. Our Tessel 
was the first of large bulk that had ever appeared 
there, and ventured to anchor in the dangerotiB 
fmid where she now was. The new tri^'colonrecl 
Jag had likewise never been seen in this part of 
>thje>ifwld before; and the inhabitants knew not 
ihut that we might he from Algiers or Tunis. 
When they saw that* we wore the human form, 
^d nnderstood what:was said to ns, their joy 
was universal. The monks invited us into their 
.pinnace, and we soon reached Santa Crn^, 
where we landed with difficulty on account of 
a violent surge which continually beats there. 

All the inhabitants of the island ran to 
Me Qs.. Fovir or five unhappy, men, who had 
been: Jiastily armed ^hh pikes^ formed our guard. 
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Tht uniforbi of bis Majesty attracting particQlar 
QOtice^ I passed for the important man of the 
deputationr We were conducted to tbe Cover- 
Bor's miserable, hoase, where his Excel lency, who 
was attired in an old gieen dress which had for* 
tnerly been ornamented with gold lace^ gave ua 
9,11 audience of reception^ and graciously per* 
mitted us to purchase tbe articles we wanted. 

After this ceremony we were dismissed, and 
the honest monks conducted us to a large hot^^ 
which was neat, commodious and much more 
like the Governor's palace than the one he inha« 
bited. 

T*««» bad found a fellow countryman* 
The brother^ who was most active fox us,, was ft 
Jersey sailor> whose vessel had been wreckec^ at 
Gracioza several years before* He was tbe only 
one of tbe crew who escaped death» and bein|^ 
not deficient, as to intelligence, be perceived that 
there was only one trade in the island, thatk^ 
the monks. He resolved^ therefore, to becbma 
one, listened with great docility to the in&truc* 
tioos of the holy fathers, iearnt Portngueae aa 
well as a few words of Latin^ aud being iiecom- 
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^s it was loQg sinqe h^ had sp^ke^ his <vw|| 
langimge, he was delighted to fiiMl aay. one th;^ 
imd^slood it. He walked with' us in the isliSJidf 
tod took us to his oonvent. 

Half Gracioza appeared to me^ witbonfc 
Bitich exaggeratioB, to be peopled with oionks^ 
aittd the following circumstaQCie vmy serve tA 
cbQTcy an idea of the igBonmce^ in whida thosei 
^od lathers remained at the piose of tho 
eightceath centwy. 

^^ Wfe had beeii^ mfj^teflcioMalf coadiMted iiei 
a^i^all pffgan in the parish cb^r^, under thd 
jWkalhat,:^eha^ never s^en; so coriow an ioisti^ 
ment. . The or^ani^t ^^wk his /a^t with a tti^^ 
phantair^ and played a most miserable discordant 
sort pf litany, trying all the time to discover 
,otir ndmirattonin our looks. We iipp€ai>ed;to 
J)e ext^roely ^nrpr^sec)* T. • . • then modestly 
approached^ and seemed just to tonch the ke^s 
wit^ great respect. The organist made signs to 
hhp^ as if saying: [^ Tfike care.'' All at once 
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!f!»/«« diifdayed the harmony of i odMmfetfi 
fttssage ID the compositioiis of Pleyd^. It.^irid 
be difficalt to imagine a more amnfting soeftt^ 
ThewganUt almost fell to the earth ; the.mODki 
Stood op^iflEiipiithed with pale and lengthenedl 
vitagaa^ while the brothers in attendance mad? 
the most ridiculous gestures of astonishtnenk 
airoimd ns. 

i Having embarked our provisions on the 
following day, we ourselves returned on board, 
aecompanied by the good fathers, who took 
eharge of our letters for Europe^ and left os with 
great protestations of friendship- Th^ ^K^^ti^ 
had been endangered, daring the preceding ni^^ 
by a brisk gale firom the £ast. We jvishi^:^ 
weigh anchor, but, as weexpe^^d, lost iU Si|pi| 
was the end of our expedition* i 



A Jew words concerning the Cataract of Canada^ 

This famous cataract is the 'finest^ in t&e 
known world. It is formed by iha^ iiv^r Nk*. 
gara, which proceeds from Lake £rie| and 
throws itself into the Ontario. The fkll^te ftbdttit 
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]bM«nai8«i frob tbe latter Idee. -Its psrpefidioS 
ittrkoigbt m^ be about tvro hoodred fee^abMl 
thi cmite of ito violence is that, from Lake £aiii 
te the cataract, the river constantly :flow%M^Si'S 
mpid decHnation for almost. sixle;^«es?r sottjasi) 
at the place of fall, it is more like aiLKnpet^oif 
sea than a river, and a hundred thousand^KMsreirfl 
seem to be rushing towards the gapii^ galpls 
The cataract is divided into two 4)rancbes, and 
forms a curve, in the shape of a horse-shoe, ttt 
length of which is about half a mile. Between. 
th^ two falls ts an enormous rock hidlowed out 
hsikm, tdnch h^gsnvith all its ,fir$^ over thf 
db^» "pf the watersi^ : The mass of the rivM^ 
^idi pipecipitated kielf on the sqsith side, Jai 
iioHected itito^^A^ form of a large cylinder ^ait 
the moment it quit8 the brink, then roUsboat^ia 
snowy whiteness, and shines in the sun with 
every variety of prismatic colours. That, which 
falls on the norttiern side, descends in sr t^rHm 
ctoud lik$ ^ colomn of water at the delpgc* 
Iimiiin^erable bpvrs are, to be seen in the sk^ 
c:nrving apd jcrossiK^Qver the abyss, and from it 
jim$fit4$^^ ^/i^ TQai^ which is heard to the 
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lUsi^c^ of jbiy auks acoiioiL The waterjlfaii 
fbriously falling on the rock beneath, recoils in 
clouds of whirling spray^ which mount above 
the summits of the forest^ and resemble the thick 
$mck& 6f B. tremendous conflagration* Enbr^ 
mous rocks^ towering upwards like gigantic 
phantoms, decorate the snblime scene. Wild 

' Walnut trees, of a reddish and scaly appearance, 
find the means of desolate existence upon these 

' ici^sW skeletons. Scarcely a living animal is seen m 
the Bei^ibonrhood> except eagles^ which, as they 
faover above the cataract in search of prcy^ Mp 
overpowei^ed by the, current of air, and fbrc^ 
With gi^y fall to the bottom <if the abyss. . 

, The spotted Carccgeuy sn^nded by its 
long tail from the extreniity of a lower branch* 
tries to catch the fragments of drowned carcases 
which are thrown ashore by the boiling surge^ 
60<^ as diose of elks and hears: whik rattle 
snakes a«moinice, by their halefol $ound^ th^t 
t^ are larking on every side* . . 
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TO 3rafi COUNTEY OF THB «AFAG£S« 

I TOOK my departure for the conntry of the 
Savages in a packet boat, which was to convey 
me From New- York to Albany by Hudson's river. 
The passengers were numerous and agreeable, 
eonsisting of several women and some American 
Ofl5cers, A fresh breease conducted us gently 
towards our destination. Towards the evening 
of the first day, we assembled upon declc, to 
partake of a collation of fruit and milk. The 
ironiicn ^aled themselves tipon the benches, and 
the men were stationed at their feet. The con- 
tcrsartion was not long kept np. I have always 
remarked that when nature exhibits a sublime 
bv b^antifnl prospect, the spectators involuiita* 
rily become silent. "Suddenly one of the^ com- 
pany exclaimed : '^ Near that place Major Andr£ 
was executed.*' My ideas instantly took another 
turn. A very pretty Americafi lady was intreated 
to sing the ballad, which describes the story of 
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timt un&rtoaate .yoimg tQan# Sfaa yi^t^eflii^ 
oar solicitation; her voice evideotly betrayod 
ber timidity, but it was exceedingly replete wkh 
tw^ and tender sensibility. 

T^e sun now set j and we were in the midst 
of lofty tnonntains. Here and there huts wer9 
seen, suspended over the abysses, but they sdon 
disappeared among the clouds of mingled white 
and rosy hue^ which horizontally flitted past 
thidse dwellings. When the summits of the 
rocks and firs were discovered above these clouds,^ 
one might have fancied them to be islands fl^at**. 
ing in the air. The majestic river, the t|des 0$ 
which run North and South, lay outstretched 
before us in a strait line, inclosed between two' 
exactly parallel banks. Sudd^Vy it topk a turn 
to the West, winding its golden waves around a 
mountain which overlooked the river with all its 
plants, and bsid the appearance of a large h(m^ 
^e/, tied at its base with azure riband. We 
preserved a profound silence ; for my owjU part| 
I hardly ventured to br^the. Nothing inter- 
rupted the plaintive song of the im pas;if^ngert 
except the sound (of which ^t were hardly sea^ 
sible) made by the vessel, as it glided before ai' 
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li^HtiWe^ee through the: water. Sometimes the 
f^oifDeiieqmred an . additiotml swell when v^ 
ftesered near the hank^ ainl io two or three plaees^ 
it was repeated by a slight echo. The ancitotst 
would have imagined that the soul of Andr^, at- 
tracted by this impressive melody, felt a pleasure iai 
murmuring its last notes amoog the mountaiiis. 
The idea of this brave and unfortunate man, who 
was a lover and a poet, who died for bis country 
in the flower of his age, regretted by his fellow 
pltizens and honoured by the tears of Wash- 
ington, spread over this romantic scene a SQfter 
^nt. The Anierican officers and I had tears in 
cmr eyes^ — I from the efect of the delicious state 
of inind into which I was plunged— They no 
d^ubt from the recollection of their country's 
past tronbles^ which doubled the c^jimness of 
the present moment, Th^ could not, withobt 
a sc*t of ecstacy, contemplate a district, ktefyt 
eovered with battalions in glittering arms, atid 
Vesonmling with thc^noise of war, now buried in 
profound tranquility, lighted by the Ijist fires of 
iday, decorated with all the pomp of nature^ 
animated by the soft whistle of .Virginian night-r 
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ii^teii and the cooiog of wild pigecmk^ 
while the simple iflbabitaots wereaeatvd on tbtf 
point of a rock^ at some distance from tbeir 
cottages, and quietly obsierTed onr vessel ais it 
passed along the river beneath them. 

' The tonr, which I made on this occasion, 
was in fact only a prelude to a journey of 
much greater importance, the plan of which I 
communicated, on my return, to M. de Males- 
herbes, who* was to have laid it before govern* 
ment, I intended nothing less than to decide, 
hy aland investigation, the great question of a 
passage from the South sea into the Atlantic by 
the North . It is known that^ in spi te of the efforts : 
made by Captain Cook^ and subsequent naviga^ 
tors, this point has iriways remained doubtl^ 
Id 1786 a merchantman pretended tb Iwve a»f 
tered an interior sea of North America at 4B : 
lat. N. and those on board asserted tki^ m\U 
which had been considered as oontineatid cowA 
to the North of California, was a long chain of 
isJtaads extremely close to each other* Ou tkf 
otJiw hand, a traveller from Hudson's Bay saw 
tl)ie sea at 72^ lat. N. at the linoiith of the vly^ ; 
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Cvivt&r It is said that a frigate arrived last 
smrimer, which had been sent by the British Ad^ 
miralty to ascertain the truth or fallacy of ibe 
d]«rc<»rery made by the merchantman aboye men^: 
ttoned, and that this frigate confirms th^ tni& 
of €Qok*8 reporta. Be this as may^ I will just 
state what was my plauv 

If government had favoured the project^ I 
should have embarked for New-York, There I 
should have had two immense covered waggans 
made, to be drawn by four yoke of oxen. I 
should have also procured six small horse$> such 
as^thostt which I used on my first expedition. I 
should have tukcn with me three European $er« 
vaiit»»< and three savages of the Fi ve-NatiQii$w ' 
Reasons operate ta prevent the mention of soqm^ ^ 
paifticulail of th^ plan which it was my intentioii . 
tofollow ; the whole forms a small volume in my 
possession^ which would not be useless to tte>se 
who explore unknown regions. SnfBce it to isaji 
that I would have renounced all ideas of tra^ 
vensing the deserts of America, if it would have 
cofM the isimple inhabitants a aipgle tear., 1 
should have wishei) that among the s%vages, /A< 
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Man mth a hng fiear^ might, long ^(itit my 
departure) be spoken of as the friend and benefac** 
tor of the humanrace. ^ 

I When 1 had made every preparation, I 
ibonld have set out directly towards theW^^I^' 
proceeding i^long the lakes of Qanada to the 
source of the Mississippi, which , I should have 
ascertained. Then descending by the plains of 
Upper Louisiana as far as the 40th degree of 
Northern latitude, I should have resumed my 

• course to the West, so as to have reaehed the 
coast of the South Sea a little sibove the heiad (xf 
the gulph of California. Following the co^st 
and keeping the sea always in sight, I should 

* jaext have proceeded du« Noylh, thereby turning 
my back on New Mexico. If no discovery had 

. altered my. line of progress^ I should have ptilr* 
3»cd my way to the mouth of Cook*s inlet, and 
.jdience to the river Cuivre in 7« degrees lat. N, 
Finally, if I had no where found a passage, and 
wuld not double the roost Northern Cape of 
America, I should have re-entered the United 
Stages by Hudson's Bay, Labrador and Canatku 
Such was the immeni^e and perilous voyagi^ 
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W&ch i proposed to undertake for tfie service of 
Trify country and Europe* I calculated tllat it 
would occupy (all accidents apart) five to nix 
yestrs. Th^re can be no doubt of its utility, l 
should have given an account of the three klhgi 
doniH of Nature^ of the people ajpd their mannerst 
I should hjave sketched the principal views, &ci 
As to the perils of the journey, thfey Wer€ 
uurdoubtedly great/ and those, who m^kc tiie^ 
ealcUlationd on this subject, will probdWy jiotbi( 
disposed to travel among savage nations. People 
^larm themselves, however, too much in ihU 
fepect. When I was exposed to any danger, in 
America, it was alwajrs local and caused by my 
6iru imprudence, not by the inhabitants. Tot 
instance, when I was at the cataract of Niagaf^> 
the Indian ladder being broken which had foi^* 
mef ly been there, I wished, in spite of my gnide% 
representations, to descend to the bottom of the 
fall by meauH of a rock, the craggy points of 
which projected. It was about two hundfed 
ftct high, and I made the attempt. In spite of 
th^Toaring cataract, and firightful abyss which 
gaped beneath mej imy hesid did not swim, and I 
VOL, u O 
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^^fiNOended abourforty feek^. but hefertbe^d^ ber 
^«»ae liUdoth and Vertical ; tior wefe liiei^ aff^ 
|oi;[|per roots or fissures for my f^et to r^st i»p«^ 
I:^repl4«^ haDging all my length by niy han(|»*[ 
j^^v^h^ug able to reascend nor proceedj /^In 
^g. i9y.ifi(^c^s open by degrees from the weight 
9£:>i9y;&9dy^ and considering death incTitable* 
TJI^re ^e ^w men^ who have, in the coiirjse of 
t}|i6^ Ut^s^ parsed two such minutes las I .&^ 
l^leiiced qver the yawning horrors of Niagara,. 
^y h^n^s at kngth opened and I felL By n^oi^ 
co^tr^rdipary good fortune L alighted oft tb^ 
q^^ rock. It was bai^ enough t%ba ve ^j;i(^h^ 
9^ in pieces, and yjet Id^dn^ fe^l m^chiq)^^ 
l^mps^kbin half a^^f^ # the, aby^, y€* b^t 
;iot rolled jnto it; but w^ej^^the cold;:Watf|r bet-- 
gan to penetrate to my skin,, I perceived that I 
had not escaped so easily as I at first im^ned^ 
I felt insupportable pain in ray left arm ; I had 
broken it above the elbow. . My gpide, who ob- 
served me from above, and to whom I made 
signs, ran. to look for jsome savages, who with 
much trouble drew ipe up by birch cords, and 
parried me to their habitations. 
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' ^hhwzB not thejonly rtsk I ram at Nit^^ra^ 
Qtt; arriving at the cataract, I atighted and 
fiU^Wfied my horse's hridle round my arm. As I 
ieitied forward to look down, a rattle-sfltabft 
moved in the neighbouring bashes* The horstf 
took fright, reared on his hind legs aiid ^p* 
proached the edge of the precipice. I coald noC 
disengage my arm from the bridle, and' tht 
aatmal, with increasing alarm, drew me sittt 
Mm. His feet were already on the point of sl^« 
ping over the brink of the gnlpb, and he Wal 
kept from de^tmction by notbinf but the reiAS« 
li[^ doom kerned to be ^xed, when the.animal, 
astonished at the n^W danger which he all at once 
perceived, made a final etfort, and sprang Wn 
fbet from the edge of the precipice. 
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A NIGHT 

AMONG THE SAVAGES OF AMERICAr 

It 119, Siting, it^iiral on the part of tlie Unfer^ 
twiatO) ;ta soim at ttie iUnsio^s pf bappiDeea by 
%%» re«oUestMHji of pas^ plea^nrea^ When I fctrf 
W€iai7 of eiici9t$oc^i v^K» I feel my heart torn by 
^Mir^ffi^fo.of.a ccimmerce.whh maaluiid^ I inix>- 
IlMteUy turo m^ and cast a look df regreti 
SftfdMjating ji)^4it;ttiQOs 1 S^t^t and ine&bK 
vbsnoM 0f ft W«l ^rhklfc tfiioya iUeH; it trai 
emMstithe imipew^ cNe^t of ^Uooripa that t 
comfdetely tast^ you, ! Ev^rjT ^W bpa^t* of l<fving 
liberly^ and hardly any one hab a just idea of it.^ 
^hen I travelled among the Indian tribes of 
Canada — ^when I quitted the habitations of En* 
rppeans, and found myself, for the first time/ 
alone amidst boundless forests^ having all nature, 
as it were prostrate at my feet, a strange revolu- 
tion took place in my sensations. I was seized 
with a sort of delirium, and followed no traek^ 

,4. . . ... . 
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t)ut went from tree to tree, and mdiftrently. to 
the rigbt or left, saying to niyself : " H6re there 
ii no muUiplicity of roads/no towns, no tonfined 
bonses, no Presidents, Republics and Kings, no 
kws ^nd no human beings.-— Human beings! 
Yes— some worthy savages, who care nothing 
alkmt me, nor I about them ; who, IHce myself 
Wander wherever indinati^n leads them^ «at 
*vhen they wish it, and sleep where they please. 
To ascertain whether I was r^lly in poSsessioil of 
tny original rights> I put in practice n thousand 
aets of human will, as fancy suggested them, 
Tlie^e proceedings highly ipnraged the grelit 
Dutchman, who axstompanied me as^-^fuide, 
^d who in hrssoul beli^edme tobea tnad^an; 
Released from the tyrannical yoke bf sofefety, 
I comprehended the charms of that naturalinde^ 
pendence, far surpassing all the pleasures of 
which civilized man can have an idea. I compre* 
hended why a savage was nnwilling to become 
^n European, why several Europeans had beconife 
savage, and why the sublfme discussion bnthe 
Wtqu&lity of conditions was so little understood 
hymost of our philosophers. It is incredible to 
what a state of littleqeas uatipns and their highly 
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f^mMed instittitiims ^ere rednced in loy vyks. If 
ilppeafed to me that 1 was loc^og eft thet%ia^ 
dotns of tile earth with an inverted telescbpfd, 
or ra^r that 1 myself was enlarged, enalttd, 
and contemplating, with the eyes of a gianty^tiio 
reibains of my degenerate fellow creatures^ 

Y^on, who wish to write of mankind, trans* 
j>6rt yourselves into the deserts. Become for an 
instant the children of natare*-4hen, ^d not 
till then take the pen. 

Among the innun^erable enjoyments, which 
J experienced during these travels, one in. ptxti* 
cular ^ptade a lively impression upon my h^atttx* 



"■ ■ i"j *' i ! X 



^ Almost dll that fi»How» is takai frem the mafiuscript 
^ my TfaveU in Amcrioi, wMcb perished together with 
M?enil other incomplete works. Among them I had begup 
one^ Xf « TMiaufde la Nature, which was the history of 
a savage tribe in Canada, moulded into a sort of romance. 
The frame, which inclosed these pictures of nature, was 
eatiraly new, and the paintings themselves, feeing strange 
to our climate, migl»t have merits the indulgence of the 
jrjepdfT* Some praise has been beBtowed upon my maa- 
X>^r of delineating nature, but if the pyhiic had *««"||p 
work now mentioned, written as it was by fragments on 
my knee among the savages themselves, in the forests and 
oh the Umks ef American 4akes, I presuode to state tb«t 
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fl Bl^^as going to see the ce|€^iulcd^tt|r«*c^ 
-^^a, and had taken my ro^ thrdaigh tl# 
J^diaormtiansr which mhabit the wki* vejs^t: j|f 
tfJMT 'American plantations. My guides vWfrf t^^ 
lim, a pocket compass, and the Doteaman wl|^^ 
I have mentioned. This man perfeetly ppdaF- 
stood five dialects of the Huron iangaa^. Oar 
equipage consisted of two horses, t<>the necks tf 
ifv^hich we fastened a bell at night, and then al- 
lowed them to go at large in the forest. At first 
i tras rather afraid of losing thera> hut my gnide 
yieiiioved this apprehension by poin^ting out the 

^atto^^t^te ii^tinct, which ciE^ises these si^adons 
aiif m o ls n e v er-to^wander ootjofsight of.ourJSre. 

ie: One CTcning^i when-we conccivid that we 



they would probably have fotind matt «r more deiei^iiglilftSr 
notice. Of all this work only afew detacfted leavfe#r#ftfiaa 
in my possession, and among them is the Nighty v^^irM^l^ I 
now insert. I was destined to lose by the revoltttioil'^^r- 
toue, parents, friends, aisd what is never to be regained wfi%a 
once lost, the detail of reilectiohs as they natural I jr'ari^e 
during my travels^ Our tKbnght's are perhaps the onlf^^- 
perty to be called 'really our own^^eYch tlieje ^li^'tal^n 
from me» ' " ■ "^ ■ 



T0tU 'ji»x^ o: ivu 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



W) procetdfd safiir aa tot)^ mily abo^t €!?]^f <^ 
Hiile leagues frpm the cataract, we weirefjdSI 
^k||[mt 40 ai%bt from our horsey, that \te miglil 
i^e(>tce;4>iqr hav^el, and light our fire nm^iig 
ifiif 4li% Indian custonr^ ^t this monibQ t n% per^ 
ceired a blaze in the woods, and soon afte^wa^dt 
«lj|ie4 tome savages seated on the bank of the 
fame stream^ which flowed past us* We ap* 
prpaffaed them, and the Dutchman having, by 
my order, asked permission to pass the night 
with them« it was granted on the spot Acrard- 
' ingly we all began our labours togetberw After 
liaviog cut branehes from the trees^ fii^ stalrieis 
In the ground, stripped off bark to oover Olir 
p^ace, and performed s0d(ie other fgem^^ sei>> 
Tices, each of us turned his at^ntion to his own 
i&f rs. J fetched my saddle^ which faithf«l}y 
•mrvedas my pillow during the whok journey. 
The guide attended to our horses, a^d with 
i^gard to bis preparations for the night, he was 
not so.delipate as myself, and generally availed 
^ummlf of some old trunk of a ti'ee for his bed. 
X>lir work being finished, we seated' auri»^lv^in 
a circlei with our legs crossed like tailoi^^ v Iq 
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|^(l c^trie of us was au imm^nBe fire, at which 

Ifiipr^p^ed oar maize for supper. I had « 

igAtU of brandy too, which not a little increased 

|he gity spirits of the savages. They produced 

ki ipetorn sonse legs of bear, and we made ff royil 

Tepast. > 

The party was composed of two women with 

infants at the breast, and three warriors. Two 

of the latter might be about forty to forty-five 

years of age^ thoogh they appeared to be Inncfa 

older I the third was a young man. 

vi ; The conversation soon became general, that 

4%;t9;ia3ii by ^^nae broken expressions on my 

pgrt| and by many gestures, an expressive kind 

. pf language, which tkcLlndian tribes comprehend 

-with astoB^isbii^ readiness, and which 1 learnt 

' ftwong them. The yonng man alon^ preserved 

an obstinate silence, keeping his eyes ^edfastly 

;&iiBd on meu In spite t>f the black, red, and blue 

streaks, with which be was disfigured, ainl die 

1 furtber.mutilatipn of having no ears, it was «asy 

to pex€eivs& ihe> nobfe and sensible expression 

..which animated: bis ccmntenaace* How fsLvm* 

L Ibly did k think of him lor not liking me! : He 
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upp^rcd to be meotaliy tending thehytx^y ^f 
flit the calamities^ with which Europeans >I)a4 
oterfamrtfaened his conntry. 

The two little children^ which were etitir^lf 
ftaked^ hml fallen asleep at our fe^, before the 
^re* The women todc them gently in thdf 
urms^ and laid them upon skins, with that nM- 
temal care which it was delicions to observe 
among these pretended savages. The conversa- 
tion at Jength died away by degrees, and each 
person sunk to rest in the place which he had 
hitherto occupied. - b 

I was, however^ an exception, being uaallb 
to dose my eyes. Hearing the deep breathing 
of my companions on all sMts^ F raised my head, 
and resting on my elbow, cfontemplated^ by the 
red light of the expiring frre, thesteeping ludia^ 
stretelied around me. I acknowkd^ that I 
found it difficult to refrain from tears^ Gc»d 
young man! How affecting did thy repose afi- 
pear to ine ! Thou, who didst seem ^so feelingly 
alive ta the misfortunes of rtfy cotwitryi wertiof 
too lofty and superior ar deposition to ^aspect a 
stranger of evil int^ntionii; fiurop^ans, whaka 
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^sson id this for us ! These savagea, whom we 
littte ptesued with fire ami sword, whom oiwr 
avarice has not even left in possession of. asbovel 
flri! of eacth to cover their dead bodies on all this 
vast continent heretofore their patrimonj^-^ 
these very savages received their enemy in their 
hospitable hnts^ shared with him their miserabid 
repast, and their couch to which remorse was 
a stranger; enjoying close to him, the sleep 
of the virtuous. Such virtues are as much 
above our conventional ones, as the souls of 
these uncultivated people are superior to tl^ose 
0f man Jn a state of : society. 
.^ The moon was bright Heated by my ideas 
Tfose and took a seat at some distance/ upon 
the root of a tree which crept along the side of 
the rivulet. It was one of those American uigbts, 
whidi thepencil of man never will be aible to 
paurtray, ai^I which I have remembered ahuti- 
dred times with delight. 

Tfae uHiQn had reached the highest point 
cf the Hea¥ens> and a thousand stars glittered 
in th^ gmat clear .e^q^nse« At one time the 
queen of 11%^ reposed tipoa a group of cli^uda. 
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wbidb T^sembted the summit of :loftytnoiiii*aH»r 
crowned with snow. By slow d^rees these 
clouds stretched themselves oat> assuming the} 
appefraoce of waving transparent, zones <^ 
white satin^ or transforming themselves into 
light frothy flakes, of which countless numbers 
wandered through the blue plains of the firma* 
ment. At another time the aerial vault appeared 
as if transformed into the sea shore, where hori-r 
2ontal bedSy and parallel ridges might be disco-^ 
vcred, apparently formed by the regular flux and 
reflux of the tide. A gust of wind then dispersed 
the clouds, and they formed themselves into lai^e i 
masses of daz:2litig whiteness, ^o soft to the eye . 
that one almost seemed to feel their delicate elas« 
ticity. The landscape around me was Dot less, 
enchanting. The cerulean velvety light of the. 
moon silently spread over the forest, and at inter* > 
vals descended among the trees, irradiating iu 
spme degree even the deepest thickets. The . 
brook, which flowed ^t my feet, biding itself 
now and then under the umbrageous oaks, sal* 
laws and sugar-trees, and re-appearing a litth 
further off, ^11 brilliant. from the con^ellatiofis ot 
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llifltnigfat^ f^wiinbled ah azure ribband stddded 
vrith diamonds, and transversely marked with 
Uaek lines. On the other side of the stream/ 
in a large natural meadow, the clear light of the 
moon shbne without motion on the turf, extedd- 
ing like a cnrtain over it. At one moibent the 
birch -trees, which were scattered here and there 
through the Savantia, were, by the caprice of 
the breeze, cotifoudded with the soil on which 
they grew, and enveloped in a sort of grey gaute ; 
at another they ceased to retain this chalky ap- 
pearance, and buried themselves in obscurity/ 
farming, as it WeSre^ islands of floating shade 
upon a motiontess sea of light. Silence and 
repose prevailed throughout the scene, except 
when a few leaves fell here and there, or a sud* 
den gust of wind swept past^ accompanied b(^a« 
sionally by the dismal note of the owl. At k 
diet&nce and at intervals too I heard the soleicin^ 
sound of the dataract at Niagara^ which^ in the 
calmness of night, was lengthened out from one 
desert to anotlber^ and expired among the solitary 
forests. 

The astonishing grandeur of this picture 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



300 REoaLrscTioirs of amukica. 

and the metaBchply^ which it hi6|Kred, aiis^dt 
to be «:spres80d by hmnan iangaage. The mmv 
beaotifa} nights in Europe can convey no^idhk 
of it. in vain does the imagination try to roam 
at large amidst onr cultivated plains^ for e^^ 
where the habitations of mankind oppose iti 
wish; but in this deserted region the soul de- 
lights to bury and lose itself amidst bpandles» 
£cn&ta^t loTes to wander, by the light of the 
stars^ on the borders of immense lakes, to hover 
on the roaring gnlph of terrific cataracts, ta 
fall with the mighty mass of waters, to mix ^tsA* 
confound itself, as it were, with the wild soblimi^:; 
ties of Nature. 

These enjoyments are too exquisite. Soch 
it our weakness that excess of pl^asute betoddes 
painful, as if Nature were afraid of bur forgettrog 
that we lire meti. Absorbed iii my existence, or> 
rather wandering entirely from myself, having 
no dbtii^ct sentiment or idea, but an inefiabit 
loi^esf^ibable siensatien, resembling the mental ' 
happiness which we are tdd that we shall ied> 
in another world, I was suddenly recalled to 
the ode vrhich I iuhiibtt. I felt ill, and wi^con^- 
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tta§e4^ that I ma^t iodolge my reverie no furthcif • 
Bopw returned to our ^jauppuy and lying doita 
vtmr the savs^es, soon sunk into profound sle^pi. 
On. awaking in the morning, I found my 
omipanions ready for departure. My guide had 
saddled our horses ; the warriors were armedf 
and the women busy in collecting their baggage; 
which consited of skins, maize, and smoked bean 
1 arose, and taking from my portmanteau 8om« 
powder and ball, and a box made of red wood, 
distributed these among my associates of the 
night, who appeared to.be pleased with niy 
geiOieroiity. We then separated not without 
9igns of mutual regard and regret j each touching 
h)S forehead and hreasit, according to the custom 
of the^e^ children of nature^ which appeared to^ 
p4€, veiy ^uperiQr to the ceremonies practised by 
us< Even to the young Indian, who cordiaHy 
tookih^ hand which I offered, we all partod with 
hwr^s full of each other. Our friends pursued 
t^eir way to the Norths beipg directed by th^ 
mosses, and we to the West under the guid^n^pe 
of my compass. The warriors departed first, 
the women followed, cftrrying the baggage and 
^ infants on their backs, suspended in furs. The 
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little creatures looked back at 119 and smikd* 
My eyes for a long time followed this affecting^ 
and maternal spectacle, till at length the groufi 
entirely disappeared among the thickets. 

Benevolent savages^ who so hospitably enter- 
tained me, and whom I doubtless shall never 
again behold, let me be here permitted to pny 
the trtbnte of my gratitude. May you long 
enjoy your precious independence in those d^ 
lightful solitudes, where my wishes for yonr 
happiness will ever follow you. What corner, 
my friends, of your immense deserts, do you at 
present inhabit? Are you 'still togetha*/ Md 
always happy ? Do you sometimes talk about 
the stranger of the forest ? Da yon pictntB to 
yourselves the kiud of country which be infaft* 
bits? Do you utter wishes for his happiness, 
while you recline upon the b^nks of your solitary 
rivers ? Generous family ! His lot is much 
changed since ike night he passed with you ; 
but it is at least a consolation to him, while per* 
lecuted by his countrymen beyond the seas, that 
his name is, in some unknown wilderness at the 
other extremity of the world, still pronounced 
with tender recollection by the poor Indians. 
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ANECDOTE 

Of a Frenchman^ who dwelt among the Savages. 

Philip be Coca, who was Imra in a littb 

village of Piton, went to Canada in his infam^^ 

MTV^ there as a soldier, at ^ age of twenty 

yearSy during the war of 1754, and after the 

little of Ooebec retired to the conntry pf the 

:f ive Naitions, wbere^ having married aa. Indian 

sitoma^, h^ renonn^ed the customs of hit native 

: land t^ adopt the manners of the safvages. When 

^Ji^aft travailing through' the wilcb of America, J 

^aa nat a little sorpmed to h^ar that 1 YoA.h 

<HMintryman/ established as a reaident, at some 

vittalance in the woods. I visited htm wUh 

^Mf^rness, and found him employed in poinlifog 

, so(^; stakes at the door of his hut. He CKi9t a 

look towards ;aie^ which was cold enotfgh^ aild 

iSDntianed his- w^rk; but the:monaeitf 1 ad- 

dre^ed bun it^^Freaicb,: he started at the recpllec* 

, ^ ^mxk of bis countiy^ aiid tbe big tear atopd ii| \m 

.mu %^ P .;• 
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SlO RECOLLEOTIOKS OF AMERICA. 

€yt. Tfaefie w^knowQ accents sttdjdeniy roiiied^ 
in the heart of the old man, all the sensations of 
his infancy. In' youth we little regret the plea- 
sures of our first years; bnt the farther we 
advance into life the more interesting to us 
becomes the recollection of them ; for then every 
JMie of our df^s supplies a sad subject for coili* 
liarison. Philip intreated me to enter \m dwel(» 
iiig; and I followed him# He had cousiderajMk 
diJSicttlty in expressing what he meant. I saw 
him labour to regain the ancient ideas of civiUi;iMl 
man, and I watched him most closely. Fqr 
instance, I had an opportunity of observing tb»t 
liMre were two kinds of relative things absolQte}|^ 
d&oed from his miod, \h, that of any super-- 
ftoity being proper, and that of annoymg others 
triHioilt an absolute necessity for it* I did not 
dbnse to put my grand question, till after some 
^Onrs of cooversation had restored to him a 
lulficiency of wordsland ideas. At last I said, to 
him : " Philip, are you happy ? *' He knew not 
at first how to reply. — ** Happy," sard he, re^- 
flecting-^** happy i Yes ; but happy only since 
1 became a savage.«-««^' And huiv do you pass 
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your life ?*" «rice<l I,^^»^jie lttugh >< li -- 'r 4^mider> 
stand yon/' continued I. *' Yon think such a 
question unworthy of an answer. But should 
you not like to resume your former 'mode of , 
living, and return to yoor countiy?*— ** My 
<rountry ! France ! If I were not so old, I 
should like to see it ag^n/' — " And you woqIi^ 
not remain there ? '' added I.— The moiioi^ of 
/* Philip's head answered my question sqffidiently. 
I ' *^ But what induced you/* continued 1, ** to be* 
• come what you call a savage ? " — ^^ I don't 

know,'' said he,— '^ instinct,'* This e;xpression 
put an end to my doubts^ and questions, t re- 
mained two days vvith Philip, in order to observe 
him, and never saw him swerve for a single mp- 
ment from the assertion he had made. His sori, 
free from the conflict of social p^ssipns, appealed 
to me, in the language of the savages with whom 
he dwelt, calm as the field of battle after the ^y^r* 
riors had smoked together the calumet 6f pca<^. 



* 
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212 

ON MACKENZIE'S TRAVELS ' 

*•• . ■•'":.. 

.Th« general interest, with which travels are read,"^, 
may perhaps be caused by the inconstancy and 
satiety of the hnman heart. Tired of the society v --' 
with which we live, and of the vexations which 
surround us^ we like.to Igse ourselves, in the 
contemplation of itries, and among 

unkspwn nations. le^ described to us, 

are happier thai their happiness 

diverts us; if moi b^ their afflictions 

are consolitary to interest, attached 

\6 the recital of ti y day diminishing 

in proportion to of travellers, A 

philosophical spirit has caused the wonders of 
the desert to disappear, 

<>^ ilie magic woods have lost their former charm,*' 
a&To^tanes says. 

When the BrstTffencfimen, who investigated 
the shoores of Canada; spoke of lakes similar to 
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se!6 f calaracls whicli fiill ficuii, fibaveuf a^dlb* 
rests the depth of which conld^oot be explored^ tlM 
mind K much more strongly moved than when aa 
Engliah merchant^ or a qiodern Savant tells yon 
that be has penetrated to the Pacific Ocean, and, 
that the fall of Niagara is only a hnndred and 
ibrty-fpur Het in depth. _ , ^^ 

' /' . What we.gain in knowledge, by such inform 
' matio0> we Ipse in sentiment. Geometrical tratha 
have destroyed certain truths of the imagination^ 
which ar^ more important to morality than is 
suppftsed. Who were. ^the first travellers of 
antiquity? . The legislatoris poets, and heroes— 
Jacobs Lycurgmu Pythagoras, Honoer, HerciU^^ 
Aleicander. Th^ *^ di^fi'peregrinatitmU'' }3^^ 
Bsentioned in Qejr>esis. A^^that tiitne ev^ry, thin^ ^ 
was prodigious withont casing to be real,.^pd 
the hopes of these exalted men burst forth in . 
the exclamatiop of ^^ Terra igfu^al, Ter;ra 
imtnenm I ** • 

. . We. nasally dislike to be confined ;^t^ia 
bounds, and I could almost say that the ^lob^^, 

« Oh hod md^BMrwiV;^ land of Ysst extent I 
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h- become t06 smldl for man since he has saikd 
l^und it. .If the night be more favonrable than 
the day to inspiration and vast conceptions, it 
Ss because it conceals all limits^ and assumes 
the appearance of immensity. The French and 
English trayellers seem, fike the warriors o£ 
diose two nations, to have shared the empire of 
this earth ^nd ocean. The latter have no one, * 
inborn they can oppose to Tavernier, Chardtn, ^ *\ 
Parennin, and Charlevoix, nor can they boast | 

6f any "great work^ftne " Lettrea Edifiantes ;" 
but the former, in their turn, possess no Anson, 
B3nron, Cook, or Vancouver. The French 
travellers have done more th&n those of the 
)thdl nation toiiirards' makibg ns acquainted with 
Qle manner^ and customs of foreign coontries-^ 
voif typi9^^More3 cognovit ; but the Snglish have 
b^en more nsefhl as to the progress of universal 
geography-^iif, irirrw nuO^y,* in mart pasms e9t. 
They share with the Spaniards and Portnguese 
the honour or having added new seas and new 
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if ACII&NZI£*8 tRAVELS' . . ft 19 

i^ofitm^Bts to tbe globe, 9wi of having fixed the 
liaiitsof the^arth. 

f The prodigies of navigation are perha|>s 
tho^e, which afford^ the highest idea of human 
genius. The reader trembles, and is full of ad- 
miration when he sees Columbus plunging into 
the solitudes of an unknown ocean, Vasco de 
Gama doubling the cape of Tempests, Magellan 
^merging from a vast ocean to enter otie vaster 
^till, and Cook fl j^ing from one pole to the other> 
bounded on all sides by tbe shores of the globe^ 
aiid unable to find more seas for his vessels. 

What a beautiful spectacle does this navi- 
gator aflPord, when seeking unknown lands, not 
to oppress the inhabitants^ but to succour and 
enlighten them ; bearing to poor savages the re- 
quisites of life ; swearing, on their charming 
banks, to maintain concord and amity with these 
simple children of nature; sowing among* icy 
regions the fruits of a milder climate, and thus 
imitating Providence, who foresaw the fall and 
^he wants of man ! 

Death having not permitted Captain Cook 
to complete his ioiportant discoveries, CaptBtfi 
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ifmmv^ht was appointed by the Britisi^r^^teftt^ 
mtmt to Tiait all the American coast iromCa^ 
feraia'to CooWs River or Inlety as it is ^^metfmes 
called^' aiid to remove all doobts^ which miglll 
fA Vectain concerning a passage to the North 
We^t of the New World. While this abte 
offieer fuI611ed his mission wiih equal intelligence 
iMid contage, another English traveller^ taking 
His dt^partvre from Upper Canada, prooeeckki 
i^sross deserts and through forests to the North 
Sea and Pacific Ocean. 

Mr. Mackenzie, of whose travels I MA 
ahoiit Id spedc^ neither pretends to Uie Jhoncmt 
of bdhg a scientific man,' nor a writer, ^e was 
simplj carrying on a traffic with the Indians id 
itirs> ' and modestly gives his acconnt to ihe 
pnhKc as <}n}y the journal of: his expedition. 
Sotn^iihes, however, he interrupts the thread of 
im 'nanrative to describe a scene of nature, or 
tite itoannei^ of the savages; but he never pos* 
sgsses the fo-t of tarhmg to his a<lvantage thosfe 
little occurrences, which are so interesting m the 
Recitals of onr missionaries* The reader is 
^c^ocely informed who were the compamons of 

1 



Digitized 



by Google 



4kr^4iithM'6 fetigues. No Iranaport is exkHH^di 
oil^4lseoveriDg the ocean/which was the wishedh* 
|(|i;^ject.of his enterprize^ no scenes of ton^* 
Iieft$;at,hi8 return. In a word^ the reader i$ 
ii^yfir embarked in the canoe with the Uwdln^ 
anfl never partieikes of hi$ feai», his hopes and fail 
perils* 

^rAr^pth^rj great fault is di^coverabk io this 
wjoiIl It ,is ^nufprtuttate that a simple jimmal 
should be deficient in method and perspicuity^ 
but Mr. Mackenzie manages his subject in a 
i^flised w?7. He never states where Fort 
f^^^ii^wym 19, ^&€^ which he first sets ont; 
what discoveries had b^eu made in the regions 
he wac^. ^bqut to yisit^ before he nodertook to 
j^^plor^ ^hem; whether the place^ at which ]b^ 
s^ps oear the ei^trance of th^ Frosen Sea, wma 
bay, pr memly an expansion of the river^ w ^H^ 
i^ led itq suppose. How can the traveller 0o4l9 
5jgrtain,thatjhis great river of the West^jWhiflb 
^jC^lIs Taco4tche Tess6 is the rivepr of Colofi* 
bia, ^i^^p^|ie,,.^id,^^^^ down to its mpfth? 
How happens it that part of the course pi tfaji 
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Hver, which he did not visit/ iil nevertheless 
marked upon his map? &c. &c. 

. In spite of these numerous defects, the merit 
of Mr. Mackensie's jou^al is very great, but it 
requires commentaries, at one time to give an 
idea of the deserts which the traveller is crossing, 
and impart a little spirit to the meagre dryness 
of his narrative, at another to explain some 
point of gec^raphy left in an obscure state by 
the author. These omission^ I will attempt to 
supply. 

Spain, England, and France owe all their 
American possessions to three Italians, Colum- 
bus, Cabot^ and Verarani. ' The genius of Italy, 
buried under its ruins, like the giants under the 
mountains which they had piled upon each 
other, appears now and then to awake, for* the 
purpose of astonishing the world. It was about 
the year 1S28 that France employed Verazani 
to go in quest of new discoveries. This naviga- 
tor examined more than 600 leagues of the 
North American coast^ but he founded no 
colonies. 
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lames Cartier, his saccessor, visited all the. 
country called Kannatahy the savages, that is ta 
«ay, the mass ofhvis.'^ He ascended the great 
river, #hich received from him the name of St«: 
Lawrence^ and advanced as far as the isjand of 
MmUrealj which was then called Shch^ga, 

In 1540 M. de Roberval obtained tiie v4ice* 
royalty of Canada. He transported several 
families thither^ with his brother, whom Franm 
I. distinguished by the appeilation of Hanmbal's^ 
gen d'arme^ on account of his bravery ; but 
being shipwrecked in 154o^ " with them sunk,- ' 
said Charkvoix, ^' all the hopes which had been 
conceived of forming an establishment in Ameri- 
ca, no one daring to flatter himself with die idea 
of beiqg more skilful or fortunate than these tw<r 
brave men.*' 

The disturbances, which soon afterwards 
begsm in ftance, and continued fifty yews, 



♦ • 



^ The Spaniards had certainly discovered Canada before 
James Cartier and Verazani. There are some who aswrt^ 
that the name of Canada is derived from two Spmiish itMk 
Accanada. 
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preeonted theattentidn of goveniiiicttk-ta^raDf 
crventsatadistibce. The graiaaofHeiijpyil^;) 
hnviqg stifled mil discord^ the project of fbuffdi*^ 
lag ft cokmy in Caoadawas resumed witSi. mi^b^MJ 
Vh^Marqms de la Roche emWked ipj 1^6I8.^ 
tiy lifts-ibrttine agaiti^ but liis expeditipo, had>, 
disiMroa^ end.^ M. Chauvia ^acceeded.to hia. 
pt^eets aod.misforttiaesi a»d lastly the Comaiow 
di^ia de Catte> being employed on the 4am& 
CRterptiM aboQt the year 1603» ooitfided the* 
direction of it to Samael de Champelatu, whose/ 
name brings to oar recollection the founder of 
Qttebec^ and the father o{ French; cohodtes lot* 
North America* ,1 

From this time the Jesaita wene entrmt^ ^ 
wkh the care of cmitinaing the discnM^'eries in the 
interior of the Canadian forests. Then bcga» 
thcacr. ^unons missions, which extended the 
Frandi Empjrefrom the borders of>the Atlantie> 
and the icy region of Hudson's Bay, to the 
shoTiSS of the gulph of Mexico. Father^Biart 
andp5»^mi^ Ma^e. traverse^ t^e wh^le of 
Ko«tt Sooliac;wEalh0rJM^phpenetrftted toJUke 
Nipivrng ; Fathers Brebosux and Daniel mitoA 
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*%^t6igh^t^nt deserts o£ AeHnrons, bfetwei^ti 
'tli^^lake bf that name; 'Lake ftiichighan, atfd 
'Elke"Eric; while Father de L^iftbervilte caiiied 
Lake Ontario, and the five cantons of the Irtf* 
ijtioi^ to be known. ' Attracted by the ho^pe^xif 
Tnar!*yrdom, and the recifaf of .the suieritigd 
which their cbmpaflnibifs had endured, other 
loboorers in the evangelifeal ^vineyard atrived^ 
fmm all parts, and spfekd ttemselrfs into evefy 
dvewry tegibn. ^* Tbey»wft*e.8«(at,?' says* idle 
hiifi«^aii.pf New France/- ^b\1 tbey^ ^ent with 
j^f ffbegii^dccnniylisiieidtbtt {iromfee-of the SiM 
Tfikirk^unaokind, by makiDg his g^osptl known 
. thron^oot the world.'' * r ; > ! ? ... 

-^ S^e*. di9co¥«ej^.^. the' Ohio aad the :Mi$« 
f£i^p£ m the^ West of Laker So{»iEbr, the 
Lake of the Woods in the North West of tlie 
Riv^r Boufbon;and the interior coast of. Janaea 
B;^y in .llj^ Norjh, wais die result of .tj[iefid d^potf^ 
toUc tr4vel§.:» The > Missionaries had wea a 
knowiiddge'' of those Boehif Mountaim/^ - wbioh 

Mi", Mackenzie crossed on his way to the Pacific 

.. . ,\ . i . ' ■ 

... .1, i I, I. > I * .. , I. M 1 ,1 .1, II I . i - i m i l l *i I .. 

* Thty callfii tUs chain tlie monotaiQ of Brilliaat Stones* 
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ftS^ RBCOI^CTIOKS OF AMERICA. 

Oo^Hi^. wA af th^ great rirAr flowing to tb* 
Westj, that is |o say, the Columbia.— If aay onie 
should wrsh to convince binoiself that I adi^noe 
^}y what is true, it will be sufiicient to cast an 
€^yeotT<^r the ancient charts of the Jesuits* 

^U the great discoveries, therefore, in the 
iQleiior of North Apierica, were made or pointed 
ofri; wli^eti the £ugU3h heeame masters of Canada. 
By giving new names to the lakes, mountainsi 
jfivers and streams, or by corrupting the old 
French names, tfaeyhave only ^rown geography 
into ^socder. It b not even sufficiently proved 
that the latitudes and longitudes, which iixty 
have given to certain pkcesi are more exaec 
than those fixed by axkt kamed nii»i<Maaries.^ 
In order to form a correct idea of the point 

* Mr. Arrowsmith is at present the most celebrated 
ge<)grapher in England. If any one will take his great 
map ef the United States, &nd compare it with Imley's last 
mafMifhewiUfiAd a prodigious difiRerence, particularly in that 
part which lies between the lakes of Canada and Ohio. The 
charts of the Missionaries, on the contrary, much resemble 
Imley'smaps. 
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Mackenzie's travecs* ' 3S3 

horn which Mr. Mackeiusie todk his departure, 
aird of his general coune> it is perhaps essential 
to observe the f9Uowing particalan. 

llie French missionaries arid the ramblers 
through Canada had pash^d their discoveries as 
fietr as Lake Outnipie; or Oniiiipigon to the we^t; 
and as far as Lake Assinibonls or Lae des Cri^r 
Hnaux to the North. The first of these appears 
to be the one called by Mr. Madcensie the Slave 
Lake. 

The Anglo-Canadian Company, which car- 
ries on the trade in fars, has established a factbry 
pt Fort Cbepewyan^ or Chepawayan* on a l^e 
called the Lake of the Mountains^ which cbm- 
mnnicates with theSbve Lake by a* river. 

From the Slave Lake proceeds a river which 
flows to the North, and which Mr. Mackenzie 
designates by his own name. The riv^r Macken- 
«e falls into the Polar Sea at 69* 14' North l^tA-^ 



* The French maps place it in latitude 5** N. and th'e 
English in 53. 

1 58« 40' lat.N. and I0» SO' long.Wi meridian of GrcciK 
ich.' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



944 R£0OIiI»CnDM8 or JOaUBLCA* 

txiier and I3y west loDfitade^ mfcrifin of 
Greenwich^ The ducovery of thtt riva* koA 
its navigation to die wirtfaern Odaan . are tbt 
Object of Mr. Mackemie's first travels. 

He left Fort Chepewyanon the 3rA ii 
Jntit 1789, and retnitied thitbier on dk litixoS 
Se^teAdber in the same year. He lift it a sdcdnd 
time on the lOth of 0<^ober 179I On a new, expcv 
^ioHr directing bis course to the Weat He 
crossed the Lake of the Mountains, and asceoilei 
41 rivev called Oong^ah, or Peace river, li^hieh 
takes its source in the Backy MDimtdiM* A 
great river descends beyond these mounta^m^ 
asid 4ows to the west where it loses iu^lf in th« 
Facific Ocean. It is called Taco^tche^Tesse 
or Columbia. 

The passage fiom Peaoie River to that of 
Cbluml^, and the facility of navigation in the 
latter, at least tb the point where Mr. Macket>i!ie 
abandoned his canoe, were the discoveries which 
resulted from Mr. Mackenzie*s second enterprise. 
After an absence of eleven months he returned to 
tl^ place of his departure^ 

It must be observed that as Peace Bihftt 
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jfvoceodi^ fram the Roeky Monntbins to thiav 
ilfdf into an arm of the Lake bf Ihe Moaataini; 
99 theLakeaf the Mottntaiiis comiiiuQicate§ witli 
Slave Lake by a river which l»ar$ this latter 
mnie ; and as Slave Lake, in its turn, poiirs its 
Ws^ra into the Northern Ocean by the rivi^ 
Mapkenzie, it fbUows that the Peace^ Slave and 
Mackensie rivers are in fact only one, wlu^ 
jEopoceeds from the; Rocky Mountains in the w^t, 
^d precipitates itsHf ibto the Polar Ocesp. : t-ct 
us .now take our departure with theitraveller, and 
4k;3c^Mt th0 liver Mackenzie in company with 

' He crossw the Lake of the Mountains, 
^b^s Slave .Biv^r, ifv^hieh brin^^ him to tte 
lake of the same name, coasts along the north 
l»Ankiof the lake,^ and finally .discovers Mac- 
kenzie river. * From the lake to this point the 
pQUQtry on , the north side is |(jw and covered 
with forests };On the South it is more el^yjated 
but jftlsp vc;ry» woddy. We her^ observe maj^y 
trees thrown down jin4>bl^ckened by fire in the 
midst of which young ^pop^ars appear, haviqg 
rjsei^ there sinjce the copflagration. U is worthy 

VOL. I. Q 
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dg6 RBCOLUcnoNs or aujbolica. 

of remark that wfaenit foreatof finaiid bg'clics 
U cottfiiiiQed 1>y fire^ poplars appear instead of 
tibem^ thoQgh there wab previously oo tree cf 
thie genus in the space laid open by the devoariQg 
element; 

The naturalist will perhq>s contest the ac<* 
curacy of this observation on tbe part of Mn 
Mackenzie; for in Europe werf tiling, whicb 
deranges our systems, is treated as ignoraooc^ 
or the wandering of imagination ; but no philo* 
iopfaer can deny and no artist oan depict the 
beautjr of the streams which water the JNair 
World. Let the reader represent to himself att 
immense river, flowing through the thickest' 
forests — ^let. him figure to himself all the acoi'- 
dental circumstances connected with the trees 
tipon its banks. The Americaji oaks, filling 
f£Qm old age, bathe their hoary heads in the 
stream ; theplatiCof the West bend towards the 
wave with the black squirrels and white ermines, 
which are climbing up their trunks, or sporting 
among their branches ; the Canadian sycamores 
join in the group ; the Virginian poplars grow 
ra a solitary manner, or len^en tbemselvesHHic 
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UACKti^Za^S TRAVELS* S»7 

into a ntdVfng avenue. Sotnetimes a river rush- 
itigiVom the depths of a desert, forms a magoi- 
ficent junction with another river as it crosses 
&me noble forest. At other times a roaring 
cataract covers the side of a mountain with its 
azure Veil; Tibe banks seem to fly, to bend, 
to enlarge, to diniinish. Here are towering rocks 
"which overhang the stream, there groups <3i£ 
young trees, the tops of which are flattened like 
the plain that gave them birth. On alt siclifs 
murmurs are heard, which it would be difficultio 
define. They proceed from frogs which low 
like htdh^ and from others which live in the 
trunks of old willows.f The repeated cry 4>f the 
latter alternately^ resembles the tiokling of a 
bell such as fiimgs about the neck of sheep, an4 
the 4>arkitig of a dog4 The traveller, agreealdy 



•BulUfrog^ 
' 1 Tree-frog. 
*<«^'tTiey deposit tlieir young in the stumps of dcoiyed 
4rttt* Tlity 4o not craik like the firogs tnJSur«pe, >fit 4p- 
fiog^fa^m^ bfi^k like d{«s.?* LePite du T^rtre, lf\fh 
toire Natur. des Antilles* Toi||. Illj No. SI?. 

a 3 
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838 REqOU»lCTIOKS OF AM£EICA. 

^ceiveA in these wild regions^ fancies that he is 
approaching the cottage oi a labourer, and th^ 
;i|e hears the distant motion of a flock. 

Harn>onious \yarbHng& swell upon the breeze^ 
^nd fill the woods, as if the Hamadryads joined 
^iq oniversal chorus ; but the concert soon grows 
weaker, and gradually dies away among the ce* 
.dars and the rushes, so that yon can hardly say, 
at the moment the sounds diminish into silence^ 
whether they still exist , . or are only continued 
by imagination* 

Mr. Mackenzie, continuing to descend the 
river, anived ere long at the country inhabited 
by the savages called Jiidiaa Slaves. They io- 
Jbrmed him that he wo«ild fiind lower down, on 
^thebanksof the same stream, another tribe called 
:Hare Indians ; and stiU lower, as he approached 
Jkbe Ma» the Esquimaux. . 

^^ During our short stay with these people^ 
they amused ns with dancing, which they aor 
companied with their voices* They leap about 
and throw themselves, into various antic postarea^ 
The women snfier their arms to hang, as with* 
out the power of motion.** 

3 
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MACKENZU'S TRAVELS. S99 

iPhe songs and dances of savages have al- 
ways something in them, which is melancholy or 
voluptuous. ** Some play the flute/* says the 
Ikther du Tertre, *' others sing, and form a kind 
of music which has to them much sweetness.'* 
According to Lucretius attempts were made to 
imitate the singing of birds by the human voice, 
long before poetry, accompanied by the lyre, 
charmed the ears of mankind. 

At liquida$ avium voces imitaricr ore 
' Ante finit multh^ quam lasvia carnUna cantu 
CoHcefdrare homines possen^. auresfue juvare. 

Sometimes you see a poor Indian, whose 
bodyj^ quite bent by esicessive labour and fatigue, 
and a hunter, whose appearance breathes a spirit 
of cheerfulness* Wheti they dance together, 
you are struck with an astonishing contrast ; the 
former becomes at once straight and balances 
himself with unexpected ease ; the latter sings 
the most melancholy airs. The young female 
appears as if she wished to imitate the graceful 
undulations of the birches in her desert, and the 
youth the plaintive murmurs which creep through 
their branches. 
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When these daiices take place on tt^joairgia 
pf a river^ and in the recesses of a forest^ whei^ 
Ujij^kqown echoes for the first time repeat thjp 
»ound of the hrnnan voice; ^nd where the ^bear 
of the desert looks from the heights of ^QXO% 
tock at these pastimes of savage man, we cannot 
bift acknowledge that there is something grand 
in the very rudeness of the picture; we cannot 
but be affected when we reflect upon the destiny 
of this child of nature^ which is born unknown 
to the, wprld, dancjes for a nioipeut in the vallep 
through which it frill never pass again^ and soon 
reposes in the ^ave^^ n^ier the. i)ips9 of th^j^ 
deserts which has not even preserve^ the iinpref- 
sion of its footsteps. " i^i^e^ ^p« uonmsem/* 

Passing nnder son^e sterile in9.q^taifiSi the 
traveller steered to land and clifnbf^ the steep 
rocks with one of his Indian hunter^. f,o}u 
chains> of mountains form the grapd divisipns .of 
North America, 

The first proceeds from IVfexico, ^d is 
onjy a prolongation of the An^t. which ,cro5s 
the Isthmus of Panama. It stretches from 
South to North along the great South Sea, al- 
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iv^aysHicIiiiiDg towards Cook's Inlet. Mr. Mae-^ 
keuzie calls this ridge the Rocky Mountains^ 
aBd passed tfi^in between the source pf Peace 
river and the river Colombia, where it hH^ 
into the Pacific Ocean. 

The second chain begins at the Apalach^ 
OB the fiastern borders of the Missisippi, extends^ 
to the North-fiast nnder the Bam0 of the^'^jfe- 
ganiesj the Biue Jfotmlatii^, and the Lauret 
Mountains^ passing behind the Flbridas^ Virginiai 
knA New England^ through the interior of Nova 
Scotia to the gulph of St. Lawrence. It de- 
vides the waters^ which fall into the Atlantic> 
from those which swell the Missisippi^ the Ohid^ 
and the lakes of Lower Canada. 

It is probable that this chain foraieriy ex- 
tended to the Atlantic^ and served^ as a barrier 
to it, in the same way as the first ridge stlU 
borders on the Indian Ocean* The ancient con- 
tinent of America, therefbre, appariently began 
at these mountains ; for the three different level 
tracts of country, so regularly marked, from the 
plains of Pensylvania to the Savannahs of Flo- 
rida, indicate that i\k part in question was 
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povered with water, and afterwards 1^ bare^ at 
di&rent perioda* ^ 

Opposite the bank of the gulphof St. Law- 
rence (where^ as I have said, the secoDd chain 
terminates) rises, on the £ast of Labrador, a 
third ridge almost as long as the two^ former^ 
It extends at &rst on the South-East to .the Oic- 
taouaSfJortmng the double sonrce of: the rivers 
whic)^ precipitate themselves into Hudeions Bay, 
and those which pay the tribute of their waters 
to the gulph of St. Lawrence ; then turning to the 
North- West, and stretching along the Northern 
coast of Lake Superior, it arrives at Lake St^ 
Anne, where it takes the. dii^pe-of a fork, to the 
North- West and South- West. .? ^ 

Its Southern arm passes to the South of 
great laV<e Ouinipic^ between the marshes which 
:feed the river Albany to James Bay and the 
fountains, from which the Missisippi receives 
its floods destined to fall into the gulph of 
Mexico. 

Its Northerly arm touches on Swan's Lake 
and the factory of Osnaburgh ; then crosai^ 
the river Severn, reaches Port Nelson river. 
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{laniiBg to the North of Lake Ouinipic. It 
&ially unites with the fourth chain of moun* 
tains. ' ' 

This is of less extent than any of the others. 
It begins at the borders of the river Smhdtchu 
i&me, stretches to the North-East between the 
rivers Erlan and Churchhill, then extends North- 
ward to latitude 57> where it is divided into two 
branches, of which the one, continuing its 
Northern direction, reaches the coast of the 
Frozen Sea ; while the other, running to the 
West, meets with Mackenzie river. The eternal 
snow, with whieh these mountains are crowned^ 
feeds, on the one hand, the rivers which fall 
into Hudjson's Bay, and on the other, those 
which are swallowed by the Northern ocean. 

It was one of tlie mountains of this la^ 
chain which Mr. Mackenzie wanted to climb 
with his attendant. Those, who have only seen 
the Alps aiid Pyrenees, can form no idea of these 
hyperborean solitudes, these desolate regions 
where strange anilnals are wandering on un- 
known mountains, as was the case after the 
general deluge. ^^ Rara per ignotos errent ani^ 
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maUa montes/' Clouds^ or rather huniicl fegs^ 
ioeessantly bang on tbe summits of these dkmA 
elevationsi Rocks, which are beaten with per* 
petoal rains, pierce with their blackened crags 
throngb the whitish vap^nn resembling in their 
forms and immobility phantoms, which are 
gazing at each other in Rightful silence f 

Between these mountains, dwp vallies of 
granite are perceptible, clothed in moss and 
watered with torrents. Stinted firs, of the spe-t 
cies called by the En^h sprnce, and smatl 
ponds of brackish water, far from varying t!ie 
monotony of the scene, augih^nt its tmiformilty 
and gloominess, lliese regions resound with 
the extraordinary cry of the bird, which inhaMts 
the North. Beautifnl swi^ns that swim onihese 
wild waters, and dusters of raspberry bushes 
growing under the shelter of some i^k, seem as 
if sheltered there to console the traveller, audio 
remind him of that Providence, A;\^ch knows 
how to spread graces and perfumes even throc^ 
the most desolate country. Bui it i|i at the boir^ 
ders of , the ocean that the scene is beheld in alt 
its horrors^ On one side extend vast fields of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ke^ against which break the discoloored wayes, 
iifnd no sail is ever beheld upon them ; on the other 
rises a district, mountc^nous, barren, and calcu- 
Ijated to inspire the most melancholy ideas. Along 
the coast nothing is to be seen but a sad saces- 
sion of dreary bays and stormy promontories* 
At night the traveller takes refuge in some cleft 
of {i.r^>9}^, driving from it the sea eagle, that flies 
awi^y with clamorous shrieks* All night he 
listens with terror to the roaring of the winds 
re-echoed in l^|s cavern^ and the cracking of the 
ic^ npon the shore. , : Mr. Mackenzie arrived at 
thci coast o( ,theFrpzon Oceap pn the 13th, July, 
1789, or rather at a bay of ice where he observed 
whaleSj^ an4 perceived a flu:{c and reflux of tide; 
{le landed on an Island, the latitude of which he 
^icd at ao" 1< N< This was the boundary of 
%is firs^ cpcpedition. The ice, want of provisionSf 
apd the depression of spirits, exhibited by his 
people, did not allow him to descend as far as the 
iea» which was doubtless only at a short distance 
firoin him. For a long time the sun had never 
set to the ^ye pf the traveller, bnt aj^ared pale 
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and enlarged, as it mofurnfully moved throngb 
the frozen expanse. : 

Miserable they 
Who, here entaugled id the gath'riDg ice. 
Take their last look of the desc^oding sun ! 
While, full of death, and fierce with tenfold frosty 
The long, long night, inedmbent o'er their head» 
Palls horrible. 

nomsim's Wilder. 

On quitting the bay to re-ascend the riv^r, 
and return to Port Chipewyan^ Mn Mackenzie 
passed four Indian establishments, which ap- 
peared to have been recently inhabited. . 

** We then landed/' says th^ traveller,, 
'^ upon a small round island which possessed 
somewhat of a sacred character. On the top of it 
seemed to be a place of sepulture, from the nu- 
merous graves which we observed there. We 
found the frame of a small canoe, with various 
dishes, troughs and other utensils, • which had 
been the living property of those who could 
now use them no more, and form the ordinary 
accompaniments of their last abodes.'* 

Mr. Mackenzie often speaks of the religion 
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of these nations, and their veneration for the 
tomb. The unfortunate savage blesses God in 
these icy regions, and deduces from his owa 
misery the hopes of another life, while civilized 
man, in a mild climate and surrounded by all the 
gifts of Providence^, denies his Creator. 

Thus we b^ve seen the inhabitants of these 
cotintries, dancing at the source of the river 
which our traveller has traced, and we now find 
their tombs near the sea, at the mouth of this 
same river-— a striking emblem of the coqrse of 
pur years, from the fountains of joy in which we 
are plotted during infaocy, to the ocean of eter- 
nity which swallows us. These Indian ceme- 
teries, scattered among the American forests, are 
in fact glades, or small inclosures cleared of the 
w6od that grew npon them. The scite of them 
is entirely covered with mounds of a conical form ; 
while carcases of bufialoes and elks, buried among 
the herbage, are here and there intermingled with 
human skeletons. I have sometimes seen in 
these places a solitary pelican,- perched upon the 
whitened moss-covered bones, resembling, in its 
silence and pensive attitude, some old savage. 
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Treeping and medit^ing over l^ie temamd ^ 
his fellow ereatnres. The people, who carry on 
a commeree in fnrs, avail themselves ef the {and 
thus half cleared by deaths to sow thert^ as they 
pass, ^liferent sorts of grain. The tfarveHer aH 
at once finds these colonies of ISuropean vege« 
tables^ with their lbre%n air, theif fordg^ •dress^ 
and their domestic hs^its^ in 1^ midst of those 
wild plants whi<A Hre natives of this distant 
climate. They often emigrate over the hills; 
and extend' through the woods, according td 
the inclinations which they brought frbm theif 
indigenous soil. It was thus that exiled fttmiHes 
preferred, in the desert, those situations which 
recalled the idea of their country. 

On the I2th of September 17«&, after an 
absence of a hundred and two day^i Mr. M&c* 
ken2ie s^ain arrived at Fort Chipewyatt. — ^Threfe 
years after his first undertaking, he: left this 
Fort a second time, crossed the Lake of the Hills^ 
1^ reached Peace River. He pursued his way 
upon this stream for twenty days, and arrived 
on the first of September I792 at a place/wherii 
he proposed to build a house and pass thewin^ 
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t^r. Jie^i^ploycd alUhe cold «eftscm in carrying 
i&n a commerce withnhe Indians, and making 
)^reparatioiis for his expedition. 

" On the SOth of April the rivfer was yet 
covered with ice, the plaita^ were delightful, the 
trees were buddimg and many plants in blossom^ 

That^ which is called in North America 
fhe greoi thaw, affords to the eye of the Enro^ 
pean a spectacle not less magnificent than extra- 
ordinary. Daring the first fortnight of AfHiI, 
the clonds^ which till then came rapidly from 
the North West, gradually cease their course in 
the Heavens, and float for seme time, as if un- 
certain what direction to take. The colonist 
k^iyes his hut^ and goes over his cultivated land 
to examine the desert. Suddenly he exclaims : 
" There eomes the South-East breeze ! " At 
this instant a luke-warm air is felt playing on the 
hands and face, while the clouds begin to returil 
slowly toyrards the North. Every thing in the 
valley and woods undergoes a complete change. 
The mossy point of the rocks first display them* 
ielves, amidst the uniform whiteness of hoar 
frost ; then appear the firs ; and among them 

3 
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forward shrabs^ which are now hui^ with fea-* 
toons of flowers^ instead of the froem chiysti^ 
of late pendent from their branches. Naton 
gradually opens her veil of^ snow as the sno ap« 
proaches. The American poets will^ perhaps 
at some fotnre day, compare her to a Jbridof 
who takes off her virgin robe timidly and. as if 
with regret, half revealing and yet trying to 
conceal her charms from her husband. 

It is then that the savages, whose deserts 
Mr. Mackenzie was eifiploring, joyfully jsijoe 
from their caverns. Like the birds of theit 
climate, winter collects them tpgether^ and spring 
disperses liiem. Eveiy couple returns to it« 
solitary wood, to build a new nest, and sing of 
renovated love. 

This season^ which puts all in motion 
through the American forests, gave our tra- 
veller the signal of departure. On Thursday 
the 9th of May, 1793, Mr. Mackenzie set. out 
with six Canadians and two Indian hiinters, in 
a canoe made of bark. If he could, from the 
borders of the Peace River, h^ve s^en what waf 
passing in Europe at that time; in a great ^- 
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vilized nationi^he hat of the £qiiimau3r would 
have ap{>eared, in; faU estunatiqnj preferable to 
the palaces of kings^ and solitode to a commercft. 
With mankind. 

The Frendi translator of Mr, Mackenzi^s 
travels observes that the compajnions of the 
English merchant were^ with one exception^ all 
of French origin. The French lastly accustooi 
themselves to savage life, and are much beloved 
by the Indiansi When Canada^ fell into the 
hands of the English in 17^9 > the natives soon 
perceived the difference. ^* The English," says 
Father Charlevpixt "duripg the short time that 
they were masters of the country, did not suc- 
ceed in gaining the ai&cttons. of the Indians^ 
The HurOns never appeared at Qdebec. Oj&er 
tribes which were nearer to this city, and s.eve« 
ral of which had^ from taking individual o0eti(^ 
at diflTiNrent matters, openly declared against us, 
at the approach of the English squadrott, Wm* 
wise shewed themselves but rarely. They had 
all been not a little disconcerted at finding that 
when they wished. to talce the same liberties 
with the new comers, which the Ffetf^.had 
VOL. I. : R 
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Wfthimt any difficalty lillowed, their manneii 
fcud !i6t pleased. It was $^\i worse in a riu^rt 
fittie> when they were driveti with hlows out of 
the houses^ which they had hitherto entered with 
^e^ #ame freedom as their own hub. 7%ey re^ 
ifdved^ therefore, to withdraw; and hdthihg so^ 
ltl\ich attached thfem to onr interest afterwards^ 
fct this difference of manners and character id 
'^e two nations which had established themselves 
ther*. The fnissronaries^ who were soon aware 
of theimpression ma^e upon the Indians^ availed 
fhetosetvea of It ^o cotivert these savages td 
the Christian latth, atid attach ihem to the 
Fii^nch nation^** The l?rem*i nevw attempt tb 
<^^ii^ dietai, *for that wotttd cost too' much 
ti«ouhle < they like heit^ to become savages 
^»M)sdt<es#. The forest can boast of no Imntei^ 
who are more adroit, no warriors wh(><are mene 
itftifepid. Hiey have been lieen to ^ndnre the 
kMdA^tk of torttnre with a degree of firnkiest 
that astonished etenthe Iroqixe^s, and unforta* 
Mftely^y have been also seen to become as 
(btfi^rkrras^bdh? toi^rers. I^it that the ;ex« 
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4egtec of i^tvilizationi being i^f perfe^jtjau oif 
Ibe ^t^toQcii^Sidosely upoo naitdrg?^ Q^ ;!atl)|^ 
k it not a sort of unbeiisal ti^ot fiml pliidpi))^ 
of mtoners, that adapt the. FfwdiiH^. to.0yeigi 
clhnate and to ev«ry sphere of Ufe ?;/; B^ ^hi^ ^ 
it may^ he and the American Indian po6S^ thi| 
samei bravery> the same indifierenco:^. to Uf$^ 
the same improvidence ^ as to what witl bappcH 
to-mbrrow, the same dislikfe to woric^.tbe^sAfM 
inclination to be tired of the good thiegji wbiflh 
^y possess^ the same inconstancy in lovef tl^l 
stime taste for dancing! and for war^ the &|j^ies 
of the cfaace and il^e .pleasnres of thp feasts 
These shnilaritiBS of disjH^tiQn id theFreodbtf 
man and Indmn^ cawe in tbiin A gretit ijEicliiiatiflO 
toWai'ds each iither,:and iCaaUy conv<;t( tliein'' 
hubitdnt of Paris into'iheraoiMer of 1^ Qua^, 
dian woods. >i • - 

Mr. Mackenste ve-ascended t^ P^aMvBji*^, 
ter^ilh his French savag^^ and th^ de90i}boil! 
the beatrty 4»f nadture ftronnd hioi. 

^^ From the * place which ; we qoitSed tl»t 
njorningy the West smIc of th^ river dtsi4aj(e4 ft 
succession of the fncfi^ beantifnl soenei^XlM^ 
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ever beheld The grocmd ris^ at intervals to a 
cpiisiderable height, and stretching inwards to 9 
considerable distande, at every interval or panse 
in -the river, there is a very gently ascending 
j^ace or lawli, which is alternate with abrppt 
precipices to the summit of the whiole, or at least 
as far as the eye could distingnish. Thii$ mag* 
nificeot theatre of natnre has all the decorations 
which the trees and animals of the country cm 
Afibril it. Groves of poplars, in every shape, varir 
fhe scene, and their intervals are enlivened with 
vast herds of elks and buffaloes; the foriper 
choosing the steeps and uplands^ the litter pre* 
ferring the plains. At tiiis tune. the bufl^Ioes 
were attended wjth their young ones^ who were 
frisking about them, and.;it appeared- that the 
eHt^ vrotJ^ soon ^htbit Jthe< same enli^^eoing cir-- 
^rnmstance. The whole country displayed. an 
^iuberant verdure. Thtf trees, that .bear a 
l^os^btn^ were adv&ncing fast to that delightfal 
appearance, and the velvet rind^of their branches, 
reflecttng the oblique rKy^ of fl rising or setting 
stin, ad^ a splendid ^ii^ty to the scene, whteh) 
mrdcj>]%ssii$^ofiniiieafe<{haKficNl to describe«.''^ 
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These araphitheatrical spectacles are cotKi- 
tnon in America: Not far from ^palmhucldy 
in the Floridas, the land gradually rises <rti 
leaving the river Chatalecke, and towers into the 
air as it verges to the horizon ; but it is not sCft 
ordinary inclination, like that of a valley ; it is 
by natural terraces ranged one above another, 
like the artificial gardens of some mighty poteii-' 
tate. These terraces are planted with different 
trees, and watered by a multitude of fountains^ 
the streams of which, exposed to the rising sun^ 
sparkle amidst the verdure^ or flow with golden 
lustre past th^ mossy rocks. Blocks of gramte 
surmount this vast structure, and are themselves 
topped by lofty pines. When you discover this 
Superb chain, of terraces from the margin of the 
river, and the summit of the rocks which croWn 
them enveloped in clouds, you think that yoti 
are beholding the columns of Nature's temple^ 
and the magnificent steps which lead to it. 

The traveller reached the Rocky Moun* 

ains^ and began to wind among them. Obstacles 

and dangers increased on all sides. Here his 

people were obliged to carry the baggage by 
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land, m order to avoid the cattfracts and rapids ; 
tbere they fonod it Necessary to resist the im- 
petaostty of the cunrenf by laboriously drawing 
the canoe ^ilh a cord. Mr. Mackenzie's whole 
pAsaage throngh these moantauis is very interest- 
ing. : At one time he is compelled to hew down 
trees and cut bis way into the forest ; at another 
.h^ leaps frOi9 rock to rock at the risk of his life^ 
: and receives his cotnpanions, one after another, 
^iipon his shoulders. The cord breaks — the 
, canoe strikes upOn the shelves— ^the Canadians 
jure disjcionraged, and refuse to go any further. 
It is in vain that Mr. Mackenzie wanders in the 
^^rt fpr the purpose ot discovering the passage 
tp t)ie river in thjB West. Some reports of fire 
fRms, which he bears in this desolate region, 
illairm :him with Uie supposition that hostile 
:fav2^ge8 approach. He climbs up a high tree, 
^bnt; eait discern nothing except mountains 
covered with gnow, in the midst of which are 
|Somj& stinted bircbeSj and below, woods extend- 
^g^^VpiB^Tenily ad infinitum. : 

Nothing is so dreary as the appearance of 
these woods, when surveyed from the summits 
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of mountains in the New World. The valley$i 
which yon have traversed, and which you coi^ 
mand on all sides, appear in regular undulations 
beneath you, like the billows of the ocean after 4 
0torm. They seem to diminish in size 
according to the distance, at which you 
gradually leave fhem. Those that are nearest 
to you are of a reddish green tint, the next a^ 
slightly coloured with ^znre, and the remotest 
form parallel belts of sky blue. 

Mr. Mackenzie descended from his tree and 
endeavoured to find his compsMfions. He n9 
longer saw. the canoe at the bapkof the river^* 
He fired bi$ gun, hUt no answer wa? give^ to hi* 
fiigqal. He went first one way and then 
another^ alternately walking up and dpwn the 
aide of the river. At length he found his 
friends, but not till after he h^d passed four-and- 
tiventy hours in excessive anxiety and uneasiness. 
Soon afterwards he met some savages. When 
interrogated by the traveller, they pretended at 
first to be ignorant of any river in the West, 
but an old man was induced, by the caresses and 
presents of Mr. {Mackenzie, to become^ at 
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lengthy more commnnicative- •" He knew,** 
p!»erves;Mr. M. " of a large river that rans 
towards the mid-day son, a branch of -which 
flowed «ear the sonrce of that which we^werc 
BOW navigating, and said that there were only 
three small lakes, and as many carrying place!^ 
leading to a small river which discharges itself 
into the great one.** • 

The reader may imagine what were Mr, 
Mackenzie's transports on bearing this happy 
intelligence. He hastened to embark, aecom- 
panied by an Indian, who undertook to act as 
his guide to the unknown stream. He soim 
quitted the Peace River, and eMered another dP 
a more contracted width, which proceeded fr6m 
a neighbouring lake. He crossed this lake, and 
proceeded from one lake to another, from one 
liver to another, till, after being wrecked add 
i^ncountering^ various other accidents, he founid 
himself, on the 18th of June, 1793, upon the 
^acontche Tesse, or Columbia, which falls int6 
the Pacific Ocean. 

Between two chains of mountains lay a 
grand valley^ shaded by iforests of poplars* 
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cedars, and birches. Under these forests the 
, travellerdescried columns of smoke, annonncing 
to him the dwellings of the invincible savages 
who inhabit this region. The red and white 
clay, here and there, on the steep sld^ofthe 
moantains, conveyed the idea of anciei^t rums; 
The river Columbia pursues its winding course 
through these beautiful retreats, and on the 
numerous islands, which divide its stream, large 
huts were seen, half concealed among the groves 
of pines, where the natives pass their summers. 

Some savages haying made their appearance 
i:ip0il the bank, the traveller approadied them^ 
and succeeded in obtaining from them valuable 
information. 

'• According to their account^ .this river, 
whose course is very extensive, runs toward tlie 
mid-day snn ; and at its mouth, as they had 
been informed^ white people were bnildiog 
houses. They represented its current to beiioi- 
foirmly strong, and that in three places it was 
altogether impassable, from the falls and rapids 
which p^red along between perpendicular rocks 
that were n)uch higher and inore rugged thaa 
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fay we bad yet. seen, and wotdd not; A^jt ef 
any passage over them. Bat besides the diffi? 
iCBltjes add dangers of tbe navigation^ they 
added^ that we shoold.bave to enconnter the 
Inbabitants pf the eoontry^ vrho were very 
limineroiis/' 

Tbis account threw Mr. Ma<;kenzie into 
great perplexity, and again discouraged hit 
companions* He concealed bis uncafiness^ 
bowever, as well a$ be could, . and for somp time 
stiH .followed the course of tbe waters.. He me^ 
with other natives, who confirmed tbe report 
Jbe bad prerionsly received, but who told hii|i 
thai if be ebose to quit . the river, and. proceed 
directly to the West, he would arrive dt th^.sea 
in a few days by a very easy roa^, which was 
.well known to the savages^ 
. . Mr* Mackenzie immediately determined tp 
actnpon this su^estion. He re^ascended tl^ 
fiver till he reached, the mouth of a small streaUfi 
that had been pointed out to him, and leaving 
bis canoe there, penetrated into the woods, op 
the faith of an Indian who acted as his guide, 
and who, pa taking the sUghteat offence, might 
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deliver farm to hostile hDrdes, or abandon hii& 
inthe midst of the deserts. 

I^ch Canadian carried on his shonlders i. 
package weighing ninety poands, exclnsfve of 
his gun and ammunition, the last of which vtaM 
in no great qaantity. Mr. Macli;enzie bim^If 
carried, in addition to his arms and telescope^ a 
load of provisions and trinkets^ weighing setettty 
pocuids. * 

The necessity of endnrihg what they had 
undertaken, fatigue, and an indescribable sensa* 
tion of confidence, which is acquired by being 
accustomed to dangers, soon removed all un* 
easiness froln the minds of our travellers. Aftet 
a long; day's journey v through thicketn, after 
being at one time exposed to a scorching sun, 
and at another drenched with heavy rains, they 
quietly fell asleep at night to the sound of the 
Indian^s song. 

Mr. Mackenzie describes this song as eon* 
sisting of soft melancholy sounds, tolerably 
melodious, and in some degree resemblitl^ 
church music. When a traveller awaket unddr 
a tree at midnight, in the deserts of Ameriea^ 
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^nd hears the distant concert of some sava^i^ 
interrupted at interviils by long panses and' the 
•cmnraiiir of the wind through the forest, nothing 
can impart to him a more perfect klea of th^t 
.aerial ixmsic mentioned by O&sian, wbn^ dch 
parted l^ixls cause to be heard hj moonlight on 
thjB summit of SUmora. Our travellers now 
arrived at districts inhabited by Indian tribes, 
who3e manners Mr. Mackenzie describes in a 
^^nner' that .mnch affects the feelings of the 
reader. . He saw a woman, who was almost 
blind, and much oppressed by age, carried 
Alternatdy by her own parents, because her 
jnfiripities would not allow her to walk. On 
another occasion, a young woman, with her 
child, presented to him a vessel full of water, at 
the passage of a river, as Rebecca filled her 
pitcher for the servant of Abraham at the wdls 
of Nahor, and said to himr " Drink, and I wiM 
^v^k'ff water for thy camels> also^" 

I myself was once among an Indian tribe» 
where . several of them wept at seeing a tra* 
veUer, because it reminded them of friends, who 
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were gone to the Land qf Souls j and had set 
oQt Ibng ago upon iheir Travels, 

Every thing is important to the tourist 
of the desert. The print of a man's foot, r^cent^ 
ly.mdde; in some wild spot is more intereining 
to him than the vestigiss of antiquity in the 
plains of Greece. I^ed by the indications of a 
neigbbonring population, Mr. Mackenzie passed 
through the village of a hospitable people, where 
every hut is accompanied by a tomb. Leaving 
this place, he arrivjed at the Salmon River, which; 
di^bafges itself into the Pacific Ocean. A nn^ 
meroQS tribe mc»re pol^hed, better clad, and 
better accommodated as to their dwellings^ re^ 
i^ived. him with cordiaUty. ^n old man forced 
his way ihroOghth^ crowd, arid clasped him in his 
aro^. A baai{uet was prepared to welcome him, 
ami he was supplied with provisions in abundance. 
A youth took a mantle team his own shoulders;, 
and placed it on those of Mr.. Mackenzie. It is 
almpst )^e a sdene iti Homer. M« Mackenzie 
passed s^eral dap atnoi^ thii tribe. He exa- 
mined the cemetery, which was only a.,.gx£,^^ 
wood of cedars, where the d^d were burnt and 
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whicb coastituted a temple U>r the cefobratiba^ 
of two animal festivals, the ohe^ta spriog and tU6> 
olbtr in aatuitiii« When he walked through: 
the trillage, «idc people were brboght to fafi^:^ 
that be might ctire theiQ> an affiseting* H^ak dC 
simplieity on the part of a people/ aniong whom- 
loan is still deal*toman« and who perceive only 
one advantage in saperior knowlf dge^tlmt of' 
telie?ing the nnfortnnate* ' - . 

The chief of the nation finally a|>pbitited* 
his own son to accompany M. Mackenzili to' 
the sea in a canoe made df eedar, which h^d {>re^ 
sented to the traveller. Thls^ ehi^ iilbitaed? 
Mw Mackenrfe thAt teh^ wiaters' pitvteus to 
the time at which he spoke, while ismharked ia' 
the same canoe^ with forty Indiftiis^ he-ftntfid ott 
the coast two vessels fUH of white tfeti. It was 
thfe good Tooler^^ whos<^ memory will b6 long 
dear to the people dweHing oti the b6rdiers:of^ 
the Pacific Oceean. ^ 

- Oti Saturday, thfe 30th Jnly, ifr^, at 
eight 6*clock in the morning; M. Madtenzie^ 

"'^ -• — • # CaptaTii CWkr ^* ' ' -' '^ '"'- ''' 
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left the Salmon River, fiiid entered into the arm 
of tlie kea, where this river discharges it^f 
ff^om seveiml months* It wonld be useless to fot- 
Uwtfaim in his navigation of this bay ^ wheri 
faeconstaBdy fonnd traces of captain Vawou^ 
v«r. He observed the latitude at SS"" aC 3»\ 
ADd^ays : ^ I now mixed np some viermilioa 
m melted grease, and inscribed, in4argeeharac« 
ierB, on the South East face of the ro<^ oa 
which we had slept last niglit^ this brief me- 
moHaW-^lexandeir Madcenzie, from Canada, 
Jb^.4ehd, twenty second of July, one thousand^ 
seveahmchred and n^tietyithree."* 

3|ie> diseos^eries of this traveller eupply 
»«iSiWith'lwagmi|t'res«ltS9 the one important 
-to commerce^ 4he other to geography^ It is 
^ibs that England, bj tb^ various reseancbes <^ 
her enterprizing inhabitantfe(^ sees b^ore her 
^new sources ofi wealth, a»d a new road -to l>er 
eUafalisbmenta in thelndtes and China/ 

As to the jprogness In geography, which ilt 
fact tiQodsalsai lot the advantage^ of commerce^ 
'Mr*. Mwkeozle*s expedi^oti t6 the West is l^y 
Important than the oHi^ to the Norths Caftaia' 
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Vancodver bad sufficiently proved that tbere ii 
no passage, on the western coast of America^ 
from Nootka sound to Cook*s River. ^Thaoks 
to the labours of Mr. Mackenzie, but little re- 
mains to be done in the North. The extremi* 
ty of Refus Bay i^ aitualed about 68* lat. N. and 
B5* long. W. meridian ofi Greenwich. In 1771 
Mr. Heame, who went from Hudson's Bay, 
saw the sea at the month of the river of the 
Cuivre Mines^ nearly at 69** lat. and 1 10** long. 
There are then only five or six degrees of lon- 
gitude between the ^e^ observed by M. Hearo, 
and the sea at the extremity of Hudson's Bay. 

In a latitude so elevated, the decrees of 
longitude are very minute. Suppose them to be a 
dozen leagues each, and there remain hardly mort 
than seventy -two l^gi^es to be discovered be^ 
tween tl^^wo points mentioned. 

In if lol>g. at the West of the mouth, by 
which the river of theCkci&re Mines discharges 
itself, Mr. Mackenzie discovered the sea at 69^ 
7"^ lat. N. By following our first calculation, 
therefore, we shall have no more than sixty 
leagues of unknown coiist between th^ sea obser- 
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vtdhy Mr. Heam atid that by Mr. Macken** 
zh^ / .. .' . • ^ . 

Cotilinaing towards the West> "Vfe find 
Behrihg^s istrait. Captain Cook advanced beyond 
this straight to 69"" or JCP lat N. and 141' long. 
W. adiistance of aeventy^two leagues^ so that 
there are no moiie than^fi^ of longitude between 
tl» Northern Ocean c^Cook and that of Mac^ 
kenzie. 

Here then is a chain of established points 
at which the sea has been perceived round the 
l^dle oti the northern coast of America^ firom 
the extremity of Behring's Strait to the extra* 
srnly of Hudson's Bay. It remains only to 
travel by' land thrcMigh the three intervals, 
which divide th^e points, and whioh cannot 
togisther extend beyond . tmco hundred and fifty 
leagues. We shall then ascertain that the coh«» 
tinpnt of America is bounded on every side by 
the ocean, and that there is, at its northern ex^ 
tremity, a sea which is perhaps accessible to 
vessels. 

May I be allowed to make one remark ? 
Mr. Macl^enzie has efiected, for the advantage 
VOL. I. S 
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of Ekigiahd, wha^ If uhdistook aiui proposed to 
the French government. My project will, at all 
ereUta^ OQ longer seem chitaericaK While dthers 
were in search of fortune am) repose, I aplicited 
t^e boiioiii)o£ hearing the^ FieBph^daiiiiBt* into uaf 
Imown s^as^ M the peril ' of lay life ; of fenodihg 
fiir my. country a colony upon the Paci&cOceAii^ 
of wxesting the profits, attendant on a wealthy 
branch of commerce, from her rival ; andof pre* 
Tentiqg ihat riVars use of any new iroatfo to the 
Indies* 

In giving an account of Mt. Maekensie't 
travek, L have been Justified in iningling my 
own observations with bis^ because. the d<^i%& 
qf both was'the same, and because, at. the mbment 
that he was employed on l^is Arst expeditiraVi 
^^ialsowindering through t}ie foreiUs ofAn^e^ 
lioai But ht was supported in his undertaking ; 
hd lefti behind him happy fiJends and a tranquil 
conntiry • ' It was: not so fortunate* 

'- 1 . . . . - • ' 

END OF VOL. I. 
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